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E ITORIAL 
On Monday, 9th August four delegates were 
appointed by the Griffith University 
General Assembly, .to attend the next 
T.E.A.S. meeting at Queensland University. 
The purpose of the delegation was to put 
the propositions to the Qld. University 
students that the Wednesday 18th rally be 
held in the City Hall and that the plat
form on the night be open and truly demo
cratic. It was the high degree of support 
for these proposals expressed at the Grif f
i th Assembly that led to the formation of 
the delegation. 

At the Thursday 12th T.E.A.S . . meeting of 
the Queensland University the Griffith 
delegates discovered that democracy was 
dead. 

To their suprise the delegates found that 
the meeting was not held in the forum area 
as advertised but in a room in the relax
~ tion block as the forum had been given 
over to another group. Subsequently the 
attendence was dismal and for most of the 
time there were no more than 40 students 
present . . The majority of thoes proposals 
ance were members of political groups who 
saw these proposals emanating from the 
grass roots as being a challenge to their 
bureaucratic leadership and control of the 
student b.ody. N rational dicussion of 
the propositions took place and the meet
became the s·cene of a battle with partisan 
interests attacking the proposals in an 
attempt to maintain their power over 

student movements and a small group, 
on behalf of the absent ~ajority, 
desperately defending the principal of 
democracy. A vote was taken from which 
our delegates were excluded, 27 votes 
in favpur of the square, 9 votes in 
favour of the City Hall. Thus it was 
the "Queensland University's" decis
ion to reject the proposal and meet 
in the square. 

Novote was taken on the proposals f 
for a democratic pla form and the 
chairperson instigated the formation 
of a body of representatives from 
each institution to choose and assign 
a parade of of fical speakers for the 
rally. The Griffith delegates were 
asked to nominate such a represent
ative but declined on the basis of · 
their belief in democracy as they 

felt a :representative" could only 
be elected ~y the General Assembly 
of Griffith University. 

When a Queensland Uni. student per
sisted in his defence for the pro
posal of a democratic platform one 
of the members of the vested pol
itical intersets demanded that the 
student be thrown out. Despite the 
fact that the demand was rephrased 
in the form of a motion, it was 
from this point onwards that our 
delegates became disillusioned with 
the sad state of the meeting. This 
attack on freedom of speche was 
indicative of the overall attitudes 
of authoritarian interests towadd 
democracy. 

Democracy can only be founded if the 
indivi~ual assumes full responsibil
ity and participates in the decision 
making process. 



In October 1975, a well-known stu
dent activist of Adelaide, Dave MacPherson 
was the victim of an entirely unprovoked 
and brutal bashing by three policemen. 
MacPherson was framed, and charged on . 
five counts of assault. 

April, this year, two dawn raids 
wree carried out on the home of Melbourne 
Communist League members Annette Hulme 
and Gaele Sobott, and also that of 
David Armstrong. A flimsy excuse of 
searching for "explosives" was given. 
Instead, the police confiscated address 
books and papers, and charged Armstrong 
with possession of stolen property (some 
government ball-point pens, a bed sheet 
and a library book). Further Armst~ong 
was accused by the police of certain 
ludicrous terrorist activities. 

In mid-June at a small anti-Kerr 
demonstration outside Brisbane's Park 
Royal, two people (Steve Painter and 
Chris Mavee) were arrested for allegedly 
failing to obey police instructions. 
One was a seller of a radical newspaper. 

Beginning to see a pattern? These 
actions, and countless others in a 
similar vein, are blatantly politically 
motivated. They are indicative of the 
sort of tactics employed against our 
basic freedoms by the present repressive 
government - a government comprised of 
wealthy people, ensuring the interests 
of the wealthy business class. 

Meanwhile, the interests of students 
women in general, workers, migrants and 
aborigines are, if not totally ignored, 
merely paid a condescending lip-service. 

' 

The alarming curtailment of our 
fundamental democratic rights takes many 
insiduous, underranded forms .• There 
appears to be an organised campaign to 
smother dissent wherever it is apparent. 
The filthy strategy involves constant 
intimidation and· smearing of all radicals 
- and not-so-radica·ls. Activities range 
from arrest on trumped-up charges, to 
miserably biased media coverage of such 
events. 

Australian students have in the past 
been in the vanguard of movements for 
civil liberties, national liberation, the 
feminist movement and the like. It is 
high time that students again took the 
initiative. There is a lot wrong with 
Australia today, and students are in a 
position to agitate for change. 

The Queensland "~remier" says he 
expects further demonstrations ("Such a 
nuisance; they should only be allowed 
freedom of speech on thefr campuses.") 
Let's not disappoint him - don't be in
timidated, don't stand for a 'democracy' 
which is nothing but a dismal farce. 

I urge you, as students, and as 
oppressed members of society, to stand 
up and fight for your rights. 

S.P. 

The T. E.A.S. Rally (29th July) met with 
a storm of reaction which the part-icipant 
icipants of the rally were not quite ready 
for. It is amazing that such a small 
number of people most of whom are merel~ 
interested i n scoring a little more 
money, not to much that would be embar
assing but just enough to make life a 
·little easier . Joh, (Cabinet) has 
•squashed rumors of an investagation 
into the police actions. The police 
have asked for directions (Carte Blanche) 
from above to deal with further demon
strations. Joh has information on 
further demo's, courtesy of Special 
Branch & A.S.I.O. and is threatening 
harsher measures. e.g. more police. 
There is am important principie involved 
in the whole treatment of the T.E.A.S. 
rally. Joh has used it as a way of 

This politically motivated repression demonstrating his power over the Cabinet. 
is especially relavent to students. The · The Qld. Government is now totally run ~ 
recent treatment of the T.E.A.S. demon- by Joh who, not for any selfish personal 
stration, involving actual police-initiated reason is doing it in the interests of thr 

' violence and squashing of a proposed the community, or so he says. The A.L.P. 
inquiry into the matter, is an outstanding ha~ -lepton . the band wagon of Civil 
example of the lengths the paranoiac Liberties, working on the principle, 
government officials will go to. it's alright to say your piece as long 

as you leave it at that, which is more 
All this in the 

What a sham, .a con, 
Australian people: 

name of democracy 
a huge rip-off of the 

liberal than Joh's stance of preferring 
not to have it said. Various right 
wingers have called for investigations, 



e.g. witch hunts into universities, . 
which they unfortunately fund. Doug 
Fraser, A.U.S. heavy, ,is using it as 
a stage to present himself to the world 
as the Peoples' Saviour hence the ring
ing clich~s and revolutionary stance. 
The expressions of solidarity fail to 
cover a jaded rea~ity where action is 
nil but rehetoric is all. The whole 
issue is taken out of the hands of the 
students and into the realm of the lead
ers. Doug Fraser sees himself as the 
rouser of the masses (us). Joh sees 
himself as the lone vanguard of the 
community (us againf). The leaders are 
the ones who should be investigated. 
It isn't usual for the average studertt 
to be disgusted by the T.E.A.S. allow
ance. He/she has to be insidiously 
subverted and unknowingly led by "dan
gerous radicals" who plot the downfall 
of civilization as we know it. Joh, 
Defender of the Faith and his loyal 
legions - The Police, the only ones 
that stand between the forces of evil 
apd their victory. · All very D grade 
movie stuff but this is how they att
empt to relate to people. Meanwhile 
our intelligenc-e and principles are 
totally ignored and the clich~s continue. 

Most students are nice - it's only the 
ratbag ·minority. 
Most police are nice ' - it's only that 

· they are provoked. 
Most politicians are nice - it's only 
that some don't know how to take hints. 

NOSTALGIA ON THE MARCH. 

