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EDITORIAL COLLECTIVEoo 

a promise not 

a threat 

REMEMBER 
WE CAN ALL 
BE WORKERS 
IN THE 
RECONSTRUCTION 
OF SOCIETY. 



EDITORIAL 
Since the beginning of this semester 
a collective has be~n responsible 
for the publishing of 'Griffitti'. 
The nature of the collective is such 
that it is open to all the members 
ofthe Griffith community. Thus 
any individual has the opportunity 
to participate in its organisation 
and level .criticism, personally. 
The ' organisation of the collective 
is based on a firm committment to 
equal responsibility and equal 
decision making. This . 
procedure has been carried out since 
the formation of the collective. 'Any 
criticisms made by the collective 
are validated by the freely represent
ative nature o·f this group 

The Government has recently announced 
"increases" in the students allow
ance schemes. The exact nature of 
such "increases" has not been clear
ly specified. Thus,a great deal of 
mystification surrounds the TEAS 
issue. If the governments feels a 
responsibilty to raise the present 
inadeqate assistance levels, surely 
it should spell out the exact nature 
of the so-called increases(As yet 
not clarified 6/10/76) These measures 
can be seen as a policy of appeas
ment-to quell the masses; thus we may 

be justified in doubting these gov
erriment tokens-for the real facts 
still remain:- the poverty line is 
$54, no cents a ~eek. Even the in
dependent allowance will not be raised 
to this level. 

The editorial collective wishes to 
express its total dissatisfaction 
with the wasteful expenditure on 
the sculpturefoutside the library) 
which was recently purchased - the 

amount involved was some $12,000. 
Need we say more! 

In .the next few weeks, the bonds of 
solidarity will once again be 
strained to the limit as competition 
rears its ugly head in the name of 
education. The collective wishes 
you the best of luck in the regur
gitation process to come,hoping that 
three months will be enough to re
cover from your nervous breakdown 
and r~turn n~xt year to fight ano· 
ther battle. 

-----------------------
SOLIDARITY WITH THE LEFT-WING 
STUDENTS OF THAILAND. 

