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Griffith University \vas planned to be different, to provide an 

alternative style of University education to that offered by the two 

older untversities in Queensland. Griffith began teaching in 1975. 

Hov! is it different? What are its strengths? These questions are 

sometimes asked; this paper wi l1 endeavour to answer them and at the 

same time draw the whole Griffith University picture in perspective. 

It is different in that it is participatory to a very high degree, with 

the emphasis on consultation and consensus extending through the v1hol e 

university community - students, academic staff and general staff - by 

means of a network of committees and through personal representations. 

There is also an awareness of the importance of dialogue between the 

University community and those communities externa 1 to it. 

The teaching style at Griffith University was designed to avoid a narrow 

interrelated academic 

The aim is to produce 

sense of purpose and a 

subject-orientation and instead to provide broad 

studies that are focussed on themes and problems. 

innovative, self-reliant graduates with a high 

broad understanding of the global environment. 

Griffith University is different in that it is situated in 175 hectares 

of still largely virgin bushland. The site is a declared flora and 

fauna reserve and contains some rare species of legume and heath and the 

Eucalyptus bail eyana and Euca 1yptus p1 anchoni ana found virtually nowhere 

else on mainland Australia. A significant feature of the site are the 

xanthorrhoea or grass trees. The preservation and reinstatement of the 

bush setting is a major concern in the design and location of buildings 

and roadways. Rehabi 1 itati on and restoration is a major facet of the 

completion of buildings. In 1978 the University received the Civic 

Design Award presented by the Queensland Chapter of the Royal Australian 

Institute of Architects in recognition of the excellence of design and 

planning of the University campus. The Library and Humanities buildings 

received a citation for Meritorious Architecture and an Award for 

Meritorious Lighting in 1975. The Australian Environmental Studies 

building was awarded a citation for Meritorious Architecture in 1980. 

It is said that Griffith has the most 11Australian 11 campus in the 

country, with buildings designed especially to fit in with the natural 

habitat. It is therefore appropriate that one of Griffith's two unique 

Schools should be that of Australian Environmental Studies. (The other 



- 2 -

unique School is Modern Asian Studies. There are five Schools as at 

1983.) 

Professor Arthur Brovm lea describes the A. E. S. undergraduate programme 

in environmental studies as unique in Australia and in the world. He 

said: 11 It really represents the University in miniature in terms of the 

range of disciplines represented in the School ... A.E.S. is distinctive 

in the emphasis it places upon what might be called public interest 

research: some of the significant research projects focus on the Great 

Barrier Reef, soil erosion and urban social problems, such as heaHh 

care services. 

The uniqueness of the A.E.S. programme has been an attraction to the 

University of Indonesia • s Centre for Studies of the Environment and 

Human Resources with which Griffith has a full exchange programme 

involving inter-faculty visits and higher ci~gree training programmes. 

This is an unusual achievement for a University as young as Griffith. 

The University has already developed a lively research tradition in many 

fields and in addition several Schools have within them lively research 

Centres. In A.E.S. the Institute of Applied Social Research was 

established in 1977 with the primary objective of bringing together 

faculty staff who h.ave interests in applied research and in seeking 

funding for research into problems of community interest. In response 

to community needs research in the IASR has focussed on: impact studies 

of major projects and planning proposals including the declaration of 

the Cairns section of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, irrigation 

development in the Upper Darling Basin, impact assessment of industry on 

the Darling Downs, land-use conflict in the Moreton and Boonah Shires, 

and other projects associated with the conservation and development of 

urban rural land; fisheries economics and management studies covering 
most sections of the Great Barrier Reef and southeast Queensland; social 

indicators and popu 1 at ion data inc 1 udi ng the development of an 

information system, and publication of an Urban Social Atlas of 

Brisbane; evaluation of government programmes, in particular the 

Queensland Defensive Driving Course; studies of attitudes and responses 

to environmental degradation including industrial pollution abatement, 

adoption by farmers of soil conservation technology and practices, and 

relationships between professionals and policy makers in the private and 

public sectors. 
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The IASR has attracted funding from a wide range of government agencies 

including the Australian Research Grants Scheme, private companies, 

community groups, city councils and the University. 

One of the principal features of the work of the IASR is its basis in 

interdisciplinary team work. Each project has called upon a range of 

expertise from the social sciences including economics, sociology, 
political science and psychology and, given the substance of research, 

related bio-physical and engineering expertise in soil science, 

hydrology, acoustics and marine biology. This enables the Institute to 

tackle a range of research problems beyond the scope of single 

disciplinary groups. 