Well the nostalgia kick has finally hit 
the students sacred realm- the demon
stration. The press would have us believe 
that the sixties movement is out on the 
march again. Even the police are lending 
a _hand, or should I say baton. On July 29, 
a . group of permitless marchers, on their 
way to a peaceful protest, were molested 
under the Grey Street Bridge by some of 
our' wonderful boys in blue. The were re
ally getting into the nostalgia; in the 
sixties a a -bunch of anti-Vietnam pro
testers led by a now semi retired exhib-

iter of revolutionary paraphenalia were 
attacked, this occurred just a bit fur
ther on than the latest. The police, it 
would seem, are getting a little more 
efficent. Last time they issued and then 
withdrew a permit, (rather a waste of 
secretarial power) this thime no permit 
was issued. The police were however a . 
little more squeemish, no blood was spilt 
(pity?). Due to the present popul~rity 
of the protectors of the people the march 
was allowed to continue, minus some very 
dangerous pieces of cardboard (they were 
not corrected and returned however, so no 
one _has to write out their spelling mis
takes). In the city square Mr. D. Fraser 
was organising chants and allowing peo
ple to speak in preparation for the final 
act: The speakers were all notables and 
on opening the floor the previously men
tioned "semi-retired" revolutionary dis
player of antique attire from the sixties 
made a small speech, .in the press this 
particular persons present was noted, 
they even had a mug shot, (probably stra
ight from A.s.i.o.'s files). Well no 
doubt you will want to know the conclu
sion. Well Mr. Fraser had most of the 
people singing songs and. cheering is would 
appear he was attempting to work the whole 
mass up into an orgasm of sixties fever 
(probably for the Guiness Book of Records: 
1000 students came) a bit of difference 
from the awkward silence and quips about 
pubs that flew about when the Q.I.T. and 
Griffith contingents waited for the moll
ested marchers to arrive. The final song 
didn't really get it off but sort of faded 
away .••• 
Solidarity Solidarity Solidanairy Solid 
and hairy - yes he was a big police man. 

This article has no relevance to the rais
ing of student allowances only to the 
silly way the movement played into the 
presses' hands. They provided all the 
extra bullshit that sells papers. 
Violence and radicalism weren't what this 
demo was about but there were red flags 
and militant paper salespeople, revolution 
ary paraphenalia. In this sort of protest 
not all people want social revolution and 
.so those committed to changing this 
society in a drastic manner should attempt 
to refrain· from their usual prancing and · 
paradings. Keep it to the level of -
we want more than $31, we want· everyone to 
get it, we want increased -education 
spending. 

The typist wishes it to be known that 
she takes no responsibility for the above I 

. I 

article. 
She thinks it is full of shit. 



1- POSITIONSVACANT 

Part lime, Oisual 

BLUDGING STUDENT 
KNOWN SALARY • from $1 - $36 per week 
.(permanent for the next ten years) 

EXTRAS - Generous allowances on all pub
lic transport and entertainment; heavily 
ubssided on canteen food prices; luxury 
appartments specially provided toaall 
students at reduced rates; two free tick
ets for each student to policemen's xmas 
party and front row seats in all christ
ian ~hurches on Sundays if I.D. is shown. 

ENTERTAINMENT - listening to the "DIVINE 
TAXPAYER" - "Oh you're another one of 
them bludgers, BUT WHAT ARE YOU GONNA BE 
when ya finish?"; deriving pleasure from 
the accidental attack on policeman's 
batons & jackboots with groin and face; 
happy in the thought of being one-quarter 
of a human-being NOW with the enormous 
potential of becoming one whole taxpayer 
later on (or) for those who pass the . 
means test the erotic drive of becoming 
the 10 in 1 super executive much later on. 
After doing maximum workload of 20 hours 
per week of wasteful academic diatribe, 
listening to the all-wise taxpayer tell
ing you - '.'When you' re ful 1 y matured ana 
are productive and earning your way in 
the real world - if you're real smart you 
might even become a super-executive." 

MEANS TESTS -· TEAS not applicable to 
children whose f ather is a super-execu
ti ve; all ot hers are eligible to share 
in generous T.E.A.S. scheme. 

BLUDGERS MOTTO 
Student+ (T.E.A.S. money) = BLUDGERS INC. 

SUPER EXECUTIVE"S MOTTO 
Morals + Peanut money = SUPER EXECUTIVE 

POSITIONS VACANT 
·- ' -·------·-

IVBl & Bovs 

SUPER EXECUTIVE 
KNOWN SALARY -$50,000 - $250,000 per ann. 
(automatic cost of living adjust.) 

MENTIONABLE EXRAS - Luxury homes at St. 
Lucia, Kenmore or Kingaroy with swimpools 
servants and an assortment of sycophants; 
Life membership to exe . golf or 
yachting clubs; company car and chauffeur 
automatic membership to board of directors 
of any multi-national company of your 
choice (we believe fanatically in free
dom of choice) & board of manipulators 
on stock exchange. IMMEDIATE SOCIAL 
PRESTIGE. Company aeroplane plus pilot; 
lifetime pension at 80% of previous 
salary. 
OTHER EXTRAS (not for· th~ taxpayers ears 
gifts of all kinds - cases of French 
Champagne, watches, cars, shares in 
mining companies and frequent overseas 
trips with all attractions of the exotia 
erotica and bags and bags ao fresh pea~ 
nuts; and many many more. 
ENTERTAINMENT - reading of· the Courier 
Male, Daily Stock Exchange Report; visit-

. ing brothels on overseas trips and attend
ing church on Sundays with the family and 
dreaming about tax havens. 
MEANS TEST - Father's income should exceed 
$100;000; Father must be President of 
LIONS and/or a respectable GOLF CLUB; 
mother must be pretty and have no more 
than grade 8 (grade 10 o.k. 'if secret
tarial shorthand and typing); wife must 
be avid reader of Woman's Weakly and 
social page of Courier Male and know 
how to act coy, stupid and dumb when 
in the presence of the normal aggressive 
male; APPLICANT himself - formal educ- · 

ation not obligatory yet sound knowledge 
of finance and law almost essential; need 
to have strong morals and good religious 
background (N.B. Christians only - slant 
eyed and wog religions are O;U.T.) 
r --

APPLICATION FOR POSITION OF SUPER EXECUTIVE 

I promise on my honour that I _shall always love the Almighty 
Dollar, ao my duty to my leader and other money lovers by ensuring 
national service is reintroduced for recalcitrant youth to protect 
our hordes against the colourful peril. . 

I declare I am devoid of any human feelings when it comes to 
dealing with males who do not bow down to the illustripus dollar, that 
I am sane,normal, natural, heterosexual, white and pure and view all 
thinking women as lesbians and a threat to the extinction of the money 

' loving humoney race. I agree to call any male who does. not love money 
a filthy COMMO· and inform the Honourable Press at all times about all 
such kno~n COMMO RADICALS. 

DOWN WITH THE PESSIMISTIC SOCIETX 

& UP THE MIGHTY PEANUT 

Signed . ...................... . 



BUREAUCRATIC EVASION 

Following these disclosures, Mr; Borthwick, 
the minister for Conservation, denied that 
there had be.en any suppression of inform
ation, and the Premier, Mr. Hamer, said 
that Port Phillip was "alive and well" 
(Melbourne Herald, September 30, and 
October 1). Previous statements by Mr. 
Rossiter and Mr. Scanlan (both representing 
the Health Department) were denials that 
the figures for mercury levels in fish in 
the bay and other areas exceeded the safe 
limit of O.Sppm. 

The conspiracy of silence maintained by at 
least 3 State Government bodies, the 
Health Department, and both the Fisheries 
and Wildlife and the Environment Protection 
Authority (sic) divisions of the Ministry 
for Conservation, was brought to an end 
when Mr. Borthwick was forced to table 
relevant documents in Parliament in October 
The level and extent of pollution became 
alarmingly clear. The safe limit for 
methyl mercury in fish was exceeded for 12 
out of 21 species of fish tested. Species 
well over the limit included some commonly 
taken fish such as snapper and flathead 
from Port · Phillip Bay and blac.k bream from 
the Gippsland Lakes. It was also found 
that rainbow trout from Lake Colongulac 
and Murray cod from the Gouburn and 
Murray Rivers were abov'e the limit for 
methyl mercury (this probably being 
caused by the contamination of runoff 
from agricultural land with methyl mercury 
fungicides.) 