---------~------------

press release 1Friends of the Earth 
~~~-=-~::_;~=--....::::..::.::::..=:~ 

A meeting of radical environmentalists 
this weekend decided to intensify the 

. campaign qgainst uranium mining and 
nuclear power. 150 environmentalists 
attended the Radical Ecology Occasion in 
Paddington, organised by Friends of . the 
Earth. The.re were. workshops and discuss
ions, fi·lms and videotapes, and a vegetar
ian feast and a dance. 

The workshops and discussions dealt with 
the planned action on a broad range of 
issues, including:-

- the role of large corporations in 
environmental damage, including the 
effects of the products producsd on the 

) health and welfare of people. 

- the importance of a philosophy and 
practice where groups and individuals · 
seek to regain control over their lives 
and collective activity. There was a 
firm conviction that governments and 
corporations are neither genuinely 
interested nor responsive enough to 
prevent environmental problems and the 
many human problems that are associated 
with them. 



e ~e~ou~ce wastage o over-packaging 
~d opp~ession of women, in particular, 
by advertising. This group decided to 
actively confront retailrrs of over
packaged goods at various supermarkets 
around Brisbane. 

- the role of women in ecology movements -
particularly how the ethical and emotio
nally responsive approach common among 
men. 

4. Do you think there are environmentally 
sound methods of packaging food available 
- namely reusable containers - or don't th 
food processing people provide these accep 
table alternatives? 

The health laws of our state are quite 
strict , and this probably provides the 
reason why the food industry uses throw 
away containers. 

5. You say its a problem of economics. 
Other groups worked on the environmental What is the cost of an equivalent quantity 
and social problems likely in the planned of fruit juice if it is bought in bulk and 
Port of Brisbane; alternative technology; sold in glasses? 
links between urban groups and rural comm-· 
unes; "Small alternatives" - individual It's not a matter of economics, but of 
action to reduce energy and resource usage what the customer wishes to buy. An exarn
and the use of media-both conventional and ple of this is: bulk fruit juice machines 

alternative. were in the refectory but had to be taken 

The contacts and friendships, ideas and 
plans from the occasion should prove very 
valuable in the future as environmental 
problems become more serious and. our pres 
ent societies show _ their inability to cop 
with them. In fact, underlying these 
arose from all of the discussions - the 
environmental problems we face are a dire

tack because cups of juice were not used; 
bottles were preferred. 

6. Who pays for the garbage disposal? 
Wou?.d you accept the suggestion that the ccs 
of garbage disposal should be met by the 

eople creating the waste? i.e. the people 
ho use phe refectory? 

ct result of the profit-motivated, centra Garbage 
lly controlled societies we live in. It ho use 
is impossible to attempt to prevent such paid. 

disposal is paid for by the people 
the refectory by way of the levy 

problems without creating a new society 
based on decentralisation, direct control 
over all aspects of your life and techno
logy consistent with the laws of ecology. 

(this press release was modified then 
approved by the final workshop of the 
occasion). 

12/9/76 

7. Do you feel the true cost of using 
packaging is understood by the public -
that it causes pollution and uses valuable 
resources such as oil and forests which 
are surely more valuable than rubbish 
fill? 

, 
It's quite clear from the way the question 
is asked you think the public do not 
understand. 

~ ~~d~l-~~°"'"1'r""~0>-11 8. Are there any other reasons (not 
~ ~ ~- ~~ ~- ~ 7f'. 7f'. mentioned above) why you thought the 

waste article in the last Griffitti was 
offensive? INTERVIEW WITH REFEcrORY MANAGER 

1. Why do you sell non- returnable mi lk_, 
juice and drink containers in pPeference 
to having returnable containers such as 
bottles and glasses? 

The main reason would be storage, space i 
already fully used. I have found the lOc 
deposit bottles now on sale are not retur 
Ht:::..l. Suitable glasses are not provided. 

2. You have recently r eplaced the stain
less steel teaspoons with throw away 
plastic ones - why? 

Stainless steel teaspoons have not been 
replaced; a choicehas been offered, parti -
cularly for those who wish to take food 
away. 

3. Is the problem of theft of refectory 
utensils serious? 

This is a matter for the community at la:r.g 
to decide as these articles are provided 
by Community Services. 

The only reason I was upset with the arti
c le was that without talking to me first 
to find out my views, on the subject1 I 
was mentioned personally and it was inferr
ed that I was an idiot. 



Remember the April Fools' day lecture on 
abakov's snowflakes? For those who 
idn't hear - a particular 'critical' 

lecturer delivered to the first year 
Humanities students a plausible package 

f deliberately conceived nonsense. These 
students appeared to be locked into the 
uncritical ritual of note taking. Some 
were mystified and eventually asked 
questions but many it is reported seemed 
to accept this packaged mish-mash as 
gospel til the embarrassed laughter 
finally crashed the egos of those intent 
on revealing their academic prowess in 
a future regurgitation in essay form. One 
very upset individual went so far as to 

ake an official complaint to the Head of 
the School, suggesting that it was all a 
aste of time. Was it? 

Thomas Szasz in Ideology and Insanity 
(Penguin) suggests that 'Critical teaching 
•.. fosters many qualities and values 
antagonistic to those of simple socializa
tion •.• The highest ideal of the teacher 
i~ nothing less than subversion. ' (p 139) 
'Nabakov's Snowflakes' as a lecture clear
ly illustrates the inherent danger of 
uncriticall accepting the words from the 
'expert and wise' believing that the auth
ority must always be right. Mary Sadker 
in Sexism in School and Society states -
~bias is so insidiously pervasive (in the 
education system) that only when conscicus
ness is intensely heightened can one begin 
to comprehend the discriminatory nature of 
much of the material and to realize its 
harmful impact' (p 115), Mary Sadker is 
referring to sexist bias yet many biases 
endemic in the schooling system can be 
identified with minimal effort, and per
haps the most devasting and insidious 
mi9ht well be that of the 'aristocratic 
bias of Objective Academic Excellence' -

·for it is this school of thought that 
identifies itself with the natural order, 
denies that it is a bias and the circular 
argument begins and ends with - 'Why argue 
with Nature (substitute here the words God 
Law or any word linked to the priestly 
concepts of Authority) and if you don't 
agree with that you're an unnatural devia
nt. (Substitute here the words radical 
communist, atheist, dull, obtuse etc.) 

v 
' -· . 

Bewaire of lopjective truths and the 
'nature propagators' for they are the 
stuff of the status quo propaganda merch
ants. If you are told to seek the 'facts 
and nothing but the facts', be aware that 
these 'facts' are merely tiny drops of 
information selected from one ocean of 
considered importance to reinforce and 
provide sustenance for the status quo 
merchant propagators of 'objective 
truths'. Oceans abound but these are 
of ten savagely suppressed into the cess
pool of unscholarly trash. These 'precious 
drops' of facts become the carrot of 
academic excellence. Thomas Szasz also 
suggests that teaching and socialization 
are antagonistic processes. ' ... teaching 
that does not go beyond socializing the 
pupil is better called indoctrination ... 
(and) in this type of teaching the student 
is required to imitate: the final aim is 
a performance that reproduces a ,_standard 
mv~el.' And it may well be, as we shal] 
see, that the 'standard model' equates wit 
the Rules and Regulations of the Political 
Administration of this University. 

We are led to believe that University is 
somehow totally different and removed from 
the outside world and that at University 
the students are presented with all sorts 
of different philosophies, belief systems, 
ideologies and it's up to the students to 
make up their own minds. This sentiment 
or belief was recently stated quite expli
citly in a written brochure to potential 
students on Open Day inviting them to join 
the Christian Union. Is this belief naiv
ety par excellence or is it merely repres
entative of a popular myth? The myth of 
the 'Ivory Tower'. The School of Humanit
ies has one 'deviant' 'critical' member 
whose own personal belief system was 
.thought to be too harmful to the 'good 
iJage of this University' and would have. 
been sacked had it not been for a total 
support of the flexibility and compete~ce 
of this person's intellectual and teaching 
abilities by the lecturing staff of the 
School of Humanities. It is less than 
likely that this person, whose very live
lihood was (and perhaps still is) in 
jeopardy, could belong to the Christian 
Union or any organisation seen by the 
'Political Administrative Establishment' 
as propagating the 'Natural Order'; other
wise one may well ask why have political 
.pressures been brought to bear on the 
Administration of this University to purge 

those who do not conform to the 'natural · 
order' belief which sees the student belo
nging in a barrel of fruit needing to be 
graded and packaged ready for sale on the 
taxpayers' market of economic reality. If 

1the conservative political forces push 
hard enough, it won't be the 'safe sterile 
objective' academic obsessed with the pro
duction of the mindless vomit of regurgit
ated facts who will need worry about his . 
or her job but the 'subversive critical' 
teacher, the academic who genuinely striv
es to push past the model of imitation and 
those who refuse the 'Ivory Tower' myth 
who will be a potential carrier of the 
'dole-bludger' label. 



But 'Nature' ?ropagating academics watch 

out. A sociological experiment, known as 

'The Revenge of Nabakovs' Snowflakes', is 

rumoured to be underway. A group of 

:unnatural deviant critical' students have 

arranged with lecturers from other Univer

sities to write certain essays and will b e 

submitted in the names of the said studen

ts. It is only a rumour but if true may 

have devastating effects on the morale of 

the 'nature bo7s' if results were ever 

released. Perhaps these 'deviants' could 

inform Griffitti (names will be withheld 

from A.S.I.0: and the Queensland political 

police) of any results for publication in 

the next issue, but please as Griffitti 

may have a few readers who could get v e ry 

upset at another April fools' day 'gag', 

no pranks or cra nks, Griffitti must 

respect their wishe s and supply the 'real 

facts and no thing but the objective facts' 
· The Scheme once it is firmly established, 

of your exr · rinent. 

------------------------------------------------·· provides a wide range of supportive servi

FAM I LY DAY CARE 

The Social Welfare Committe e of the Board 

