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I 
I don't know whether it is largely 
my imagination or not, but there 
seems to be some slight glimmer
ings of hope dawning on campus in 
relation to the union. Having just 
returned from the Second Trainee 
Teachers Conference at Wagga, I am 
feeling largely optimistic about 
the possibilities for GUUS. Although 
there are still things wrong with 
the constitution, the basic stru
cture is sound and given wide sup
port,. we can look forward to really 
achieving things during the year. 
There are many things which need 
attention on Campus, none the least 
of which includes Griffitti, but 
with growing .support and growing 
realization of a sense of unity, 
we have the capability of becoming 
a strong influence on campus. The 
Conference left me feeling that 
in relation to AUS, until we aim 
for active union participation we 
will not have an important role 
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to fill in wider national issues, 
in active policy making, and where 
necessary, policy changing of AUS. 
In an attempt to look at the Union 
in our own area, we have developed 
a questionnaire on Griffitti, which 
we hope all ' of you will fill out. 
We hope it will give us an idea 
of what are the papers strengths 
and weaknesses, what it is achiev
ing and what it should achieve, so 
that it becomes more of what you, 
the students want, and less of what 
we think you should want. This 
issue contains more serious artic
les of direct interest, especially 
TEAS and NEAT, as AUS will be call
ing on every Union later in the 
year to show its solid front on 
this matter. 
I hope you will all rethink your 
position in relation to participat
ion on campus, in areas wider than . 
purely academic ones - you can nev·
er do too little. 
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Give Rubbish a Second Chance! 
THE RUBBISH BENEFACTORY 

Industies throw away much which, 
waste to ·them, is bounty with 
endless possibilities! With a 
view to doing something about this 
a few people with a common inter
est in rubbish, have come togeth
er to further the cause of ~hese 
discarded goods and try to get 
off the ground a scheme to give 
rubbish a second chance. One 
idea is ' to set up a scheme some
thing similar to 'The Reverse 
Garbage' in Melbourne and the 
'Un-rUbbisn Truck' in Perth, 
whereby we act as an agency for 
rubbish. The 'rubbish' is co!le
cted from factories over Brisbane 
·and brought to a central warehou
se. From here it is made av~il
able to anyone who needs it. This 
aspect of the project is geared 
principally towards groups invol
ved in .childrens activities as 
are the ones in other cities, but 
it will be available to any other 
groups or individuals who need to 
use it. 

With no immediate benefactor and 

with the virtual extinction of 
grants we will have to depe1:1d on 
subscriptions to cover running 
costs. 

we hope to keep both low. A s~b
scription will give the subscrib
er pick of the booty. This aspe
ct of the scheme is under way and 
we hope to start on a small scale 
from a large old garage behind 
the Learning Exchange in West End 
in the first week in April. 

It is hoped however that othe~ 
things begin to happen along with 
this. A place will be set aside 
especially for on the spot play 
(fiddling invention) with the 
hope that something might emerge 
to set the worl<l agog or, at lea
st, some surprising new way to 
use our stuff. Some inventive 
industry could develop from this, 
and ultimately a diminishing of 
waste if not total eradication. 

Another idea is to try to replace 
existing services with alternati
ves (e.g. wind generated electri
city , to see how viable these 

are and to show them in action 
people who want to know about 
them, and to bring them to the 
notice of those who are not yet 
aware of their possibilities. 

to 

Another suggestion has been that 
we operate to distribute at cost 
things we can buy in bulk more 
cheaply. We will do this whenev
er there is the need. 

There should be room for many 
things to happen around and in 
with the original rubbish scheme. 
The idea is that you contact us! 
Right now we need help in the 

. initial setting up; contacting 
factories, peering in rubbish 
bins, finding a cheap big ware
house. ~o get in on it, a!l you 
need do is ring the Learning 
Exchange - 44 1766 (235 Boundary 
St., West End) and ask for Rever
se Rubbish. Let the dormant tip 
scrounger in you surface. 