The level of cadmium in scallops from 
lakes Entrance and Corio Bay exceeded the 
limit of 2ppm. as did the mussels from 
Corio Bay. Zinc levels were also exceeded 
in scallops and mussels from some parts of 
Port Phillip Bay. 

These government departments have been sit
ting on such information for some time and 
results would riot have been released for 
quite a while had it not been for David 

Phillips. Amatuer fisherman and their 
families have for several years 
undoubtedly been consuming fish and 
molluscs (such as scallops and mussels) 
which contain dangerously high leve~s of 
certain heavy metals. 

Despite the ban, a Federal Health Author
ity survey carried out late in 1974, 
showed that 40 percent of fish sold in 
Victoria contained levels of methyl 
mercury in excess of O.Sppm. following 
this survey, further investigation by 
State Government ·Authorities on the 
wholesale Fish Market showed that large 
quantities of oversized shark and sharks 
with mercury levels in excess of O.Sppm. 
were being marketed (Hansard, no. 27). 

How long must the residents of Victoria 
(in fact those of all 3 southern states) 
wait before effective action is taken 
to curtail this heavy metal contamination 
of their diets and of the environment. 
Once again I stress that the release of 
heavy metals into an aquatic environment 
should never have occurred in Australia 
as the consequences of such discharges 
are well known. ·The blind subservience 
to industry shown in the past and prese~t 
governments, as reflected in their 
unwillingness to restrict industrial 
discharges, parallels the "genocide by 
neglect" that other governments have been 
branded with. The announcement of a 
special task force to determine the nat
ure of heavy metal pollution in Port 
Phillip Bay (Melbourne Age January 19) 
should be viewed for what it is; a step 
taken far too late to learn about a 
problem that has clear origins and 
solutions (if one is willing to treat 
the problem at the source) and is aimed 
at regaining lost prestige by an 
incompetent, authoritarian, so-called 
representative of the people. 

Beware of political parties bearing 
election promises pertaining to problems 
of which they are basically the cause 
in the first place. 



At the present time students in M.A.S. 
are discussing ways and means by 
which their course could be improved. 
The major criticisms are inflexibility 
and course rigidity. No doubt these 
criticisms are not confined to our 
school and for this reason we believe 
other students in the university 
should consider the ~ramifications of 
some of our proposals. 
Initially, a paper was perpared by three 
students which was then circulated among 
staff and students. On the whole, resp
onse has been favourable, although there 
are areas where opinions diverge consid
erably. Language study would be the 
most debatable. With regard to inflex
ibility and course rigidity students and 
staff agree that change is both nece.ss
ary and desirable. Unfortunately, this 
will not ensure that any restructuring 
of the course will be possible in the 
imminent future. With the recent cut 
backs in education the picture is not 
bright. Not only have scheduled increa
ses in the si'ze of the school been inde
finitely postoned, new proposals will 
be shelved for t he time being. For the 
reason we believe that the interdi~cip
linary ideal of Griffith University 
should be brought out of its mothballs 
and put into practice. There are resour
ces in both A. E.S. and Humanities that 
M.A.S. student s coul d utilize. Similar
ly, students in these scnools could 
take advantage of M.A.S. facilities. 
Because Gri ffith is still in it's infan
cy the present teething. problens in 
relat i on to courses are understandable . 
But it i s while the univer s ity is small 
tha t joint school courses should be 
planned and set up. A step in this 
direction has already been taken in the 
socialogy streams of M.A.S. and A.E.S. 
Courses should be available from next 
Year. We see no reason why an economics 
course could not be similarly planned. 
Likewise, the Media Course in Humanities 
should be available to students in other 
schools who are interested. 

Another avenue which we believe should 
be explored is reciprocal arrangements 
with other institutions. Such an 
arrangement would minimize staff and 
finance problems. Furthermore, it would 
enable students to pursue areas of inter
est not possible in their present course. 
It has been suggested that such an event
uation negates the intergrative approach 
of the university. May we suggest that 
it re-enforces interdisciplinary study 
and significantly reduces inflexibility. 

Finally, the concept of an additional 
year of study should be examined closely. 
The four year study could be run concur
rently with the three year, the addition
al year facilitating more depth or alter
natively, further interdisciplinary stud
ies. Once _again, this proposal is sub
ject to financing. The liklihood of 
government assistance for a two degree 

system is remote, but if the course was 
offered in diploma form, the propects 
are brighter. It must be stressed how
ever, that this proposal is not the main 
priority. 

. 
We believe that it is imperative t hat 
course content should be expanded for 
students. If the present rigid demar
cations between schools were abandoned 
the result would be immediate . Let's 
see the interdiscip!inary study, the 
flat bureaucracy, the "new approach" to 
education. Or was it all a big P.R. 
job? 

""'"" "l.'~ 
AA'l'\ \o 
1j. P\l~\~f.\\C.. ~ 



CGLUGBS & 

SOCICETIES .. 
If you are interested in setting up a 
new club or recreation organisation, 
then the Recreation Committee of the 
Board of Community Services is waiting 
to hear from you. Call in at Community 
Services for any further information. 
The following organisations are already 
established. 

The Underwater Club 
Photographic Access Club 
Martial Arts Club 
Fending Club 
Karate Club 
Rugby Club 
Self Soaring Association 
Women's Group 
Bushwalking Society 
Christian Union . 
Yoga Society 
Film Making Group 
Theatrical Group 
Women's Hockey Team 

These clubs can be contacted through 
Bill Abrahams. 

. I IS . l\L.L. " 

M.~TTEQ,. or 
SU0..\111/~ 

GOLF!! 

Anyone interested in yelling FORE!!! 
or other four letter words (beginning 
with f) and not to mention socialising 
at the 19th; gain the opportunity to 
do hy forming a Griffith University 
Golf Club. 

If enought interest is generated a club 
may be formed, creating an opportunity 
for those students and staff wishing 
to participate in social, inter-school 

or inter-varsity competition. Tuition 
for all calibre of golfers may also be 
provided. 

Could all those interest~d in forming 
such a club leave their name, school 
and club handicap (if any) etc. at 
Corrnnunity Services. For additional 
information contact Tom ward (M.A.S. 
2nd year) or Graham Black (Hum. 2nd 

GRIFFITH 

YOGA 

UNIVERSITY 

SOCIETY 

Yoga has been described in esse
nce as that way of life which 
leads to perfect health, sublim
ating the ignoble to that which 
is noble in the individual. · 

To achieve this development, Yoga 
provides a comprehensive system 
of techniques and principles 
relating to every aspect of the 
individual - physical, emotional, 
intellectual and spiritual. The 
several corresponding aspects of 
the Yoga educative system such as 
concentration techniques, physi
ological practices and discipline 
of attitude are all necessarily 
integrated and inseparable . 

The corrnnon mistake in approaching 
Yoga has always been the isolat
ion of its parts which when com
pounded by lack of all understan
ding or adulterative exploitat
ion by unqualified or unprinci
pled proponents of the _subject, 
has resulted in widespread mi!;l
conception of Yoga. 

In spite of this legacy however, 
Yoga remains immutable as the 
total system of self-development 
which has been evolved to perfec
tion over the 6,000 years of its 
known history. 

The following monograph on 'the 
problem of tension, presented by 
Mr Brian McCarthy, teacher for 
the Griffith University Society 
to a symposium in Melbourne this 
year on "Tension - Can Yoga Help" 
sheds light on the comprehensive 
importance of Yoga attitudes to 
daily living. The article is 
based no.t on any theoretical und
erstanding so much as on an appr
eciation born of experience of 
the problem in the process of 
growing self-awareness through 
Yoga. 

Martin Taylor 
President 



• 

IS TENSION INEVITABLEi However, situations which nalise by claiming that it 
is the pressure of having to 
cowpie,te the job which moti
valtEis " us, and yet our teact
ion to that pressure is 
inevitably tension-physical 
or mental. 