of Corrununi ty Service s has established a 

region of the Family Day Care Scheme. The 

Scheme will serve the University community 

and the suburbs adjacent to the University 

For those who wish to have their children 

r.1i:1'1c C:. in a home situation then Family Day 

Care haB the answers. The fee charged is 

cor.1petitive and the activities are less 

institutional. . 

A minding mother should provide everyday 

family experiences - shopping, cooking, 

visiting, trips to park lands, company 

and understanding. The minding mother has 

to have pre-school children of her own, 

and by and large the minding mother volun-

, teers her services in order to provide 

companionship for her own children. Stud

ent parents who are willing to mind the 

children of others when they are not stud 

ing should see Mick Hogan or Bill Abrahams 

at Community Services. This type of 

co-operative operation is functioning now 

at Sydney University. 

OCT 23 

ces ~ a toy and equipment library, newsle-

tters, joint outings, etc. An application 

to the Children's Commission for a Family 

Day Care Grant has been forwarded. Out of 

these funds a full-time Co:-ordinator, the 

back up supportive services, and subsidies 

to the needy will be provided. 

The Board of Community Services has set 

aside some funds for subsidising the needy 

parents who wish to take advantage of the 

Scheme. The subsidy scale will be decided 

at the next meeting of the Social Welfare 

Conunittee. 

At present, a member of the Children's 

Services Department has interviewed a list 

of minding mothers and places for up to 

25 children are now available. In the 

interim period before a full-time Co-ordi

nator is appointed the staff at Community 

Services are administering the Scheme. 

Telephone 275 7395 or call in for further 

information. 

•••••••••••••••• 

UNION MASlJURADE BAU 

B'-301t"" TI CKE TS(i' $9 ·00. single 

3 course meals & S1l·OIJ· dou.ble 

drinks inclusive 

UNI HOUSE 
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The young Real had listened, many times, 

to explanations of the dangers of the River 
Knowledge. But being Real parents, and 

Once upon a time, in a far off land, · knowing that the child would not climb 

ithere lived a very unusual race of people. over the fence, they did nothing to curtail 

!What made the people unusual was that they Real's activities by the river • . Nor, for 

:were all equal. that matter, did they prevent the child 

I Being equal there was no discrimination, 
lno need for sexes and, as if to reinforce 
lthei,r equality, all the pe~ple: luiJ Ll1L 

1same name, which was "Real". The people 
1chose to call their community "Society", 
land though Society was in a barren land, 
I 

!a land in which drought and famine were 
common, and the people knew nothing of 
irrigation or fertilizers, they were a 
happy people. 

from doing anything, as Real was now old 
enough to make decisions. 

Often, while playing by the river, Real 
would look across towards the land of 
Nirvana, but because it was far away, and 
a pall of haze hung continuously over the 

· river, little could be seen. But the 
green and fertile land conveyed to all who 
looked its way, a sense of serenity and 
well being. Just by looking across the 
river Real could feel, though never know, 

as what was on the other side. They were happy people partly because 
individuals they were equal, and partly 
because as a race they were unified, in a 
struggle for surviva:l:, ,. Tbey had all suff
ered, and would probably suffer again, but 
at least they would be suffering together, 
and no-one would suffer more than the 
others. 

On the border of their land ran the 
river; the "River Knowledge". A funny 
name you might say, but the Real world was 
full of funny names, it was an age of 
funny names, the people did not question 
the names, they merely accepted them. 
The River Knowledge was both a boundary 
and a barrier between Society's barren 
land and a land of plenty, a land called 

' "Nirvana". 

The river stopped everyone from crossinc 
to Nirvana, for it was a very big river. 
In fact no-one knew how wide it actually 
was, for that matter no-one knew where thE 
river started or finished, all they knew 
was that it was there, that it always had 
been and probably always would be. 

Though Real knew every bit of the river
bank, within a few days walk of home, it 
was while walking in a very familiar 
section on a particularly hot, dry day, 
that this young explorer stumbled across 
a bridge. 

Yes a bridge, though not your run-of-the
mill bridge, a very special bridge across 
the River Knowledge. The bridge, as you 
have probably already guessed, was magical. 
When standing on the bridge it was as if 
standing in a long dark tunnel, for it was 
a covered bridge, that once entered all 
that was visible was the point of light 
at the other end, and a small area about 
ones feet. 

Real did not rush off and tell of this 
amazing discovery, but chose to remain and 
explore. In order to move further into 
the bridge, Real found it necessary to 
crawl along the ground, examining minutely 
each detail of each step. On moving furt
her and further into the bridge, more and 
"lore of the 1 anrl of Nirvana r n111 a h P "PPn . 

Being such a big river, and such an old Real saw farmers digging the soil wi t h 

river, it had eaten its way deep inLu t: ...... something pulled by big animals, like the 

learth's surface. The ground was so hara ~big animals in the barren land, but just 

that the river had only eroded vertically, as the farmers were bigger and healthier 

having not expanded its domain laterally than the Reals', so also were the animals. 

during its long life. Real put this down to the fact that the 

So, at the time of this story, the rive1 
appeared as a yawning chasm of unknown 
width and depth and of unknowable length. 
To sit on the safety fence, which .ran the 

1entire length of the chasm, and to gaze 
down into the swiftly flowing river, and 
to know that as you watched those torrid 
waters were continually eroding their way 

to the earth's centre, was awe inspiring. 
A ~all from the cliff would almost certain 
ly be fatal, and if it wasn't, there could 
be no way of climbing back up the almost 
sheer rock faces of either bank. 

On the barren side of the river was a 
small and destitute farm, run by a Real 

; couple and their small child the child's 
· name was Real also, as the parents knew 
Real was their equal, and being such, 

: d~served at least that much. 

..Ldnd was better, and soon decided that the 
land was better because the farmers had 
made it that way. 

They had built big buckets, and lifted 
water from the river to put on their land. 
They .put the manure from their animals and 
the leftovers from their meals on their 
soil. Real chose to call this fertiliza
tion, though he new nothing of animals and 
even less of food scraps. 

Do not be mistaken, this study took many 
years, as Real had to go a long way into 
the bridge before this much could be seen. 
Real told no-one of the bridge or of what 
the land of Nirvana was really like, as 
no - one asked him. Because of the darkness 
of the bridge, Real could go on a few 
steps further on each successive visit; 
but with each step both Real's knowledge 
of the path and of what lay ahead, increa-
"'~,:i 



Being fairly intelligent, as all Real 
people are, Real chose not to stumble on 
blindly towards Nirvana, knowing tha~ ther 
may have been a hole in the bridge, or som 
other unforeseen ' obstacle blocking the pat 
Real ·chose to plod along slowly and learn 
thoroughly every aspect of every footstep. 

On one particularly fruitfull day of 
exploring, Real had the first idea, the · 
first idea that any Real person had ever 
had. Real thought that if the Real people 
could do as the farmers across the river 
do; if they could make their land green 
and fertile, they too would be healthy and 
happy. With this in mind Real set off to 
tell of Nirvana, or how they too, could 
have healthy babies and comfortable 
homes. 

As soon as the people of Society heard 
of Real's discoveries and their applicat
ions, they knew it was true, for ·Reals 
had no need of lies. So it was decided 
that Real, now an adolescent, would be 
the first different person, though still 
equal. The people would build Real a 
house, and bring food and clothing, so 
that more time could be ' devoted to cross-

ing the brid~q:e:.:..·-------------i 

" t ay that l.t>or and mana9ement must cooperate. 
Mel 19g1m9nt gives the orden and l.t>or cooperates 

by obeying them ... " 

These things that they did,, and would do, 
were not in exchange for Real's knowledge 
but were also a gift, given neither as 
payment, nor in repayment, nor with expect 
ations of payment. They were given becaus 
they wanted to give, you see the Reals · 
felt good inside, just as you or I do, whe 
they gave things away. 

As Society developed, as the barren land 
became more fertile, as the Reals took 
more water from the river and they .became · 
more healthy, so to the Reals became more 
real. It gradually became obvious, to a 
few people, that .there were Real differen
ces, that , some Reals were more suited to 
some jobs, while others were to other jobs 
So the people, though still equal, became 
a little different officially. Though it· 
was on~y a minority that first realised 
the possibilities, THEY (the Team Hoping 
for Exploitation and Yield), through a wel 
organised system, explained to the people 
that- despite different jobs everyone · was 
still equal. 

When THEY . became an official part of 
ociety, the Reals were convinced to give 

1p some of their food and ·belongings 
yainsf future times of need. Actually 
he ~eople were gradually convinced that 

+-' .e more they gave up, the more THEY' would 
ave in times of need. (Remember, the 
ifference is only evident on paper) . 

Real, who ,was now called Scientist, as 
the name seemed to fit in with the job 

f crossjng the river, now took a mate. 
ell actually they took each other, and 

together they decided that the mate of 
Scientist was also different, and as it 
as becoming fashionable, sfiould choose , a 

name. Together they chose the name Love. 
Scientist and Love lived in their little 
house by the bridge and soon had many 
children, the first one's name bei~g 
Technology. 

As Society developed the people became' 
more different, though still equal. THEY 
seemed to be getting richer, but how 
could this be if everyone was equal? 

Though no-one knew why, the people began . 
choosing different names. Names like 
Greed, Avar'!..ce, Bigotry and Discrimination 
were popular among THEY, while amongst the 
~oor names like Oppression, Gullible, Fait 
and Inequality were common. 

As Scientis~ ventured further and further 
into the bridge, . both the path and the 
bservations of the other side became nore 

engrossing. So, in 'order to spend more 
time discovering, Technology was sent to 
Society with the discoveries. So it was 
that THEY began receiving and distributing 
Scientists discovertes. Technol,ogy was 
paid from the stockpile of goods, and THEY 
ere able to decide which of the discover

ies were relevant and which were useless, 