DO IT NOW! 
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YOUR VIEWS ON GRIFFITT I 
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR STAFF/STUDENTS ~F GRIFFITH UNIVERSITY. 

At present Griffitti is produced by a very small number 
of students who are worried about the way the rest of 
of the community feels about it. Please answer the 
questionnaire as seriously as possible and leave the 
completed page at the box provided in the foyer of the 
refectory and the Humanities common room. ' 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Are you? 

(a) D a member of general staff 

D a member of faculty staff 

D a student 

(b) How long have you been at the University? 

Have you ever seen Griffitti? 

I 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

D Yes ONo 
Do you read Griffitti? 

D Yes ONO 
If how often? ' yes, \ 

D always 

D sometimes 

How ·much do you read? 

D from cover to cover 

D more than 50% 

D less than 50% 

What do you read in Griffitti? 

D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
0 

everything 

general information 

club reports 

editorial 

film/record review~ 

articles by students 

other, specify 

(e) If you don't read it, why? 

0 no copy available 

c=J unaware of its existence 

D not interested 

D other, specify 

Have you ever thought of contributing to Griffitti? 

• D Yes o No 

If yes, but you haven't, why haven't you? 

Do you know to whom to give contributions? 

O Yes 

Do you know the editors? 

0 No 

0 by name only 

D by face 

D personally 

What do you. see are the Eresent drawbacks, 
to Griffitti? 

D uninteresting 

n too infrequent 

if any, 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

D 
D 
D 
D 

too irregular 

editorial staff is not 
adequate 

none 

other, specify 

(a) What type of art'icles would you like to see 
in Griffitti? 

D current events 

B more chatty items 

humour 

D coming events of interest 
- D . staff/student notices, 

advertisements 

D issues affecting the Univ-
ersity-how to have your say 

D recent university decisions 
and debates o f general in-
terest 

D other, specify 

(b} What type(s) of articles · at present include{ i 
do you think should be dropped? 

Do you think a weekly news-sheet put out by 
students, would be advantageous, 

0 as supplementary to Gr~ f f i i 

D instead of Griffi tti 

O not at all 

(a) What size pape r do you p~efer? 

(b) How many 

How often do 
ibuted? 

Qas it js 

D. still i n 
smaller 

newspar - ~ f o'';_ .. t , 

o .f ools.c:._ 

Oquarto shee: , "" 

pages do you th j 

Oeight 

0 twelve 

D sixteen 

you think Griffitti 

0 fortnightly 

D monthly 

' -

it - -

s r, 

j.:=J other, specify 

sh m (' 

J..d :Je distr---- - -- - -

----------- ·- --

In case you didn't realise, Griffitti cons ic .. s o f 
more than just its editor s ~j you would l · t o 
help on the newspaper, experienced or not, wi4~~ 
your name and school in the space provided and we 
will definitely be in touch. 

Any other comments/suggestions you may have about 
Griffitti. 

• 
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ASSESSmEnT: 
RATIOftAllSED OBSCURITY 

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES ~ 

. ~ "\.. 
FIRST YE-AR ASSESSMEN'J' ~ 

I ~ 
In response to unfavourable 

conunents from a minority of stud
ents about the Foundation Year 
assessment in 1975, the assessme
nt system was considerably revis
ed for 1976, with the intention 
of giving students a better idea 
of where they stood, Unfortunat
ely, we received no favourable 
response t-0 the new system, and 
the same noisy minority have 
continued to accuse it of being 
bureaucratic, secretive, confus
tng, competitive and excessively 
time wasting. To show that we 
are responsive to student opinion 
we have consulted with C~A.L.T., 
T.E.D.I., A.C.E.R., A.V.C.C. and 
A.S.I.O., to produce the follow
ing extensively revised system 
which should shut you up for good. 

II 
1. The actual items on which you 
will be assessed do not differ 
significantly from the previous 
scheme. There will be 15 essays 
in the Foundation Course and 25 
exercises and a 5,000 word term 
paper in the Supporting Course. 