Brian McCarthy 

cause ~s tension may not · 
cause tension in others. 
So it seems it is not the 
situation but of its sympt

Although we all experience 
tension, few of us would 
accept the fact that it is 
not the normal state of aff-

oms rather than its· causes. 
· For example, we are able to 
say: "I am so tense that I 
have a headache". When ask- If we worked steadily and 

airs. From its effect on 
our health, our concentrat
ion, our relations with oth-
ers, 
look 

and ultimately our out
on life, one can only 
that it is basically 

ed why we are tense we would consistently at our chosen 
respond with: "Work is mak- tasks, there would be none 
ing me tense" or "The family of this so-called "pressure"' 
is making me tense". In · In other words it is necess
other words blaming situat- ; ary to recognise that most of 

lions rather than our own the "presi;iure" comes from 
attitudes. and reactions. I within ourselves. a negative force. Yet many 

feel 

of us feel that tension is 1 • 

· "t bl t f l'f ' Often we continuously put an inevi a e par o 1 . · e . . . · . : ourselves in a ten&e situat-and some would even con~ider 1 . b 1 k . 
't . t' t' ! ion ecause we ac right 

. ~ i as a maJor mo iva ing · 1 . .., . 
f t · ](; • · , mot:i.va:tion towards our work 
ac or in our wor ,, ! ib' l't' w rati'o-z · ~espons i i ies. e 

·BRISBANE FREEWAY PROTEST AND 
COMPENSATION COMMITTEE 

I P~ess Release 15/7/76 

1 !Secret Study · Spells Disaster for the._ 
Sc. ..ithern Suburbs 

1The Main Roads Department is currently 
preparing a secret report on the 
environmental effects of continuing 
building the South Eastern Freeway . 
This was revealed today by the secretary 
of the Brisbane Freeway Protest Committ
ee, Mr. Andrew Herington. 

He said, "Future extensions to t he South 
Eastern Freeway would bring congestion, 
pollution and unbearable noise to the 
southern suburbs. We believe Mr. Hinze 
is embarassed by the reports findings 
and he doesn't want residents to find 

: out about the report" . 

The area affected includes 40 acres oi 
Toohey Forest Park, three schools and 
hundreds of homes. The effect of 
extending the freeway to Klumpp Rd., 
Mt.Gravatt will be to expose at least 
a hundred homes to very high noise 

· levels of over 80 Db. Previously ' 

these homes were in quiet streets. 
Holfa.nd Pa.rk High School,. wi._U :Pe with;ln 
a hundred yards of the freeway. 
Students and teachers will not be able 
to hear themselves think inside the. 
classrooms. At present the Main Roads 
Department does not compensate people 
affected by noise or pollution. 

Norman Creek is to be ' turned into a 
·Concrete culvert. and the run off water 
pollution from the road will turn it 

~ into a lifeless dirty ·drain. Toohey 
Forest Pa~k is to be cut in two and 
destroyed as Brisbane's ~:mly decent 
natural park on the southside. 

Mr. Heri ngton sa.id , "The Main Roads 
'Department is t rying to circumvent the 
law concerning Env ironmental Impact 
Statements by pr eparing their study 
in s ecret. No opportunity has been 
presented for local residents to make 
submissions to the study as to the 
future of their suburbs". 

"In Melbourne and Sydney all new free
way work depends on intensive public 
·studies of the need for freeways and 
the total effect of building them. In
tensive economic and traffic investiga
tions are also involved. Brisbane 
should insist on such a study carried 
out by independent consultants with 
the full involvement of local residents 
throughout the southside. The cost of 
one study in Melbourne is $100,000 which 
is only 0.5% ,the cost of the freeway 
here. 

There should be a full investigation 
of the alternatives. The $20 million 
the extensions to the freeway will cost 
would buy 300 new buses. This is nearly 
twice the number presently operating 
on the Southside . 



THE·TO_XIC 
METALS 

MINAMATA - A PRELUDE 

The history of heavy metal pollution in 
the modern, industrial world shows how 
little humans know about the effects of 
the dispos~l of heavy metals on the 
environment. However, the diposal of 
toxic materials with no regard for the 
consequences, is not an unusual occurr
ence, as we all know. In fact it is not 
uncommon for such disposal to continue 
even when events in other growth centres 
indicate that such disposal endangers 
the health and well being of a certain 
section of the -population (who usually 
weild very little political influence) 
and of other members of the biosphere. 

In North America some years later, this 
familiar pattern of .mercury contaminatjon 
was repeated. Mercury was released into 
freshwater systems in Canada, and two 
separate Indian tribes, living in the same 
vicinity of the Great Lakes, were found to 

· have dangerously high levels of methyl 
mercury in their bodies. (It is important 
to note at this point that although 
methyl mercury poisoning can be fatal, 
people exposed to smaller, sublethal doses 
may suffer physical deformities, mental 
impairment and personality changes. So 
although victims may show symptoms that 
are difficult to ascribe to the effects of 
this metal. Thus the visible results of 
the intake of methyl mercury appear to be 

. much less serious than they actually are.) 

Government evasion in this case lasted for 
two years, and an alternative }jfestyle was 
not offered to the Indians to prevent them 
from consuming contaminated fish, a major 
item on their diet. Compensation was again 

·slow in coming and was still ' not satisfact
ory. 

The awakening to such detrimental effects 
really began in the village of Minamata, 
Japan, in 1953. For some time prior tu 
this date, the Chisso Chemical Company, More recently, in the northeastern Brazilia1 
located in Minamata, had been releasing city of Salvador, it was found that mercury 
large quantities of mercury directly in- releases by the Recovicavo Factory h~d . 
to Minamata Bay. In the sediments of the produc:d elevat:d l~vels. of mercury 7n t~e i. 
bay this mercury · was converted into the shellfish and fish rnhabi ting t~e Tarnheiro 
extremely toxicmethyl forme.d by biolog- Creek· Government . ~ecrecy ~e:s7sted. for 
ical processes and w~s subsequently accum- three months following the initial discov-
ulated in the fish and shellfish of the ery. When a ban was imposed on the taking 
bay. The economic deprivation of the of such fish, the people living in the 
villagers dictated that they derive Lobato slum (along the creek) were 
a large amount of their food from the deprived of important items in their diet 
bay, and as a result many were poisoned. and significant source uf income. It is 
Death or permanent disablement followed also suspected that some of thes; creek--
in many cases. side dwellers are suffering from methyl 

mercury poisoning. 
The bureaucratic evasion that followed 
indicated how subservient the government The real extent of the mercury problem 
was to a powerful company such as Chisso. was indicated when directors. of the 
This evasion al~o prevented the surviving Reconcavo Factory stated that 70% of the 
sufferers of this poisoning from receiving world chloride production still follows 
satisfactory action and compensation; not the same mercury-utilizing process. 
that any compensation could be considered 
satisfactory for an infliction such as METHYL MERCURY FUNGICIDES 
methyl mercury poisoning. 

APATHY AND INACTION 

No companies or governments involved in 
the cases of heavy metal poisoning that 
followed the Minamata tragedy can be 
excused for their apathy and inaction. 
The first official case of mass poisoning 
following the release of mercury had been 
recorded, yet the lesson to be learned 
from it was not heeded. 

Just four years after the first outbreak 
of so-called "Minamata disease" had been 
contained, a fresh outbreak occurred in 
Niigata City in the same country. The 
circumstances surrounding this outbreak 
were the same as those in Minamata; a 
chemical company had been releasing mer
cury into coastal waters for many years 
?rior to the appearance of the disease. 

Another means by which methyl mercut'y may 
enter people's diets is through the use 
of methyl mercury fungicides on seed 
grain. Although eyidence indicates that 
the use of these fungicides does not 
improve yeilds significantly over non
·ercury fungicides (J. Environ. Qual., 
ol. 4, No. 1) they still have been used 
~xtensively in various countries of the 
world and are still in use in Australia. 

Ignorance, poverty and methyl mercury 
fungicides combined to cause the tragic 
poisoning epidemics in Iraq,. Pakistan 
and Guatemala. In these countries 
farmers and their families living on the 
poverty line, consumed seed grain or the 
meat from pigs which had been fed seed 
grain treated with these fungicides. 
Such occurrences could easily have been 
prevented. 