and hence need not be shown to . the people. 

Technology, being influenced by the size 
,of the payments and, · having a greater 
:knowledge of Scientists discoveries, was 
able to suggest ways in which Scientists 
observations might be "improved" upon. 
Disregarding ·any si\3.e effects, the improve 
ments were orientated so that THEY might 
have more. 

So it was that Technology, under the 
sponsorship of THEY, , was able to develop 
a plan for planting, irrigation and ferti
lizing more land to a higher degree than 



\ 

a s previsouly known . . ~hough this plan 
rendered upland that required many years 
to regain sufficient fertility to be 
cropped again, it also allowed THEY to 
receive more. An what of the poor? They 
,didn't really need mqre, so they got the 
'same, despite the fact that it looked like 
1less. 
I 

Technology also hit upon the idea of 
sel ling one person's produce to another, 
with a slight middle man profit of course. 
1But the people need not know how much that 
was, for that matter the people need not 
even know that this middle man profit 
exis.ted, as :i,t didn't really affect them. 

eme o s agna e. 
far from Society THEY 
nswer his questions? 

e ived too 
bother to 

· And so Scientist continued to send in 
echnology with the information, and 
onditions continued to worsen, and the 
eople, though fearing and respecting 

Scientist for all the knowledge, began to 
lame Scientist for all the faults in the 

system. 

Through the schemes of Technology, and 
a few of their own, THEY were able to get 
rich . . Rich was officially given the mean
ing that THEY had more, but deserved it. 
Though the word offered distinction betwee 
THEY and the poor, it still implied equal
ity. 

· Another amaz.ing breakthrough on the part 
of Technology was disposable containers, 
as opposed to the returnable containers 
Scie n tist discovered. Thes~ new containers The poor, because of increased work ·load 
t~ough no n -decomposable, could be sold to and .the gradually diminishing amounts of 
the pub l ic, at a price slightly less ·than 1 food they were allowed to keep, were slowl 
that of the returnable ones, but as they growing thinner and weaker. ' 
cos t a lot less to produce and, of necess
ity, more .could be sold, they lent them
selves quite well to profit. 

The p eople began to notice inequalities 
in their social structure, but as everyone 
as still officially equal, these inequali 

ties could not exist. 

--. -------- -- · 

- ------- -- -::-----__.. .'" ... 

to notice peculiar-
' ties i n Society, asking why the 
eople , who had once been friends and 
qua l s, were now segregated? And why, if 
is p lans had been followed exactly, the 
ollut i on continued to mount up? And why 

the rich were rich? And why the poor 

Useless waste products were mounting up 
all over the land. Waste products that 
could not be used as fertiliz 0r, that coul 
not be effectively destroyed, t :.a t tended 
to c ontaminate any area they wer e placed i 
and that, no matter what efforts were 
continued to ' mount 1up. 

Scientist knew that time was growing 
short, that there was a limited supply of 
materials and that even the river was 
polluted almost beyond redemption. This 
and the added incentive provided by the 



•fact that Scientist and Love were expecting 
another child, served to instigate greater 
efforts of discovery and greater hope for 
crossing the bridge. 

Though the bridge was now old, and decay
ing in places, Scientist knew that it would 
not collapse. It had been one of the 
duties of Technology to keep the bridge 
in good repair and to notify Scientist of 
any dangers existent. 

Scientist, however, did not know that 
Technology had shirked the duties of main
tenance in order to produce more, and better 
ways to exploit the once desolate land; 
which, though having the outward appearance 

of even greater desolation, was now very 
fertile, THEY had said so. 

1ears of hardship to build, it was compl 
ted eventually and the seven remaining 

ils were able to cross the River of 

Knowledge, which somehow had managed to 
clean itself of the remains of Society, 
and live happily ever afterwards in 
Nirvana. 

THE END 

So it was that Scientist came to the end 
of the bridge, immediately Technology was 
sent to town with the news. Upon hearinq 
Technology's account of the now open path
way away from desolation, to Nirvana, the . 
people of Society, rich and poor alike, ,------------------------1 

DEAR ran towards the bridge. Unfortunately 
THEY were · the only ones tb make it'. , The 
poor, after years of oppression, were so 
frail that such over exertion in the hot 
sun proved to be their demise, it killed 

them all. 

SISTERS .... 
EXTRACTS FROM A TRANSLATED LETTER f ROM ~ 
EUROPEAN WOMAN WITH AN INFANT DAUGHTER AND 

' And so it was that THEY, a collection 0 1MARRIED TO A SUDANESE. 
grossly overweight bureaucrats, led by 
Technology, ran on irregardless of their (Published in Majority Report, June, 1975) 
fallen comrades. In the race to the 
bridge each was pushing and shoving, each 
striving to be the first, behind Technolo- Khartoum, Sudan, April 28, 1975. 
gy, to cross to Nirvana. 

Scientist, knowing that there was no Hello, 
rush to cross the bridge, knowing that it 
would be best to examine more closely botr I write to you on woman's situation 
the bridge and Nirvana before a mass here. The woman is oppressed in TOTAL 
exodus was entered into, was able to wi tne- slavery, but it is especially one of the 
ss the writhing throng of people push out links of her oppression that I would try 
onto the bridge. to create an opinion against. That link 

is circumcision, actually amputation. 

Scientist was also able to witness THEIRWhen the girls are between 7 and 13 years 
demise, for just as the last stepped onto 0f age they are "circumcised". The· 
the bridge, and Technology was about to clitoris is cut off, the labia minor and 
step off, the rotten old bridge collapsed. labia major as well. After that the girl 
Those that weren't killed by the fall, or is sewn together, and these stitches 
by the drowning struggling of their break at the delivery of a child. In 
friends, were blinded by the effluent addition to cutting off all those parts, 
choked waters and were unable to see the the vagina is also sewn together, like 
ropes lowered by Scientist, in the hope a reinforced hymen. So, as a rule, it 
that a few might be saved. Needless to takes several weeks before the husband has 
say they too, all died. penetrated his wife. 

Soon after . the collapse of the bridge 
Scientist's and Love's sixth child was 
born. Together with the other children, 
whose names were Equality, Forethought, 
Consideration and Hope, they decided the 
latest off spring would be called 

1 
"Alternative Technology", in memory of 

,the first. Though soon afterwards that, 
and all their names, were changed to Real. 

And so it was that the Reals began 
working on a new bridge to Nirvana. One 
built of necessity, from what remained of 
Society. Though the bridge took many 

The amputation is executed in the home 
by a "midwife .. ;'. The family has a big 
party when it is executed; and everybody 
is happy. The women sing and shout in 
order to overrule the cries of pain from 
the child. If everything turns out "well" 
the parents are congratulated that the 
girl did not lose too much blood. 

Women here also shave all their body 
hair except on the head (although many 
pluck their eyebrows and paint new ones). 
So you can imagine how their genitals 
look. There is no more than the hole and 
the healed cuts left. 



The custom to "circumcise" girls is 
4,000 years old! This amputation is 
called Pharaonic circumcision. EVERYBODY 
does that with their daughters except the 
tiny minority of whites. The "European 
influenced" upper class also perform t~e 
circumcision; even gynecologists and 
other physicians do it. 

The amputation is said to be prohib
ited according to a law - for appearance's 
sake - that nobody heeds anyway. Circum
cision of girls is not discussed, is 
never mentioned in newspapers, TV or radio 
and the people refuse to talk about it 
with foreigners. I feel powerless. 

The possibility I have is to create 
publicity about this ~road in order to 
cause pressure on the Sudanese government, 
and force them to deal with the issue. 

"Circumcision" of women is not 
performed in other Arab countries, but in 
parts of Ethiopic and Somalia. I don't 
believe, however, that they are as thoro
ugh there as they are here. It is not 
executed everywhere in Sudan, but in the 
north part of it, the Arab part. 

In Sudan you cannot live outside 
your family. If you are expelled from 
the family, then you are lost. On account 
of this, women are totally locked up, 
there is not a chance to rebel. 

What do you have to say on this 
issue? Can you help me? INTERNATIONAL 
SOLIDARITY AMONG WOMEN! Write! 

TRANSLATOR'S NOTE: The custom of 
clitoridectomy and infibulation, 
which is the most drastic form of 
the above mentioned amputation, is 
practised more commonly than implied 
in the letter, i.e., in Kenya and 
Tanzania. Also we have taken pre
cautions to protect the writer's 
anonymity. 

-

~O~~ NOT DEBPAI 
I woke up this morning and, as usual, was 1 

tempted not to get up. and corporations have much higher priorit

Though, I was more tired than usual -
many late nights in the last week, then 
the radical ecology occasion all weekend 
and Matchbox/A.P.G. on Sunday. 

I did get up and headed bleary eyed via 
front steps, to toilet and other getting 
up type activity. Opening the door - the 
S.G.I.o. had gone! Opening my eyes as 
well I began to make it out - it was still 
there, obscured by only l~ miles worth of 
smog. 

Later - now I've sat down to write this 
article - I got to thinking about how in 
years past I would have become worked up 
about the smog - "How come the government 

ermits such pollution - even though there 
are laws to control it!" and "Why aren't 
companies forced to pay to control their 
aste output?" and etc. But I had since 
orne to realise that governments are neit
er genuinely interested nor responsive 
nough to prevent environmental problems 

ies than harmony with the environment. 
The smog had become just one symptom of a 
social system I had become determined (wit 
rising and falling passion) to struggle 
against. 

Well, that's a bit unspecific - like, how 
do you struggle and what for? What are 
you going to create to replace our fucked 
system? And how? And where do you fit 
in ecological principles? 

That's basically what the Radical Ecology 
Occasion at Paddington Hall in early 
September was about. And the Radical 
Ecology Occasion is basically why I start
ed to wri.te this blurb. You know, to tell 
everyone that lots of people came (150) 
and lots or workshops and discussions were 
held (monopolies, nuclear power, · packaging 
feminism and ecology, the Brisbane Port 
development, , alternative technology ••.• ) 
and we had an amazing vegetarian feast 
followed by a terrific anarchist dance. 



But you missed all that and "there's no 
use wading about in slopped porridge". 

rian socia ism coine so peop e wou 
n't have to call themselves anarchists!). 