In addition, there will b~ two 
two-hour written examinations at 
the end of the Foundation Course 
and three four-hour written pap
ers at the end of the Supporting 
course, together with a further 
three-hour objective test on 
aspects of both courses at a date 
which we have yet to work out. 
Our experience to date suggests 
that it would be most improper 
to say in advance how much each 
asses~ment item will contribute 
to the.:. total work. Thi.s will be 
determined in each individual 
case by the Assessment Board, 
the light of your performance 
attitude during the year. 

in 
and 

2. As proof of our great erudit
ion, and to confuse you still 
further, each assignmen~ will be 
provisionally graded on a scale 
of Greek Letters which you have 
probably never heard of. We str
ess that these grades are only 
provisional, and can be revised 

at any time. The equivalents 
given below are totally meaning
less and not binding on the Asse
ssment Board. 

J 
? 
e 

L 

(epsilon) - not bad at all. 
Pistinction. 

(zeta) - quite passable. 
Credit, perhaps. 

(eta) - could be better. 

(theta) 

Pass at a pinch. 

- dubious. Might 
Pass if you're 
very lucky. 

(iota) - Not very nice. 
Fail. 

t't (kappa) - Sound but unorth
odox. 
Fail. 

(lambda) - Piss poor. Don't 
bother coming 
back. r (mu) .!. Structuralist. 

All items not handed in or handed 
in on the wrong form will be mar
ked J (;d). Items handed in more 
than five minutes late or not 
submitted in triplicate will get 
a f (psi). The mark 4> (phi) will 
be given to all items which are 
untidy, handwritten, misspe1t, 
silly, or submitted in verse or 
a foreign language. 
3. All assignments must be typ
ed or off set-printed in triplica
te on Form H203 (a) and handed 
into the School Office in a seal
ed A4 manila envelope, together 
with your driver's licence, your 
Medibank card and a copy of your 
birth certificate, at least one 
week before the due date. The 
office will be open to receive 
first year assignments between 
12.45 and 1.15 p.m. on Mondays 
and Thursdays, and between 4.30 
and 5.00 p.m. on Fridays. 

III 
1. At the end of the year, the 
Assessment Board will reconsider 
the marks for all the items you 
have submitted and convert them 
into numerical marks according 
to a formula which we are not at 
liberty to reveal. These marks 
will 'then be adjusted according 
to the relative weight of each 

item, added up, and points deduc
ted from the total for such thin-
gs as untidy dress, unco-operati
ve attitudes, bad language, miss-· 
ing lectures, coming to lectures 
stoned, and questioning the qual
ifications of Teaching. Fellows. 
The adjusted total 'will then be 
divided by 2.3, multiplied by the 
number the Chairman first thought 
of, and converted into a percent
age against a benchmark which we 
cannot disclose in the interests 
of objective marking. The resul
ting shambles will then be fed 
into the University of Queensland 
computer, which has been program
med in some way we cannot under
stand, to convert it into a grade. 
Members of the Assessment Board 
will see if these grades seem 
reasonable and either accept them 
or substitute their own• guess. 
You will then be informed of your 
final grade for the year. 

2. The relationship between your 
provisional marks and your f ina] 

grade will normally be as follows: 

· If ~ou get~ in over 95% of y~ur 
assignments and no less than'-1 
for the rest, do brilliantly in 
the exams and don't ask awkward 
questions in tutorials, you will 
get a distinction. 

If you get J or higher in over 
77.3% of all items, submit no 
fewer than 95% of all items and 
write something in all the exams, 
you will get a credit. 

If you submit no f~er than 90% 
of all items, get ..J or over in 
27.35%, do not get more than 3 
grades of L or lower, and spell 
your name correctly in all the 
exams, you will get a pass. 

3 . The marks ~ , ' and 'JI 
do not necessarily imply that an 
assignment is of inferior quality 
to one receiving~ or higher, 
as they are generally awarded 
without anyone actually reading 
the work. However, if you get 
these grades in more than 10% · of 
all items you will be failed. 
4. The written examinations are 
not compulsory. However, if you 
miss one exam and get '} or below 

\'rn Net Hf\\/\ NG- ANY 
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in any of your other work, or if 
you miss more than one exam, you 
will be failed. 