In Sweden, the widespread use of such 
fungicides led to the accumulation of 
high residues of methyl mercury all over 
the eountry. Dangerously high levels 
were found in Swedish people, however, 
this government was also very s'low in 
acting. The knowledge gained from 
previous experiences with methyl mercury 
in other countries showed that these 
fungicides should never had been used. 

OTHER HEAVY METALS 

Two years after the villagers of Minamata 
began to show signs of methyl mercury 
poisoning, the world learn~d of ~ ne~ 
and terrible disease, cadmium poisoning. 
The disease was named "Itai-Itai-Byo" 
(Ouch Ouch disease), a name whi~h reflects 
the disease victim's agony. Grain had 
become contaminated in ricefields when 
the discharges from mining and zinc 
smelting overflowed onto agricultural 
land near Toyama City in Japan. Yet 
events dating back some 26 years showed 
how harmful cadmium could be if present 
in measurable amounts. 

It is known through experiences with 
industrial workers that the intake of 
sub-toxic levels Bf cadmium is corre
lated with hypertension, heart disea~e, 
kidney damage, cirrhosis of the liver 
and lung damage. It is· also known to be 
carcinogenic and terratogenic (Ambio, 
Vol.3, No.2). Despite the fact that 
people living in indu~triali~ed countries 
·are being exposed to increasing amounts 
of cadmium, there is inadequate knowledge 
regarding the effects of very low levels 
of intake of this metal . 

Lead is another heavy metal that is known 
to constitute a danger to people's health, 
yet it enters our bodies through the air 
we breath, the water we drink and the 
food we eat. The level of exposure to 
lead being correlated with the degree of 
industrial and automative activity in 
the surrounding environment. Sub-lethal 
doses are known to cause mental ·disorders 
and behavioural changes .. 

There are also other heavy metals, such 
as zinc, chroriium and nickel, which are 
entering our environment in increasingly 
large amount s . Little is known regarding 
their effects on humans or on other 
members of the biosphere. 

AUSTRALIA CATCHES UP (ONE STEP FORWARD, 
TWO STEPS BACK) 

With the warnings spelled out by the 
events in other countries, Australia was 
in a position to avoid the problems 
associated with the release of heavy 
metals into the environment. However, 
it is now obvious that large releases hy 
industry into our aquatic environments 
have occurred. Government secrecy 
surrounded the accumulation of these 
metals in marine organisms the same 
pattern of deceit that occurred in other 
parts of the world. Victorian people 
were given a clue to the level of heavy 
metals in coastal fish when the State 
government raised the maximium allowable 
level of mercury in fish from 0.1 parts 
per million (ppm) to 0.5pprn in 1972, 
and banned the taking of ~chool shark 
longer than 28 inches. Despite the 
fact that the World Health Organization's 

. recommended safe limit of methyl mercury 
in fish is 0.5ppm, a Swedish committee 
meeting on the subject of mercury in 
foods stated that the average adult's 

' diet should not exceed 410 grams (14.47 
ounces) of. fish containing 0 .'5pprn of 
methyl mercury per week. 

In October, 1975 following questions 
relating to the mercury content of fish 
in Victoria, Mr Scanlan, the Victorian · 
Minister for Health, ·released the results 
of a study which was carried out in 1972, 
following the imposition of the ban on 
school shark. It was found that o~t of 
a sample of 400 people in Melbourne, 
3 percent showed blood concentrations of 
methyl mercury which exceeded the level 
of 0.02ppm (this being the recommended 
maximum l evel of the World Hea lth Organ
ization) and 8 percent exceeded the 
corresponding safe hair level of 6ppm. 
A significant -correlation was found 
between fish intake and air content of 
methyl mercury. The highest levels were· 
found in inner suburban school children. 
Hansard. no 27. Oct. 25. 1975, p 7931.) 
In September, 1975, the extent of heavy 
metal contamination of Victorian marine 
environments was revealed to the public. 
David Phillips, a Master of Science 
student at Melbourne University, had been 
analyzing the levels of certain heavy 
metals in saltwater mussels for many 

, months (his findings appeared in the 
Melbourne Herald on 30th September). 
Mussels are known accumulators of heavy 
metals and thus act as indicators of high 
environmental levels of these metals. 
His results showed that cadmium levels in 
mussels taken from Corio Bay (near Gee long) 
were the highest yet documented in the 
world (the taking of mussels from certain 
areas of Corio Bay was banned in 1974); 
lead levels were the s econd . highest yet 
document in the world, the main contam
ination being found off Sandringham; and 
the world's second highest leve ls of zinc 

-~~~!lil~IS'"' yet documented were found in mussels in 
• .._ .... the vicinity of the Yarra River. 



"PIOPll 
June Sth, was World Environment 

Day 

You probably weren't aware of this, see
ing there wasn't much activityor public
ity about it. There may have been more 
since many activities were planned for a 
traffic-free Queen . Street. But State 
Cabinet knocked the. traffic-free· zone 
on the head - even though it was one 
of the central ideas of the promotional 
programme for Environment Day 1976. 

But, enoµgh about that. Le.t' s look at 
one of the other main ideas of Environ
ment Day; the idea that "Government, In
dustry community organisations and the 
individual should all help to beautify 
clean-up and preserve the environment." 

Sir John Fuller, speaking on behalf of 
the Australian Environment Council (the 
body responsible for promoting Environ
ment Day), lays the blame more solidly. 
on the individuals shoulders. Sir John 
said, "It is people and not products 

'that cause litter. This problem is , 
· capable of almost instant control, if 
all sections o·f the community would co
operate." Sounds pretty reasonable, but 
let's look a bit closer. 

The main component of litter is packag
ing. Now when you start to look at 
packaging it becomes clear that ending 
up as litter is only a minor part of 
the problem with packaging. 

First, some fact: 

Domestic garbage in Australia is 41/2 
million tons a year, expected to rise to 
22 million tons a year by the century's 
end. A fivefold increase. With a grow
th rate like that, put your shares into . 
garbage disposal. Currently, we throw 
away one kilogram of rubbish per person 
per. day. The .Amercan figure is nearly 
tree kilos a day. But we'll catch up 
soon; we always do. In New York, 40% 
of the garbage is packaging, here it's 
only 23%. Traditional packaging, mater
ials which have served mankind for thou
sands of years are rapidly disappearing 
pottery, ceramics, refillable glass, 
cloth, textiles, wood, have been repla
ced by plastics, aluminium, steels, 
paper. Amercans use 280lbs. of paper 
per person per year. Australians use 
only lOOlbs. During his life time, the 
average Amercan will throw away lO;ooo 
non-returnable bottles, 17,500 cans, 
27,000 bottle tops, 2.3 automobiles, 
35 rubber tyres and 126 tons of garbage. 
Many of the. natural resources used to 
make packaging are scarce. Tin is due 
to be completely exhausted in 15 years. 

POllUTl? 
Titanium dioxide, used to colour plast
ics, is rare and expensive, and involves 
ripping up beaches : Limestone also 
involves rouging out Australia's most 
beautiful caves. Aluminium has .a sligh
tly longer life-perhaps another 50 years. 

Canned tennis balls, vaginal deodorant, 
pet food, plastic milk cartons, coca cola 
cans . . are these the best uses for raw 
materials which neither future generat-· 
ions nor people of poor countries will 
ever be able to use, because we have 
used them all first? 

POLLUTION 

Visit a steelworks. BHP will happily 
give you a tour of their Port Kembla 
works any day. The smoke you see is 
only the start of it. Making steel for 
cans also means sulphur dioxide (high
est levels in Australia) cyanide, 
fluorides, benzene, carbon monoxide, 
phenol, acids, heavy metals, oils, and 
on and on. In the water, in the air, 

/ all over the land. You breathe them, 
you drink them. If you prefer a slow 
death, many are known to cause cancer 
and birth defects. 