(If you didn't miss that you don't need to Now, back to earth, what does all this 
be told about it). I think it'd be of ean? I anticipate perplexed eyes looking 
more lasting relevance to talk abo1:1t a . at this t ype and thinking "it doesn't 
theme that seemed to underly the discussion quite click" or scoffing and sceptical 
- well, at least, all of the discussions I eyes intoning that it's both not possible 
took part in. and not an adequate theory/practice. So, 

For both ecological balance and freedom 
societies will have to be created where 
individuals have control over their lives 
and collective activity. Such societies 
would have no interest in destroying 'their 
regional environment, nor the power to 
destroy that of others. They could respon 
sensitively to the changes they did effect 
in their environment. Such societies woul 
be organised without the intrusions of 
authoritarian elements. Individuals and 
groups would, through their common interes 
and in recognition of the others' right to 
self-determination, join together in 
support and co-operation of production and 
interchange and to satisfy and enhance 
their material and non-material needs . 
(Phew!). •To create such societies we have 
a long struggle ahead - "a struggle that 
all may live this rich, overflowing life". 

And, if the way we organise to fight and 
create is consistent with out (stated) 

. ' ends, (take note vanguardists of a ll 
colour s- look at your life) you can "be 
sure that in doing so you will find a 
happiness that nothing else can give" 
(Kropotkin) . 

Just to relate this rave to jargon you 
may have been put off by - these ideas 
are libertarian or anarchist (in the 
sense of "without rule" - not in the 
sense of "chaotic"), and the practice is 
anarchism, self-management and/or liber-

. 
·• I 1 

·, . ~ - ( 
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in anticipation, I thought I'd borrow 
heavily from two pieces reprinted for the 
Occasion that elaborate better then I 
could -

Most of the people at the Occasion supp
rting the ideas above have needed little 
ersuading that capitalism had to go. 
et, many of the things we felt were most 

wrong in capitalist society were heartily 
approved of by many others who called 
themselves .socialists or communists. In 
some way or other, we began to realise 
that there are two great streams of socia
list thought. One, represented by Marxi
sts and social democrats, however deep 
its disagreement witQ capitalism, at least 
shared its rational, materialist values 

f Progress, Science, Efficiency, Special
isation, Growth, Centralised Power, and 
fascination with achievements of smart:-.arse 
t echnology like the Aswan Dam and Concorde. 
And this was not all. They seemed to have 
a model of social development similar in 

any respects to the ideology of liberal 
capitalism:that society should be organis
ed for maximum production, with the prod
ucts themselves being the principal 
r ewards , offered as compensation for the 
"inevitable" alienations of life and work 
i n an industrial economy. Of course, unde 
t hese tough-and-realistic forms of social
ism, distribution would be fairer, work 
s afer, products more rational, and public 
services better. This was hot in question. 
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But the basic separation of production 
and consumption, the assumption of alien
ation-with-compensation, and technocratic 
criteria for social priorities, was 

broadly the same as liberal capitalism. 
!Even the projected future was s;i:Jnilar. 
:Provided we all worked hard and behaved 
ourselves, eventually a state would arrive 
in which machines would take over the work 
and we would all be "free". 

But the other great stream of socialist 
:thought, represented by the anarchists and 
utopians, looked at things quite different
ly. Some people found it hard to take 
them seriously at first. Theybelieved 
that the subtle human satisfactions 
should be given priority over production 
requirements; that life should be satis
fying in all its aspects; that power 
should flow from below; that the action 
is not all in the city; that production 
and consumption need not be segregated 
in the factory and the home, but could be 
fused in the community again; that revol
utions are born of hope, not despair. 

Searching out books you find that anarch
. ism hasn't just been a stream of thought. 
.There are many examples of local or regio
,·nal economy run by anarchist collectives. 
.But the opponents of anarchism - liberals, 
rightist and authoritarian "leftists" 
have been quite successful in crushing or 

;helping others to crush such activity. 
Their historians write as if anarchist 
societies never existed and then their 

' theoreticians argue that they are the 
;;voice of historical reality ("reality") , 
that their notions are rooted in the 
"objective", "realistic" world. 

!Time (as opposed to "history") is not very 
:kind to this conflict of ideas and pract
ice. Whatever may have been the validity 
of non-libertarian views, virtually all 
objections to anarchist thought have been 

,rendered meaningless today. The modern 
:city and state, the massive technology of 
1industrialisation with its "rationalised" 
!systems of mass-production and tightly 
controlled organisation of labour, the 
centralised nation, the state and its 

1bureaucratic apparatus - all are beyond 
•their limits. Whatever progressive or 
.liberatory role they may have possessed, 
they have now become entirely regressive 
and oppressive. They are regressive not 
only because they erode the human spirit 
and drain the community of all its cohes
iveness, solidarity, ethics and cultural 
standards:they are regressive from an 
ecological stand point. For they undermine 
the viability of the planet and all life 
on it. It cannot be emphasized tcostrongly 

that the anarchist concepts of a balanced 
COITIJllunity, a face-to-face democracy, a 
humanistic technology and a decentralised 
society are not only desirable, they are 
also necessary. They belong not only to 
the great vision of the future of humani
ty, they also constitute the preconditions. 
for human survival. 

It has become obvious to many that there 
were not technical or economic reasons 
why decentralised, participatory producer 
-and consumer-control production systems 
could not be set up which would be quite 
effective in providing all the necessities 
and a good deal more. Unfortunately the 
unleashing of imagination and energy 
needed to create such systems and convince 
people they are possible, desirable and 
necessary didn't really come out of the 
discussion on Anarchy and Ecology at the 
Occasion (though activity resulted from 
other workshops). We didn't really evolve 
any new projects to carry on the struggle. 
Some people supported their publicist 
activity/awareness-raising approach (broa
dsheets, publications etc.) Others 
(including me) argue that this tactic of 
explaining to people they're oppressed -
of illustrating the gap between what is 
and what could be - is of limited value. 
I'd argue that most people suppress their 
awareness of past or all of their oppress
ion in order to live with it. In practi
cal terms I'd suggest that projects such 
as food co-ops and rural communes with 

•political perspective can be more success
ful in encouraging people to break out of 
their "false consciousness", to see the 
world afresh and gain both the confidence 
and the opportunities to regain control 
over their lives. To change society down 
to the roots the majority of people h~ 
to want it to change and to fight for 
their desires. 

So the Radical Ecology Occasion won't be 
remembered for producing comprehensive 
strategies. But the contacts and friend
ships, ideas and plans from the Occasion 
should prove very valuable. And if for 
nothing else I'll remember the Occasion 
for the piece in the video on the street 
farmers - a London group with a self
explanatory name. A street farmer walked 
across the screen with a giant voice 
bubble saying (both the bubble and the 
street farmer) : "Bite the hand that feeds 
you". 

(For those who didn't pick the massive 
plagarisms, a lot of this rave was borrow
ed from page 8 of "Radical Technology" 

,ed. P. Harper & G. Boyle and from ''Ecology 
,and Revolutionary Thought" written by 
!Murray Bookchin in early 1965. 

SQUASH 

The Squash Tournaments have finished. 
The scores for the finals were: 

Heather Howes (A.E.S.) 
v 

Maureen McCallam (A.E.S.) 

Neil Thyer (S & B) 
v 

Roger Holmes (Science) 

8 - 10 
9 - 6 
9 - 2 

5 - 9 
9 - 4 
9 - 3 
9 - 2 
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HOW TO AVOID 

1. Don't go out without clothes. 
That encourages men. 

/ 

2. Don't go out with clothes. 
· Any clothes encourage some men. 

3. Don't go out alo~e at night. 
That encourages men. 

4. Don't go out alone at any time. 
Any situation encourages some men. 

5. , Don't go out with a female friend. 
Some men are encouraged by numbers. 

- 8. Avoid childhood. 
Some rapists are turned on by the ·very 

youn~. 

9. Avoid old age. 
Some rapists inflict themselves on 
aged wpmen. 

10. Don't have.neighbours. 
These often rape women. 

11. Don't hr:t?JP a father, grandfather," 
uncle or brother. 
These are the relatives who most often 
rape young women. 

6. Don't go out wi·th a male friend. 12. ;}on't marry. 
· Some male friends are capable of rape, Rape is legal within marriage. 
or you may meet a rapist who will 
assault your friend before starting on 13. TO BE QUITE SURE: 
you. DON'T EXIST! 

7. Don't stay at home. 
Intruders and relatives are both 
potential rapists. 

(P. S." Don't get into cars with strange me:n. 
And remember, all men are strange as heli1

) 



When the newspaper collective was 
formed at ~he beginning of the se
mester the general opinion expressed . 
was that it sho_uld move towards a 
raising of political consciousness 
within the university and to give 
minority groups- which eventually 
means those not generally given ade~ 
quate coverage by the press, some 
chance of reasonable voice. 
What has happened during this semest
er _is that the hoped for active pool
ing ·of people's energies has not 
come to pass. The present situation 
is very much like that of la?t year 
when Sian Lewis and Anne McNeil had 
to pad out the paper somehow: be it 
maki1,1g up, in very short. time, ." , arti
cles or freely borrowing from sources 
such as other student newspapers, 
a number of Womens and Radical Ec
ology papers. The difference this 
year is that there is perhaps more 
a systematic reprinting within the 
paper of articles from such sources. 

Again there is a situation where a 
group of people are waiting or grud
gingly relying on articles to be 
submitted to white boxes in order 
to print the paper. With these issues 
too, such articles are no t to be 
found in these boxes. '.'o print as 
much as possible of what is submit-

. ted has been· the rule so as to en-
courage people to write with a full 
knowledge of being heard; but such 
a policy can lead to excess like 
that of criticism without content 
e.g. "The typist wishes it to be 
known this is a load of shit" 
which, however indirectly, discour
ages such contributions so critic