The School of Modern Asian Studies is unique in that it has an 

integrated programme through which students devote a 1 most their entire 

time to Asia. The languages taught in the School - Chinese, Japanese 

and Indonesian - are interrelated with economics, sociology, history and 

politics in the areas in which the languages are spoken. The aim is to 

educate men and women who have a substantial 'marketable' qualification 

in one of the social sciences, taught in an Asian context, together with 

the beginnings of a working command of the modern language of one of the 

great societies of Asia. Particularly significant are the exchange 

programmes which exist between the School - through the University - and 

educational institutions in China, Japan and Indonesia. There are 

exchange programmes with two universities in China - Zhongshan (Sun 

Yat-Sen) and Sichuan - and with two university level institutes, the 

Beijing Institute of Foreign Languages and the Guangzhou Institute of 

Foreign Languages. 

Otemon, Daito Bunka, and Nanzan Universities in Japan, together with 

Sonoda Women's College, all have exchange programmes with Griffith. 

There is also a friendly and co-operative association with Keio, Sophia 

Universities and with Nagoya International College. 

The first exchange programme with Indonesia is with Universitas Nasional 

in Jakarta and operates from this year. The strength of the exchange 

programmes is all the more remarkable in view of the feet that it was 

only in 1975 that teaching began at Griffith University. The Centre for 

the Study of Australian-Asian Relations established by the School of 
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Modern Asian Studies in 1978 is a unique research and publishing unit. 

To date 24 CSAAR Research Papers have been published. A recent and 

exciting development is that Griffith University has agreed to take 

responsibility as the managing agent for a two and a half million dollar 

Australian Development Assistance Bureau project in Indonesia. The 

Vice-Chancellor Professor John Willett is the chairman of the Project 

Advisory Committee, and School of Modern Asian Studies lecturer Dr Colin 

Brown is the Project Co-ordinator. Dr Brown has recently returned from 

attachment for two years to Gadjah Mada University in Yogyakarta. 

The new part-time programme in Australian Studies in· the School of 

Humanities constitutes a radical reworking of a degree programme. 

As the School Chairman, Dr David Saunders says: 11The fact that part

time evening students pay no university tuition fees has not always 

proved sufficient incentive to complete the six to ten year effort of 

attending night-time lectures stalely repeated from day-time 

programmes. Such students had a good claim to the title of second-class 

citizens of Australian universities. Or so they did until early 1981 

when Griffith University's School of Humanities turned its attention to 

the question of part-time studies". 

Two and a half years of planning have led to the development of a new BA 

in Australian Studies to which the firsf students were admitted in 

1983. The organisation of this degree marks an unprecedented step to 

rethink the form of university studies for men and women with \'lork and 

family and other commitments. 

The fundamental principle of the new degree is that individuals should 

be able to study at their own pace, since unlike school-leavers they 

have many demands on their time other than their studies. Formulating 

such a principle is one thing; implementing it would be quite another, 

especially in a university less committed than Griffith to improving 

established practices. To enable each student to study at his or her 

own pace has meant replacing the usual schedule of lectures by an 

altogether more flexible and individualised system in the form of a 

sequence of written courses that students complete at their own pace, 

working if they wish for the full 12 months of the year. 
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Face to face contact \'lith students has not disappeared. However, rather 

than offering classes in a fixed schedule that has little or no relation 

to the actual working conditions of the students, tutorials are provided 
when the students need them, that is after they have worked through the 

written materials. 

The sequence of courses makes up a completely new degree in Australian 
Studies, a field which for historical reasons has remained surprisingly 

underdeveloped in Australia•s universities. 

This degree is one of Australia•s fe\'/ current initiatives for radical 

development in university teaching in the humanities. It has involved a 
major co-ordination uf intellectual, administrative technological and 

practical factors. It is bringing together one of the strongest groups 
of younger scholars in the field of Australian Studies, and has opened 
up access to university studies for men and women who could not 

previously take up the chance to work for their BA. 

The Institute of Modern Biography has had considerable success as the 

Research Centre within the School of Humanities. 

The School of Science spokesman, understandably, when asked about his 

School •s unique qualities took a scientific stance and refused to claim 
uniqueness. Consequently the introduction to the School•s latest 

research booklet must serve to speak for it. 

The School of Science at Griffith University trains undergraduate and 

postgraduate students in the phys i ca 1, chemica 1 and bi o 1 ogi ca 1 

sciences. It is unusual in that its undergraduate courses are closely 

integrated; there are no departments within the School and 

fragmentation of courses and teachers into rigid disciplinary groups is 

avoided. The interaction of teaching, learning and research is 
encouraged at all levels. 