Steel manufacture is not alone. Bone 
rotting fluorides comes from aluminium 
plants. Plastics manufactu;re gives you 
acids, phenols aerosols, various other 
hydrocarbons, sulph~re dioxide, carbon 
monoxide, hydropen sulphid ~ to breathe 
and drink in . Paper . ·making pollutes 
waterways, kills fish. Tilose which 
survive may be eaten by humans, complete 
with a free dose of brain softening 
mercury. Paper making also gives us 
hydrogen sulphide, which turns sulphur 

. acid .in the air, turpenes, methyl com
pound, sodium sulphide sulphur dioxide. 
Mercury pollution comes from nearly 
all packaging manufacturing, because 
nearly all of them use caustic soda, 

·which requires mercury in the making. 
Phew! There's a bit · more to packaging 
problems than littering. So what are 
we going to do? 

Firstly, we suggest you think about the 
facts outlined above and decide not to 
believe leaders in industry or govern
ment when they lay the blame on you. 
(at this point · we'd like to put in a 
special plug for Coca-cola. They pro
duce over 800 million cans a year and 
then expect you to believe they're 
concerned with the environment by 
distributing ecology kits). 

-



No. it's not the individual whocauses 
pollution. You don•t control what's 
produced. Even if you want to, often 

1you can't buy milk in bottles, soft 
drink in returnable container-s, food. 

1not enclosed in plastic bags etc. We 
~hould all try to avoid excess packag{ng 
where we can. But that's only a small 
step. As long as companies make more 
profit out of extra .packaging, or: for 

!that matter, out of any production that 
pallutes, and wastes resources, they'll 
keep polluting and wasting resources. 
Eyen if their public relations depart
ments try to ·convince you otherwise. 

THE SPECIFIC COSTS OF PACKAGING 

The packaging industry persuades us to 
put upwards of one thousand million 
dollars a year in the pockets of BHP 
(steel cans), ACI (plastic, steel, glass 
and aluminium cans), APM (paper), and _ 
a host of plastic manufacturers big and 
small, and others. THAT'S CONSIDERABLY 

MORE THAN IS SPENT BY THE COMBINATION OF 

LOCAL, STATE AND NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS ON 

ALL HEALTH AND WELFARE PROGRAMMES. 

The average family spends in excess of 
$320 a year for i ts cans", bottles , boxes 
.gladwrap etc. 

'EN~RGY AND RESOURCE WASTE 

The amount of electricity used in an 
average home in a year's radio listen
ing would make only 22 .aluminium throw 
away cans. Consider the energy need to 
make all of Australia's 1,400,000 tons 
of packaging! , This total is doubling 
every ten years. Some of the rya~er and 1 

some of the glass is recyclt;,d almost non~ · 
of the steel or aluminium or plastics 
ever gee a second go. 

Sol{d waste disposal is the technical 
1ilame given to our fourth snag in the 
convenience packaging dream: mountains 
of garbage. On top of what we pay 
direct to packaging manufacturers, we 
pay taxes and rates to have council 
workers pick up the packaging and put it 
in holes in the ground or burn it. The 
holes in the ground are running out. 
Incinerators release poisonous gases 
into the air. We pay for that too. 

LITTER 

A symptom of society in which no-one 
feels any involvement in their surround
ings. The packaging industry set up the 
Keep Australia Beautiful Council to 
shift the blame from packaging manufac
turers on to you and me, the public. It l 
cost #~30 million a year to pick up 
litter. Broken glass, cut feet. 

INNER POLLUTION 

That's the outer pollution. Inside 
ourselves, the packaging also pollutes. 
The finished package may harm our 
bodies as much as the proc essed, homo
genised, additive-laden, preservatised 
content s will. The . deotlly meLil, cad
mium, has been reported g~ tting into 
·Condensed milk from the can. Plasticis
ers added to plastics to make them bend 
easily have caused monsters and deform
ities in animal laboratory tests. 



~H 

As garbage bin collectors -& emptiers 
there are a couple of things which 
we have noticed, which some more 
people should know about. 
One day in late July, as I was 
tipping a bin full of refec refuse 
into the industrial bin below the 
library, I found that the vast 
quantities of packaging I was 
disposing of would not fit into 
the bin. Our pristine library had 
filled it with books, literally 
filled it. 
Being outraged at the calousness 
of that act I made haste to visit 
the chief librarian. He offered 
apologies, saying that, "one of 
the girls must have done it and 
it won't happen again. In future 
all paper will be saved for re
cycling." 
Two days later guess what was in 
the bin? Need I say another pile 
of books. Seems like librarians 
must join police in the ranks of 
the Untrustworthy and unprincipled. 
In the meantime I visited Edwhydam; 
co-ordinator of the re-cycling 
committee, who shared my horror 
and disgust. I pointed out that quite 
a few trees were represented by that 
bins contents. All he could offer to 
do was to stir shit at the next meet
ing. Apparently that was to be the 
last meeting of the recycling commit 
tee which seems to have died silently 
The guilt for the other offence lies 
with the whole ·community who use the 
refec &- the ref ec manager, who are 
excusable only in that they are mem
bers of an ecological ignorant soc
iety. Every two days one of the large 
industrial bins is filled with milk 
cartons and plastic fruit juice con
tainers. 
Australian forests are being massa
cred in wood chipping & pine tree 
planting operations; & why????? to 
create waste. Other campuses in Aust
ralia have boycotted their refecs 
until returnable containers were pro
vided. If our forests are of more 
value to you than your daily drink of 
artificially coloured & favoured 
milk than stop demanding & drinking 
that stuff. 

Demand returnable containers. And 
ir you know that drinking from those 
throwaway plastic containers adds to 
polution & the rapid decline of 
world oil supplies (which it is) .. 
then boycott the refec. 
Boycott the refec. Demand ecological 
reality on campus. Demand ecological 
reality everywhere. 

Martin Moesker. 

seconded by our other garbo 
Geoff Smith. 

,ABORTiON 
WHO CONTROLS WHOSE BODY - AND WHY? 

The past ten years have seen a strong 
anti-abortion lobby organised in 
Australia and overseas. This movement 
masquerading under the name "Pro-Life" 
has done everything in i t s power to 
legally prevent women from freely choos
ing to have an abortion and to prevent 
doctors from performing abortions. In 
Australia they have had great success in 
maintaining restrictive laws on abortion 
and in Queensland, total victory. We 
hope to strip the anti-abortionists 
arguments of their arguments and emotio
nal ism and look at the nature and motiv
ation of this movement. ·., 

WHO ARE THE ANTI-ABORTIONISTS? 

Their most vocal spokesmen have always 
come from the churches, t he medical men 
-profession and the most conservative 
political parties. In the U.S. those 
congressmen voting against fhe repeal 
or reform of abortion laws were found 
to be also · those -voting most consist
ently against social-welfare and child
care projects. In fact t he same people, 
and the attitudes they hold initiate 
and nourish a wide range of anti-human~ 
ist activity. Yet the anti-abortion 
lobby is more than a simple right-wing 
conspiracy since it has the active 
support of large numbers of people. We 
think they derive their psychological 
impetus not, as they claim, from the 
mass upsurge in support of life but 
from reactionary ideas and attitudes 
ranging from a sexist identification 
of women as necessarily filling ·the role 
restriction and fear of sexuality. 

The anti-abortionists' main, in fact 
their o~ly, argument is that human life 
begins .. at conception rather than birth 
and that therefore abortion is murder . 
But human life can be defined in a vast 
number of physiological, biologican and 
social ways. But some of these defini
tions must be completely arbitrary and, 
in fact, rationalisations for an already 
existing opposition to abortion. What 
is not arbitrary is that women do con- -
stitute human life. The 'right ~o life' 
campaign has nothing to say about the 
social effects on women of the social 
laws they support. 

WHAT ARE THE EFFECTS RESTRICTIVE 
ABORTION LAWS ON WOMEN? 

The most obvious is the situation of the 
women who is forced ·to have a child she 
does not want or cannot afford. The 
birth of that child largely determines 
the life of the mother for many years 
(especially since free child care). 



doesn't exist). The decision about how 
to speno those years is not her~ but is 
essentially made by the politicans 
and· the defenders · of the abortion laws. 
Also in present society, where it is 
usually considered necessary to be 
married to have. a child, the unmarried 
women, with abortion legally barred ·to 
her, has little choice but to plunge to 
a marriage and, most likely a dependent 
and unequal relationship for the rest of 
her life. 