ised being written in the first place. 

We have a situation where the local 
content is minimal and where it is 
preferable to reprint articles from 
other sources because they best ex
press the aims of furthering awarP
ness of such things as discrimination 
of exploitation, and perhaps are of 
more quality. 

The student newspaper is funded by 
the union (it does not accept adv
ertising- except for those who can 
make out a case for struggling for 
a buck) bearing this in mind some 
doubt must be cast on the . validity 
of its continued existence: being 
actively contributed to by a hand
ful of p1eople, further filled out 
with already existent published art
icles . 

Considering the amount of time and 
effort involved in the newspaper 
it is reasonable "to expect, a commit~ 
ment to a certain political prospect 
and a corresponding wish to publish 

. articles in this domain. Extrainious 
things like club meetings , sporting 

I 

columns etc . can be ommitted and there 
can be littl~ argument against this 
ommission considering Griffith is 
one of the few tertiary institions 
that does not pay its edit;ors .some 
form of honorarium for doing the 
work during the year-it simply can 
not afford to. 

The point may be in what manner such 
a commitm:ent is expressed; it is 
not best expressed through the al
most incest~al bind of reprinting 
from sources, however little ~he stu
dent reader may have had access to 
these sources for his own reading ; 
The reasons for this are by analogy 
the problems of the tired qliche
thingscan be so often i,repeated that . 
they becme boring. Paradoxically 
Grlffitti, being . an organ for stu
dents,handicaps it to · a limbo of 
banalities calculated to present 
as possible political issues(or con
frontations) which are not simple 
,but seem to be a maximum of simple
fication possible in order to pre
sent the urgency of a situation to 
the student public. To confirm rather 
than inform with an overall view 
.conciously at variance with the "est
ment" which in these sources becomes 
a mammoth amorphous unity unable to 
be separated into discete pa~ts. 
The search for the lowest comon den
ominator is always one destined for 
this kind of criticism. Considering 
this is ·a proplem of just about every 
other student newspaper in Austra.lia. 
I can see no possibility of the sit
uation being altered for the one at Gr
iffith. 

(a member of the editor~ 
ial collective) 

The typist wishes it to be lmown that she 
has been .misquoted in the above article · . 

T~CHIN(1 \S 
Tt\E M~:r o~ 
TuTT1wc1 ,,_I 
Wo~ ltll 

You" A\C>IJ T~ 
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UUCLEAR POWER - PROMISE (OR PERIL) OF THE 
FUTURE 

A v ery special type of society will be 
necessary to permit our survi al (even if 
only short term survival) in a h igh energy 
nuclear powered world. The hope for long 
term survival is a non-entity with nuclear 
power . The existence of even v ery limited 
numbers of nuclear power plants poses many 
g rave problems. "Fission energy i s safe", 
said Hannes Alven, "Only if a number of 
crit ical devices work as they should, if 
a number of people in key pos itions follow 
a ll their instructions; if there is no 
sabotage, no hijacking of the t r ansports, 
if no reactor fuelprocessing plant or re
proc e ssing plant or repositry anywhere in 
the world is situated in a region of riot 
or guerilla activity and no revo l ution or 
war - even a conventional one-takes place 
in these regions ..• no acts of God can 
be permitted". 

It i s not difficult to envisage s ome of 

Semiofficial U.S. proposals would authori
se m'inature private armies, a federal 
nuclear security force, extensive invest
igation and surveillance of private citi
zens, infiltration of potentially threat
ening groups and new federal police powers 
infringing traditional civil liberties. 
such sociopolitical impacts may be as 
profound as the environmental impacts 
against which they are directed. Spectres 
of 1984 and Queensland with a dozen Joh's 
are conjured in the imagination by such 
proposals. 

One of. the greatest proponents of nuclear 
power is Alvin Weinberg, Director of the 
U.S. Federal Energy Office, and a member 
of the wartime team who designed the first 
large power reactors. He is one of the 
few thoughtful pro-nukes, and has some 
awareness of the increasingly difficult 
sociotechnological problems of nuclear 
power. Weinberg projects a future world 
with 15 billion people using 2,400 giant 
reactors ..• to give everyone an average 
energy consumption equal to twice today's 
U.S. per capita average. He envisages 
the creation of a permanent nuclear 
priesthood to _guard and protect all nucle 
ar plants, shipments and waste deposits. 
"We extract a commitment - essentially 
for ever-," says Weinberg, "That man will 
exercise the vigilance and discipline 
necessary to keep our nuclear fires well 
behaved." Many proponents accept that 
such measures of surveillance will be 
vital in a plutonium enriched world.· 
What they are prepared to ignore is the 
profound implications of such a society 
on people and its profound moral and 
ethical implications. 

Even so, their promises or vigilance have 
been broken already. The firing of a 
welding inspector at a N.P.P. in Virginia 
for being too faithful in reporting fault 
in welds that are vital to the safety of 
any reactor is an example of this. Two 
workers were later killed when a steam 
pipe burst in that same plant. 

The overwhelming problems of social organ 
isation posed by NP, spread deeper than 
containing toxic materials and manipulat
ing and controlling people. The social 
implications of centralised electrificat
ion are as disquieting as the repressive 
organisation it will require, NP is the 
most complex and slowest kind of technolo 
gy to deploy; is remotely administered by 
a highly bureaucratised, technocratic 
elite with little personal commitment 
to their clients; is vulnerable to large 
scale and extremely expensive mistakes 
and failures and is entirely at the 

the social structures necessary t o ma i n
tain order in such a world. Proposed 
safeguards are likely to be repressive, or · 
ineffective or (probably) both. There are 
profound and permanent social commitments 
and controls that adoption of nuclear 
power will entail. High energy s ocieties 
are bound to be coercive and to o f fer less 
scope for social diversity and individual 
freedom. 

mercy of a few people. A handful of 
power engineers can turn off a country an 
a single rifleman can black out most 
cities. The majority of the worlds peopl 
es needs are often incompatible with larg 
scale high technology, highly centralised 
sources. 

We still have time-though barely enough -
to choose technologies that reflect h~ , 
values under human control not th se 



p romoted by technologists w o cannot 
distinguish "can" from "should". What 
matters is the ability to meet the energy 
needs of people in p~rticular circumstan
ces. Indeed, the energy technologies that 
most people in the world need are those 
which perfor~ basic end uses such as heat-

ing, cooking, lighting and pumping; and 
these can be done admirably by simple 
devices using sun, wind and organic conve

lrsion. These are not glamorous technolog-
ies, they are ideal for poor as well as 
rich countries and have no military 
applications, so people seriously inter
ested in developing them tend to receive 
every assistance short of actual help. 

Some people, impressed and fascinated by 
the glittering achievemerts of technology, 
say that if we will only have faith in 
human ingenuity ( namely theirs), we shall 
witness the second coming of Prometheus, 
bringing us undreamed of freedom and plen
ty. Some other people think we should 
plan on something more modest, lest we 
find instead undreamed of tyrrannies and 
perils, and that even if we had an unlimi
ted energy source, we would lack the dis
cipline to use it wisely. Such people are 
really saying two things; first, that 
energy is not enough to solve the ancient 
problems of the human spirit; and second, 
that the technologist£ who claim they can 
satisfy Alv~n'c condition that "no acts 
of God can be permitted" are guilty of 
hubris the human sin of divine arrogance. 
We have today an opportunity-perhaps our 
last - to start to foster in our society 
a greater humility, one that springs 
from an .appreciation of the essential 
fraility of the human design. 
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In a recent A.U.S. paper the question "What 
do you think of Bob Hawke?" was put to some 
students. This is what the editorial coll
ective thinks: 

THE MILD 
COLONIAL 

BOY 
There is a Mild Colonial Boy by name of 
R.J. Hawke, 
You'd think that he was Jesus Christ to 
listen to him talk. 
He is the System's only hope - the Bosses' 
pride and joy -
The darling of the media is this Mild 
Colonial Boy. 

* * * 
He's never faced election by the workers' 
rank and file, 
Yet every night on telly we're compelled 
to watch his dial. 
He'll scowl and raise one eyebrow - it is 
nothing but a ploy -
A useless bloody tame-cat is the Mild 
Colonial Boy. 

* * * 

He growls and drop~ ex~~~L~v~~ in a manner 
rather fi c r ··r-, 
He's just about as radical as good old 
Eric Pearce. 
He claims to be a Socialist - he's not .the 
real McCoy -
A '~abor' opportunist is the Mild Colonial 
Boy. 

* * * 
He loves to meet with Fraser and they have 
such cosy chats, 
He's loaded with ambition, and he wears 
too many hats. 
And action that is militant is certain to 
annoy 
This gruff 'abrasive' creampuff called the 
Mild Colonial Boy. 

* * * 
And if he gets to Parliament we know he'll 

--•never stop 
Till he's the biggest windbag in thatwell 
known Talking Shop. 
He'll smother them with bulldust, for he's 
seldom every coy -
And that's the last we'll hear of him -
the Mild Colonial Boy. 



©~~f?itl. 
CCOR[)/NG TO 

TI/£. \,/ORD or 
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When I was a student at the University 
I had the cheek to think 

' That I was a worker. 
Now as a worker in accord with G.N.P. 
I no longer believe 
In anything at all 
Except money status and what's on T.V. 

And so it came to pass that Latipac with 
this inspired wisdom soon invented a Huge 
Host of Saintly Laws about the CONTROL OF 
WORDS AND MEANING and proceeded to patent 
and copyright all words, to freeze and 
carefully define the meanings of such 
words that were related to the divine 
task of reproduction of money, status, 
.authority and POWER. Meanwhile Ruobal 
had tried very hard to play the Rules 
according to these ever expanding volumes 
of the Printed Saints but it soon became 
apparent that poor Ruobal who laboured 
long and hard pushing a peanut plough couJd 
no longer cope with the increasingly soph
isticated jargon of technology and pleaded 
with Saint Curr (Latipac's new gun boy) 
to allow his sons and daughters to join all 
of Latipac's children at the Hallowed Halls 
of University. 

Saint Curr grudgingly realised that in 
order for Saint Progress to continue reap
ing the rich rewards for Latipacs' Incor
porated, it was necessary for perhaps a 
few of the Ruobals to be indoctrinated and 
educated into the mysteries and techniques 