The School is aware of, and stresses the 1 inks between science and the 

society is serves and requires courses at undergraduate and postgraduate 
levels which investigate the social, economic and philosophical aspects 

of science and scientific study. A predominant feature of the School of 
Science is its involvement in research. The faculty staff of the School 
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have published more than 350 research articles and books since 1975; and 

in that period more than one mi 11 ion do 11 a rs has been granted to the 

School by external granting bodies. In addition to the specific 

research projects of individual staff, many staff members collaborate in 

broader research projects, requ1r1ng input from several areas of 

academic expertise. Both forms of research are currently producing very 

rewarding results. Highly specialised individual efforts in 

experimental and theoretical physics, chemistry and biology, and co

ordinated team efforts spanning several disciplines are receiving 

international recognition. 

The Schoo 1 at present houses two major research cent res: The Science 

Policy Research Centr€ and the Brisbane Nuclear Magnetic Resonance 

Centre, which is an u~usual, co-operative venture between three 

institutions of higher education. One aspect of energy research that 

might be mentioned is the microstructure, chemical and physical 

stability of glasses and synthetic rock solids for high level nuclear 

waste disposal. This research is being undertaken by the Pro-Vice-

Chancellor (Academic) Professor Robert Segall, Or Sverre Myhra, Or Peter 

Turner and Dr Roger Smart. Dr Roger Holmes, who is the University's 

Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Staffing), is engaged in research on biochemical 

genetics of enzymes of alcohol metabolism in the mouse, and genetic 

regulation of alcohol drinking behaviour in the mouse. This is being 

undertaken as part of his research project "Biochemical genetics, with 

particular reference to the enzymes of a 1 cohol and neurotransmitter 

metabolism in mammals". Or Ian Lowe is doing research on "Energy Use in 

Industria 1 i sed Countries, Energy Demand Forecasting and Energy Policy 

Options, especially prospects for Conservation and Alternative Liquid 

Fuels". 

Social and Industrial Administration, the fifth School at Griffith 

University, has established a lively exchange of ideas and activities 

with business, industry, and active organisations in the Queensland 

community. 

Its first Bachelors of Admi ni strati on graduated in early 1983, and 

nearly all are now fully employed, or fully engaged in further study. 

Many of them are continuing in the mid-career jobs they held while 

undertaking their degree study as mature age students. 
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The "internship 11 programme which is par-t of the final-year study by 

Administration students has been accepted with enthusiasm by business 

and other organisations as a new method of arranging a close-up of 

issues that particularly concern them. An outside organisation offering 

an internship receives the research efforts of a final year student 

working under academic supervision, for no cost except for on occasions, 

travel costs. 

As another feature of its close co-operation with community needs and 

community progress, the School of Social and Industrial Administration 

plays an active part in further and advanced management education in 

Queensland. 

In 1983 for the first time a Joint Programme in post-experience 

management education has been set up between Brisbane•s three major 

education institutions: Griffith University, the University of 

Queensland, anci the Queensland Institute of Technology. 

Professor David Limerick, Chairman of the School of Social and 

Industrial Administration, points out that the three institutions were 

working towards pooling their resources when the Commonvteaith 

Government•s Ralph Report on Management Education recommended this 

course of action for better public access to higher education 

resources. Initially the three institutions acted in response to 

comp 1 ai nts from Queens 1 and business enterprises and other major 

organisations which have had to send their top management personnel 

interstate or overseas to brush up on their skills. 

The Vice-Chancellor, Professor John Willett, describes the central goals 

of Griffith University as including not only excellence in teaching and 

research but also the third and vital dimension of public service - "the 

Univer-sity believes that it has an obligation to place its skills and 

knowledge at the service of the community 11
• 

Local residents can and do acquire borrowing rights at the University 

Library. The University provides a wide range of creative and community 

arts facilities through its associated Queensland Film and Drama 

Centre. The facilities which have been financed by donations and grants 

include a pottery workshop and kiln, an etching plant, a silk screen 
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workshop and a video editing suite. All are as available to the public 

as to the University community and all are used as bases for visiting 

artists-in-residence - also financed by donations and grants - whose 

contributions as teachers are also widely available. The University 

Concerts Committee programmes and the University's collection of \vorks 

of art are accessible to the public. As Professor Willett says: "We 

are pleased to see public use of the University for these and a host of 
other activities. We are, in many senses, custodians of public 

resources, raised from taxpayers, and we hope openly to demonstrate our 

stewardship and accountability". 

The Centre for the Advancement of Learning and Teaching (CAL T) was 

established to provide support facilities f.or University teachers,for 

assessing teaching effectiveness, for participation in the creation of 

course curricula, and for the development of teaching and learning 

procedures and materials. 

Griffith University has a young and enthusiastic academic staff, a 

number of whom have been appointed to National Committees. 

Finally, Griffith University is one of very few universities in 

Austraiia which, despite today's difficult economic climate, is 

permitted to be in a growth mode. 