An even more horrifying situation is 
tha·t of the many women for whom a 'back 
yard abortionist' is the last resort. 
One wonders if, along with their blown
up slides of aborted foetuses, the 'pro
lifers' ever show photographs of women 
dead of septus after trips to illegal 
non-professional abortionists. Do they 
talk about those -women who die after 
desµerately trying to abort themselves 
with instruments such as wire coat 
hangers? Do they worry about the women 
forced by moralistic pressure into de
pendent marriages? The .most thorough 
investigation of their literature re
veals no traces of any of this. 

WHAT ARE THE ANTI-ABORTIONISTS' 
MOTIVATIONS? 

We suggest two basic psychological 
reasons for their campaign. The first 

is their view of women as necessarily 
playing the primary role of wife and 
mother. Ab.ortion is a partial escape 
from these roles. It means that women 
are not totally bound to them by their 
reproductive potential. 

It intoduces a degree of choice and 
flexibility into the roles and conseq
uently shakes the sexist foundations 
of the 'right to lifers' world. 
Secondly, by its hysterical tone it 
becomes obvious that the anti-abortion 
campaign is not the result of r.easoned 
neutrnl attitudes. In fact they are 
the same attitudes to sex (and quite 
often the same people) that argue 
against sexual activity outside the 
prescribed legal/religious limits, 
against homosexuality, against the free 
sexual expression of children and 
adolescents, and often even against 
contraception. The affected image of 
wholesomeness is simply a mask for a 
neuroticalJy repressed sexuality. 
Abortion is then seen as a result of 
illicit sex and as a means by which 
'loos w9men' escape the punishment 
due to them for having indulged to such 
sex. Support for the anti-abortion 
campaign has its psychological base in 
authoritarian and sexually repressed 
character structures. EsseDtially it 
is a deep fear of free, non -exploit 
ative sexuality. 

NOTICE TO MEMBERS OF CONVOCATION 

Notice is hereby given to members of 
Convocation and potential members of 
Convocation at Griffith University that 
the Convocation Roll for the year 
1976/7 will close on 24th September, 
1976. 

A person wishing to registet as a 
member of Convocation should do so in 

writing to the Registrar, Griffith 
University, Nathan 4111, giving his/ 
her full name and address for corres
pondance. To remain on the ro 11, -it 
is necessary to re-register annually. 

Elections will be held in the period 
lSth October to Sth November, 1976 for 
membership of the Council, and of the 
Standing Committe of Convocation. 



RAPE & THE LAW: A WAR (AU~RALIAN WOIVEN AGAINST RAPE) 
' . 

The law states that rape is sexual 
intercourse without consent, carrying a 
maximum penalty of life imprisonment, 
and includin~ conditions with which a 
woman must comply to be "eligible" for 
rape, i.e. she cannot be married to the 
rapist and she must be of "sound moral 
character". Sexual intercourse is 
defined by the law as the insertion of 
a penis into the vagina. This excludes 
anal and oral intercourse and the 
insertion of foreign objects into a 
vagina (e.g. beer bottles), all of which 
are common forins of rape~ 

The procedure of convicting a rapist 
is arduous and traumatic. The woman must 
go firstly to the police who automatically 
assume that she cons~nted to her alleged 
rape(???) and interrogate her in any 
manner and for as long as they please, 
untii they decide whether or not her 
complaint is genuine. Women are frequently 
insulted, ridiculed and bullied by the 
police, and asked such questions as "did 
you like it? Did you come?" If the 
woman tires of this treatment and decides 
to withdraw her complaint, she may be 
charged with false complaint. · 

She must undergo a medical examin
iation, for corroborative evidence, along 
with the testimony of the first person 
'to whom she spoke about the attack. Rape 
:is the only criminal offence which requires 
corroborative evidence by the complainant 
and in which 'complaint' is not taken as 
evidence of non-consent. Imagine 
reporting a robbery to the police and 
being asked by the police to prove that 
you didn't consent to your robbery, and 
1whether or not you enjoyed it! 

~ police dismiss the majority of 
complaints, and only a very small percent
;age of women who are raped report it to 
'the police, which is not surprising. If 
a woman makes it through the gauntlet of 
the police station, she must attend a 
Committal Hearing at District Magistrates 
Court. The assumption that she is "guilty 
of consent" continues and she is cross
examined, this time by the defe~ce 
lawyer. If the magistrate agtees that 
there is a case the woman goes on to the 
trial, where she is subjected to· the· same 
cross-examination again, this time before 
a judge and jury. 

In court she has to testify on oath; 
!the rapist does not. Her past sexual I 
history is examined in minute detail (to 
determine whether or not she asked for 
what she got), while his is inadmissable 
.as evidence. This is blantant sexual 
discrimination by the law; that it is 
'1esigned to oppress women is painfully 
clear. 

Outside of rape ch~rges, a woman can 
attemj>t to sue a rapist for physical or 
psychological damage in a civil case; 

. A woman cannot charge her husband. with 
rape but she can try to sue him. 

A War is a national campaign to fight 
rape.anµ rape laws. National conferences 
were' held in March .and April, and a 
draft of "1{ new rape legislation was 
decided on. The new legislation includes 
the following demands: 

legal recognition of rape within 
marriage 
corroboration requirements to be 
dropped 
previous sexual history of the victim 
to be inadmissable as evidence 
the legal definition of rape to be 
·changed to "criminal sexual conduct" 
and extended· to include oral and anal 
penetration, and attempted penetration, 
and the intentional :'touching of' the 
victim for the purpose of sexual 
gratification. 

Th~ right to a closed hearing and 
an all-female jury will also be fought 
for. 

POLI[ICS OF RAPE - (I have never been 
free of the fear of rape and it is 'the' 
most deep-seated fear which women share. 
From a very early age we are taught to 
fear it and come to accept it as 
inevitable.) 

Rape is a crime by men against women 
Rape is the deprivation of sexual 
self-determination 
Rape is a man's fantasy and a woman's 
nightmare 
Rape is all the hatred, contempt and 
oppression of woman concentrated into 
one act. 



Women are 'everywheret regaraea as 
the possession of men,so humari hetero
sexuality 'everywhere' finds its 
expression in mal~ dominance over 
objectified females. In this society 
we are taught that we need male pro
tection and approval ·because our only 
status can come through being attached 
to a man. The manipulation of women by 
coercion can only be seen as a method 
of maintaining male dominance. 

Sheer physical force is not the only 
method of coercion. Economic and emotion
al blackmail are also used: a woman does 

1not refuse to have sexual intercourse 
iwi..th her husband because it would mean 
that she and her children would lose 
their only visible means of support. 
There is a conditioned desire for male 
approval and conditioned belief that we 
should obey the social "norms"; e.g. that 
letting a man fuck you because he's 
taken you out in his car and supplied 

:you with food and entertainment is "fair 
enough" - not to _mention that it's -
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prostitutio}'l; and the fear of losing 
(his) approvaL-or company if you don't 
please (him); and the endless promises of 
love, endless security and material 
wealth are all part of . the net of coercion. 

"Morally those of us who have a high 
opinion of sex cannot accept the idea 
that absence of resistance sanctions all 
,kinds of carnal communication: rather than 
rely on such negative criteria, we must 
insist that only evidence of positive 
desire dignifies sexual intercourse and 
:makes it joyful. From a proud and 
passionate woman's view, everything less 
is rape." (Germaine Greer, "Seduction is 
a Four~Lettered .Word). 

RAPE IS A POLITICAL 

CRIME AGAINST ALL 

WOMAN 

When intercourse is achieved through 
coercion it becomes the final statement 
of a patriarchal system which asserts 
that a woman's only function in society 
is.her biological/sexual one and thus are 
"logically" the possessions of men. 
This oppressive attitude is assisted by 
the fact that women internalise this 
function and learn to equate our 
"natural" selves with those male-imposed 
traits which serve to keep us in a · 
physically inferior state - in stature 
and in health - making .us unable to resist 
acts. of violence, and keeping us tied to 
one man with the coJIDJlonly false belief 
that he will protect us (from men!!) 
(The maj.n point of John Mill, ''On the 
Subjection of Women). 