~~~~~~------------..... ----------~ 

DOG was in a beginning and DOG being 
weary of playing Solo Monopoly and always 
winning, decided to play a Three in One 
game and created two men whom he named 
Latipac and Ruobal. DOG sent Ruobal 
empty handed onto the monopoly board but 
forbade him the fruit of knowledge at 
Mayfair; then DOG whispered to Latipac 
"Go do your multiplying and bear only the 
fruit that is capable of reproducing it's 
own kind," and slipped him two hundred 
freshly picked peanuts. 

· of the Modern Progressive Peanut Plough -
Saint Economics, Saint Business Finance, 
Saint Law and Saint Medicine and Psychia
try. So Saint Curr acting on Higher Auth
ority rushed a new copyright through Saint 
Parliament, thus freezing the word that 
had sometimes been whispered and misused 
in ci few of the homes of the Ruobals -

Saint Privilege. Ruobals wishing to pro
ceed to the Saint Lucy Academic Factory 
and all Ruobals generally had to thorough
ly believe and think that THIS was a 
Privilege only to be afforded by the grace 
of Saint Taxpayer. This was not a diffi-



cult tas as most taxpayers e onge to 
the Ruobal Family and had long believed 
in the Dogly Wisdom of Saint Media and 
Saint Freedom of the Press which were 
cleverly disguised Lap Dogs of Latipacs' 
Incorporated. It was also not strange 
that many Ruobals had long since accepted 
and worshipped the established meanings 

f Saint Work and Saint Productive; so 
Saint Curr and Latipacs' Incorporated · 
remembering the Gospel according to the 
oly Dog - 'multiply and reproduce bags & 

bags of fruity peanuts· - excitedly but with 
reverence, allowed a few Ruobals • sons into 
the hallowed halls with Saint Privilege as 
the pass~ord. Thus this new elite happily 

d passively accepted after being caref
lly selected by the Saint Intelligence 
~ests and Saint Examinationa, their privil 
ged role of the ascetic student. 
here were large nurrbers of potential 

Ruobal Elite who either wished to learn 
the ways of Saint Progress but were unable 
to because of Saint Quota, or those whose 
social conditioning had been upset along 
the way by broken homes, falling asleep at 
school at the wrong moments or not being 
subiected to the Holy T.V. or the Holy 
Newspapers, or those who submitted to the 
corrupting influence of reading railways 
timetables on deserted toilet seats; and 
it was these Ruobals who aimlessly drifted 
without purpose into the lowest of all 
forms of Saint Education - humanities 

National Conference/Festival in Canberra 

lOth - 14th December, 1976. 