5. It is not compulsory to attend 
lectures and tutorials. However, 
if you miss more than 3 lectures 
or 2 tutorials in the year without 
a doctor's certificate, you will 
be failed. 

6. In the interests of objecti
vity, all items will be marked by 
a panel of four staff who ideally 
will never have met you. 

7. The results of all written 
examinations are confidential. 
Any staff member who informs a 
st~dent of his performance in ~ 
written examination will be sac
ked on the spot. 

8. The conventional system in 
which marks are allotted for each 
assessment and added up at the 
end of the year to give a grade 
depends on assumptions and expec
tations which do not apply at 
Griffith. Everyone knows that 
Griffith staff are always scrup
ulously fair, so it wo.uld be a 
waste of effort to give you any 
means of verifying our fairness. 

Assessment at Gri:t;~ith is seen ~? 
a series of spontaneous, unstruc
tured and stimulating personal 
encounters between Master and 
Disciple, with the emphasis being 
on the free exchange of all poin
ts of view and the full develop
ment of your individuality, untr
ammelled by bureaucratic restrain
ts. Obviously this process would 
be impaired if you knew how you 
were doing at any time before the 
end of the year, as some people 
might be tempted to skip some of 
these stimulating personal encou
nters. Bedsides, we like to have 
something to hold over you in 
case you sh~uld happen to suspect 
that most of us most of the time 
don't really know what we are 
talking about. 

VJC. 

IV 

1. All appeals against the Ass
essment Board's decisions must be 
submitted in triplicate on Form 
H375 within 24 hours of the ann
ouncement of results. Appeals 
must state in no more than 100 
works exactly where the Assess
ment Board failed to carry out 
the above procedures, and may 
contain no other material. All 
appeals will be heard in camera 
by the Assessment Board, and the 
Board's decision on a·n appeal 

, will be final. 

2. We hope this has given you a 
clear idea of where you stand, 
and wish you a happy and stimula
ting year. 

CONSCIOUSNESS 
BEGINS AT HOM ...... · 

The trendiness of being a revolt
ing student has disappeared, and 
as a result, the active minorit
ies have lost the mouth piece that 
they had during the anti Vietman 
war protests. 
People these days seem to be go
ing to university for a qualifi
cation rather than an education, 
a few letters after your name 
seems to be of vital importance. 
Due to the concern with' getting 
'qualified' the student populat
ion seems to have little time 
for the problems that surround 
the world today, problems that 
they will face when they leave 
the shelter of the university 
and face the world again. 

The most disheartening thing ab
out the lack of student concern 
is that they even lack interest 
in the control over their own 
lives. S~udent u~ions and simil
ar organisations can only operate 
if there is student participation. 
Unions also become undemocratic 
if there are insufficient people 
making the decisions, it is no 
good complaining if you did not · 
even vote on a decision, organis
ations like this only work if 
there is full participation by 
all students. · 

Probably the biggest problem amo
ngst students is an unwillingness 
to make their own decisions and 
face the consequences of these 

decisions. The vast majority of 
students are living in extreme 
'bad faith', they are forced to 
make their decisions by morals, 
or by other people. Morals can 

however be used to rationalize 
a decision in any nUmber of ways. 
If you arbitarily choose a person, 
give him a gun with a bayonet and 
tell him to go stab someone else 
in the belly, you would be treat
ed as an absolute idiot. This is 
what happened in Vietnam, but 
because of the moral judgements 
made by the government it became 
acceptable. 

Morals are used by the politicia
ns and mass media (the mass media 
being in the league witq the l ar
ge corporations who pay for t he 
political party who put up the 
politicians) to make the people 
do what they want them to do. It 
is interesting to note that .Ii t · 
ler was a great moralist, the 
people in command of our own 
state are also greatly concerned 
that our morals are preserved. 
There is little difference betw
een moral and immoral, only bet
ween moral and amoral, Morality 
and immorality are only relative 
terms, moral people classify 
people with opposing morals as 
immoral and vice versa. 