"Physically violent rape is a form 
of mass terrorism, for the vict-ims are 
chosen indiscriminately but the protag
onists for male supremacy broadcast that 
it is women who cause rape by being 
·unchaste or in the wrong place at the 
wrong time· - in essence behaving as 
though we were. free. " 
(Susan Griffith, "Rape, The All American 
Crime"). 



This is the first article in an attempt 
to depart from the usua1 type of arti
cles in "Griffiti" regarding film. It 
remains to be seen whether it is read
able in that it is not aimed at any 
.specific film showing at the moment -
but rather to a body of films which at 
sometime or other those interested in 
film will have seen. In this case the 
films are those of Ingmar Bergman. In 
the past year many of his films have 
been shown in Brisbane: "Criesand 
Whispers", "Seen es from a Marriage", 
"Shame", "Wild Strawberries", "Sawdust 
and Tinsel","Persona", "So. Close to 
Life", "The Hour of the Wolf" etc. 

PESSIMISM AND BERGMAN 

One of the most common epithets ~pplied 
to the films of In~ar Bergman is that 
they are pessimistic. This has probably 
more to do with the marketing of Berg
man's films than to any intrinsic quali
ty. The demand to recoup the money 
outlaid and the corresponding pull to 
situate a film within a genre~so the 
film reviewer can inform his reviewers 
what to expect.J comes to give us for 
better or worse the pessimistic film. 
~-imis~- ~pplied to - film . gen~rally 
means any marital or extramarital break
down which isnot replacedby another mar
riage or relationship - or does not end 
will some perfunctory happiness. In 
terms of narrative it is a movement 
from a state of equilibrium through to 
a state of disequilibrium. In "So Close 
to Life" the status quo seems simple 
·enought: a young girl is still trying to 
abort her child after being placed in 
hospital from trying to do just that. 
A woman who has had a miscarriage but is 
in the hospital ward' because of compli
cations arising from it. An another 
woman who acts as a mother .to the two 
othe r women and seems to be so happy to 
be about to give birth. Eventually this 
is replaced by the young girl wanting the 
child, the miscarriaged woman leaving 
her husband choosing to be "barren" and 
the mother figure whose child dies during 
birth no longer being a dear but a nasty 
bir th - the implications being that she 
deliberately killed the child. 

It appears as if their bodies are telling 
these women something directly contradi
cting what they are telling themselves 
which we have come to ·s ee as f acile only a veil. The_ a ssurance : namely that no 
character in Bergman's films remains 
the same at the end of the film as at 
the beginning constitutes the dynamic 
t one o f Bergman's films. Regression 
just is not the right wor d - expansion 
would be t he more appropriate word for 
t his ope ration. Purposeful control of a 
life of the sort cruelly advocated in 
.adds and books like "liQw _.tQ_Win.e_Y.riends_. 

-
and Influen·ce People" and "The Peter 
Principle" cannot take place in these 
films because the·reality of tpem (or 
meaning or understanding) is never solid 
it can only be a trace in an everchanging 
process. ·Hence the pessimism? 

The wora pessimistic here consti.tutes 
an evasion which serves to exclude any
thing that is remotely able to complica
te it. "Shame" and "Sawdust and Tinsel" 
are .good examples of it. In "Shame" 
the wife's unfaithfulness completely 
reverses the relation between husband 
and wife (the wife now cries, the husba-' 
nd is more composed and able to kill).
In "Sawdust and Tinse11" the circus 
owner and his de facto both try and get 
out of their environment. Both fail 
and are humiliated. And so are left 
together .at the end. Both have literally 
shattered their mirror image and so are 
able to live. This pounds more like 
optimism than pessimism. 

· Bergman appears -to me to be a ;film maker 
,preoccupied with the possibilities (or 
labyrinths) or meaning, particularly 
the.wild fluctuation between the meaning 
imputed and ~he action itself. Here he 
recalls the South American writer Jorge 

. Luis Borges who has also shared the 
cloak of pessimism in this regard. 
Bergman, then, appears to have the 
radicalism of Machiavelli and not Sartre 

There can be no spurious outsider, this 
may appear to be totalitarian. Feminist 
critics like Joan Mellion see his accep
tance of marriage - and female sex rol
es as being just that. Which may only 
show that Bergman is possibly least 
interested in those things. They are 
there like the form of the sonata 
inmuoic capable of infinite variation. 
Pursuing this line of thought pessimism 
may finally be a recognition of them as 
such (both 'the l east i nterest• and 
'the form'). 

Tom O'Rega·n 

* * * 
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POEMS 
THE CREMATION OF DAVID THE GARDENER 

Peter Anderson 

The goddess of fire got up; 
I think they called her June. 

·Anyway, 
She got up and went walking. 
Past lovers in the park, 
Burning the grass she walked on. 
Frightening the ducks, 
And a child 
Playing on a swing. 

The . godd~ss of ~ire . 
Burnt away in the wind. 
Blew the red and brown leaves 
Over the gardeners just swept path. 
He shook his fist at her •••• 

Ten years later. 
She took him in a garden, Of cards 
Of cards and fake flowers. 

CANPLE . 
- Peter Anderson 

Someday 
I will no longer be 
there will be nothing 
avoid 

now I sit 
before my life 
a candle 
burning 

wax 
running down its sides 
tears. 

THE LOVELESS LADDER 

We have to live' in society 
· A man once said to me. 

I really didn't want to do it , 
But r was forced to you see. 
The doctor said it~ OK my son 
Heaven is for people .like you and me, 
Able to do things faithfully 
Yet confess and repent that's the crux 

I decree. 

We all have ·to do things we don't like 
. It's really not -fair; 
Don't cry on my shoulder 
Just be sorry once you;re there. 
If you defect _ we'll have you commi~ted, 
Don't be worried we have you're best 

interests at heart so, 
Remember with pride your family and state. 
Th.is justifies all; isn't that wonderful. 

Yours is to do as I say 
You have no other choice 
You silly old sow -
I've heard that before 
Now just let me think -

Don't think yours is to· obey 
So back to the sink 
Where your nature demands 
Don't be intrusive on manly things 
I'll fight the wars and pay the bills. 
Gee I'm lucky I've got you around 
When I feel Abusive. 

I'm such a feeble creature 
It.' s so secure to have him around 
But that's not often, as you see 
He's either at bowls, -at gold 
at cticket and sometimes at 
A boys scouts jamboree. 
He's such a good man and 
A bonzer father and when 
I'm not about he gives the kids hell, 
He loves it, well 
So do I; everybody does it 
So why shouldn't we. 

The telly's buggered mum -
Don't you shout at me 
Go find the dog and kick his bum 
Then you'll feel better. 
But don't let your neighbour see 
Otherwise I'll make an example of you 
By forcing you to apologise and 
If you're man enough to do as I say 
You're reward will be a smile and a paf 
Fromyour neighbour as he remembers 
George Washington's cherry tree. 
It's good to be honest; Just wait 
When you're older, you'll see. 

Aah it's a dog's life and I'm sad ·and 
blue 

Whwn I've got nothing to do. 
Yet there's that lovely bitch across the 

strreet, 
But the slag, she snobs me whenev~r we 

meet. 
I think she's queer but I couldn 't be 

sure. 
Can't have that, it's not normal to doubt 
Must get the boys together - we'll sort 

her out. 
She'll love every minute, we'll take ·it 

in 
In turn until it burns and if 
The master starts to fill the bucket 
All us boys will just whimper -
Like we're real sorry, and the master 

will know, - i---

Like always, that we're just sowing our 
oats and 

Send the sluttish bitch home with a 
gloat • 

It's fun to be a dog 
But it's full of responsibility 
Guarding the master's possessions kids 

and all, 
With subtley - with a growl a snarl 

a whimper, 
Or a bite; I'd do anything for a fight -
Well what else is there other than - . 

loyality. 
Yes - reality that's me-
We' re all jus,t one big happy family. 

Denis Arthy 