Several weeks ago Mr. Jim Cairns suggested 
that there should be a national conference 
/festival - "Down to Earth, a Sharing of 
Alternatives". The idea has been widely 
taken up. The conference will be from 
10th-14th December, 1976 although many 
people will arrive from December lst. 

Jim Cairns sees the conference/festival 
as follows:-

The purpose of the festival will be to 
show: 

(a) that there is need for radical change 
in contemporary, industrial sociAty becau
se of: 

. the threat of nuclear destruction, 
the exhaustion of terminable 
resources, 

. the alienation of individuals from 
themselves, from others and from 
nature, 
the prevalence of violence within 
societies and between them, and the 
trend towards more and more author
itarian rule by governments, police 
and other authorities. 

(with a small h). A search in the Saint 
Governments~ archives for Latipacs' paten
ts and copyrights reveals that Saint Darwir 
has explained this primitive phenomenon as 
a living fossil of the dying twig at the 
base of the family tree of Saint Man (or 
Saint Ape?) , somewhere near the fork of 
Latipac and Ruobal. 

(b) that the necessary radical change 
requires a change of people - no change 

. leaders, of governments, er any ruling 
body can change things unless people , 
change. 

of 

And as decreed by Saint Convention every 
beginning must have its ending; the end of 
the alloted time (with great expense to 
the taxpayer) of the privileged students 
(from 3 to 6 years), is only a beginning 
for his/her forthcoming struggle in the 
Saintly Gospel of 'The Survival of the 
Fittest' and its parasitic twin the Saint 
Hierarchy of Power Prestige and Authority. 
The Graduated Son or Ruobal is now WORKING 
at selling 'PET ROCKS' PRODUCED, packaged 
and directed by Latipac and Sons. 'You 
too could have a pet rock like mine, it 

swims to the bottom of the fish tank and 

stays there tillyou fetch him, very obedi
ent, you never have to feed him, put him in 
little kitchen kennel and he's as faithful 
and obedient as - Ah DOG where's your sense 
of humour it is only a game of MONOPOLY? 

(c) that to be effective the changed 
persons must discover and start from their 
own real needs. They must have the ' ... 
Will to be that self which they truly are! 
This is the starting point. But alienat
ion in our society has made it impossible 
for individuals to know their own true 
and natural needs. Their needs have been 
and are created by others. Individuals 
must now go beyond their alienation, be
yond their own socialisation to acquire 
the will and confidence to live freely 
against repression from others, which 
becomes internalised and causes secondary 
drives of acquisitiveness, hate and 
violence - usually mistaken for human 
nature. The free individual will then 
naturally co-operate with others who are 
similarly freed or seeking to be free, and 
thereby will form a community for radical 
change - a peoples' iiberation movement. 

(d) that threats to survival come not 
from free individuals seeking satisfaction 
of their own natural needs, but from 
external prrssures upon individuals which 
repress and frustrate them. Threats to 
survival come not from the expression of 
individual self-interest, but from extern
al forces and pressures upon individuals 
which pervert their natural and healthy 
self-i~terest, and produce political help-



lessness, mechanica obe ience or sense- · 
less revolt, excess'ive guilt and lack of 
personal confidence. These trends and the 

sh, develop and defend these 'enclave' 
groups and to provide supportive faciliti
es for , the whole alternative community in 
their development, defense and growth. 

. plenary sessions with theme present-
' ations. 

criseswithin them are making all societies 
more and more authoritarian. They stren
gthen the mind-·f~rming ·powers of each 
system and make the modern hegemony (the. 
cultural supremacy) into . a kind of organic 
whole made up of millions of individual 
~ells - the individual minds of people, 
each becoming more and more similar. 

There must surely be a new renascence of 
the free co-operating individual if the 
people of this modern, automated1 indust
rial society, whatever its politi~s, are 
to survive. If such a renascence is to 
come it must come from the people them
selv~s; from individuals and groups; from 
workers, from students and other youth, 
from ethnic commun_i ties, communes, co
operatives, sex reformers, feminists, 
peace activists and from alternative 
education, health and work democracy. They 
become the communi~y for radical change:
the peoples' liberation movement. 

The n.ew sustainable society will be made 

The festival will plan strong follow-up 
action including: 

• continuing festival gatherings .all 
over Australia. 

. establishment of 'communication 
trees' by telephone and letter beginning 
with a few .and extending to thousands. 

. establishm~nt of a publication for 
all the many alternative groups. 

· . establishment of communities which 
can apply co-operation in production, 
living, education, health etc. 

. establishment and development of en
richment or growth centers-people's 
liberation cebters. 

up of alternatives of a multitude of forms. . establishment of a Trust to draw 
It will require political .action. But.the together the conununity for growth and 
question must be +aised ·and answered: is ii-litiate a~tion on its behalf. 
it possible to reach a sustainable society 
without raising consciousness well beyond It is' likely tha't Eva Reich (daughter of 
acceptable norms? How far is it poss~ble Wilhelm Reich), Gerda Boysen, Arthur 
in organisations depending upon elections Lincoln Paul, James Prescott and Bala 
of representatives to raise consciousness Tempo will attend from overseas. 
beyond acceptable norms? 

The alternative society will need: 

UNITY within the individual person, not 
dominance of the mind over the body. 

U:'UTY of the individual with others, 
dominance by others. 

UNITY with nature, not dominance over 

Accommodation will be available in Canb
erra ranging from camping sites at one 
dollar ($1.00) a night to motal-type . 
accommodation. There will be a fee or 
levy of ten ($10. 00) per person in addit"".. ' 

rot ion to donations to cover hall-hire for 
main sessions and workshops. 

nature. 

The national festival will be held to see 
if there is in Australia this community 
for change, for change by _individuals and 
for a change in society. Already about 
2,000 people have attended meetings in 
Sydney, Canberr~ '· Melbourne, Fremantle 
and Brisbane. Meetings will continue and 
will include Adelaide, Hobart and Launces
ton. Smaller regions and areas will be 
holding their own on-going gatherings. 
The Canber.ra festival is not just one 
gathering - it is .aprocess that has alrea
dy begun, and will continue on into the 
future. 

It is expected that the festival will 
consist of: 

. px~sentations by alternative groups 
interested in community living, organic 
foods, herbs, personal growth and other 
alternatives-living activities. 

• presentations of the needs of worker 
s, students and other youth., ethnic comm
unities, feminists, sexual reformers, and 
access radio. 

• worksho s to devise means to establi 

FILll 
---------- - - .; -· -.. 

' ; 

Arrangements are being made to establish 
a Film Society at Griffith from the start 
of 1977: See the insert in this copy of 
Griffitti for details of the proposed 
Society. We also need your ideas so that 
a popular selection of films can be made 
for 1977 and so that the films can be 
shown at the most convenient time for you. 
Therefore if you are interested in seeing 
the right films at the right times at 
Griffith in 1977 return the bloody quest
ionnaire which is attached to the supple
ment! 

Responsibilty is taken by: 
The F.ditorial Collective. 
Published by: Griffith U~versity 
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