The best way to live is, to look 
for yourself at the consequences 
of an action, and from the concl 
usions drawn, make your own dec
sion. Don't do it because it is 
morally 'right', do it because 
it is, in your opinion, the best 
path to choose. Also remember 
the old proverb, 'The sins of 
the fathers shall be vested upon 
the children'. If we can change 
the attitude of those who are in 
control now, it will be that much 
easier when we reach a simiia~ 
position, that is if we keep the 
same social system. What is the 
good of a qualification in a dead 
wo~ld? But remember the change 
must come from home first, you 
are home. 



WOMEN 
vi e comfort, help and support in 
crisis situations. However, if a 
woman feels, for whatever reason, 
that she does not want to confide 
in her family, the staff must re
spect that decision and maintain 

On October 30 last the Liverpool the confidentiality of the relat
police charged the doctor at Liver- ionship they have formed with the 
pool Women's Health Centre with women who use the Centre. 
using an instrument to procure an As part of a comprehensive service 
unlawful miscarriage, and on Nov- for women the Liverpool Centre 
ember 3 they laid further charges performs pregancy terminations one 
against a nurse for aiding and morning a week. These are medic-· 
abetting th~ procuring of an unlaw- ally safe, are free, are performed 
ful miscarriage. This action was by salaried staff in a warm supp-
the result of complaints to the ortive environment, and are legal, 
police by the parents of one client, within the interpretation of the Act 
a 15 year old girl whose family made by Judge Levine. 
was informed without her consent Despite representations made to the 
about the abortion by their local police, the charges against the 
family doctor. Liverpool women are being procee-
These charges fly in the face of ded with which threaten to over-
current medical practice and are throw the Levine ruling which wou-
a blatant ·attack on the integrity ld once more place legal abortions 
of the individuals concerned (who outside the reach of most women. 
have not been able to work at the we regard these charges as posing a 
Centre since) and of the Women's very grave threat to the right of 
Health Centres. women to medically safe and rep-
Since 1971 women in NSW have been utable treatment. 
able to obtain safe, legal abort- On March 22, the Liverpool women 
ions on the decision of one doctor, were committed for trial. The legal 
the doctor performing the terminat- costs are quite considerable. The 
ion. In assessing th'e risk present- women hope to keep the case within 
ed to the physical and mental health their control by employing a good 
of the woman in continuing with the and sympathetic female solicitor; 
pregnancy the doctor may consider to pay her fees, the QC and his 
the bearing social and economic junior an estimated $5000 will be 
circumstances have on the woman's needed. A defence committee has 
mental health. This was Judge Lev- been fopned to organise support 
ine's ruling in the Heatherbrae for the women concerned and to raise 
case and it is with this interpret- this money - at present they have 
ation in mind that clinics such $1500. If you are willing to help 
as Preterm and the Arncliffe Cen- or want any information write to: 
tre, as well as. doctors in public Liverpool .Women's Defence Fund, 
hospitals, are currently perform- Box 65, 
ing abortions. PO Liverpool NSW 2170. 

It may not surprise any of you to 
be told that the provision of car 
parking facilities is very .low 
priority in the view of the Aust
ralian Universities Commission, 
which means that any monies which 
might have been used to provide 
car parks will be directed to 
other areas. However, the latest 
report from Site and Buildings 
is that there will be some car 
parking areas available in the 
future; name~y th~ usable surface 
on the site of what will eventua
lly become the much needed East
ern Car Park and those areas whi
ch will be cleared during earth
oving exercises associated with 
he construction of the new Scie
ce and A.E.S. buildings. (These 
reas should accommodate approx

imately 300 cars). 

Although it would s~em to many 
people that there are other areas People over the age of 14 years For anyone who is interested in which could be used to accommoda-

are entitled in law to seek med- Abortion Laws or any Women's Issues, 
ical advice and treatment which te a few more cars, (for instance there is a group of interested one side of West Creek Road or is confidential, and which may not people in the University who meet 
be di'sclosed to anyone else wi'th- . sections of the incompleted med-to discuss such issues. This body 

ian strip) Site and Buildings out the permission of the patient. is an Anti-Sexist group which has 
Such medi. cal advi' ce and treatm..,.nt . . f h h emphasis that only long term ~ discussions and arums rat er t an 

parking arrangements are worth i~cludes the prescription of con- meetings. It is open to anyone who 
tracepti'ves and performi'ng of early consideration due· to the fact is interested and aims to promote f b 'ld term abortion under local anest- that the appearance o ui ers anti-sexism. It meets usually every (and more important, builders 

~=:~~ ~::t~!v:~~~~!a:~:e:~~ worn- ~~c~~: ~~~~:~d~~e!na:i:Y~o~:tn~~~ trucks and equipment) on the site 
an who use the service to confide discussions and later in the year will render 
in eo le whom they trust to pro- many of these areas unsuitable. 

1-..._....a ....... ----~~~ ...... =--------.....;-.. .. ._ .. ...;iliiiiiilii.;;o...iiiioliim;,;-.-----------------------------~As Mr. Cole, Site and Buildings 
Manager, pointed out, even when 
permanent and adequate facilities 
for car parking become available, 
the walking distance between bui
ldings and car parks will be sim
ilar to what it is at present. 
It seems that the general feeling 
in the University is that the 
presentation of the present bush
land surrbundings is more import
ant than the provision of more 
convenient car parks. 

!Whether this is so or not, there 
is no money available to constru
ct a car park in the near future 
so it looks like its going to be 

· a game of wait and see - certain-
-~ ly it seems a .s if people have 
~ accepted the long walks and the 
·.-t hassle this year. - Perhaps next 
§ year wi1!h approximately another 
~ 
Ul .,....,..- , 400 cars on campus we will walk 
~ · ._....:.--•~ further, but grumble more quietly. 

........ __________________________________________________ ~-------



ALTERNATIVE VIEWPOINT 
THE TWILIGHT WORLD OF THE 

HETEROSEXUAL 

In this- enlightened frank age we 
must all face the fact that like 
it or not, heterosexuals make up 
a sizeable portion of the popul
ation. Since by their very nat
ure heterosexuals are fur~ive and 
deceptive; no-one can say for 
sure exactly how many there are 
but psychiatric estimates run 
from five to twenty per cent in 
England and America, slightly 
higher in Europe. We have no 
figures at all for the Orient, 
since inscrutability added to 
furtiveness makes it impossible 
to judge. 
While many people naively think 
that heterosexuals are easily 
recognized, the reverse is very 
often the case, for in reality 
very few are the close-cropped 
snarling man or the simpering 
passive woman we see in the movi
es. Many lead outwardly normal 
lives and the gentle boy next 
door, and the tough competent 
girl down the street may have 
more than a passing interest in 
each other. 

What then is heterosexuality? 
Simply put, it is the inability 
to love your own sex and the sub
sequent turning for sexual rele
ase to the opposite sex. Many 
hardened heterosexuals will att
empt to turn it round and insist 
that heterosexuality is the ab
ility to love the opposite sex. 
But if this were true, it would 
have to be an ability that grew 
out of a complete heterosexual 
fulfillment - for it stands to 
reason that you can't love some
thing different to yourself un
less you can first love people 
the same as you, and most heter
osexuals are incapable of a true 
homosexual relationship. 

Strange Rituals 

The claim that heterosexuality 
involves love falls apart when we 
examine the. nature of heterosexual 
activities. There are two forms 
of heterosexual union, the'!affair'' 
and the "marriage". In both the 
sexual activities themselves are 
mechanical non-feeling unrelated 
to the individual couple, and 
prescribed in advance according 
to the strange rituals of the 
heterosexual twilight world. 
The man has certain things he is 
supposed to do in a certain order 
and the woman likewise. It is 
difficult for the healthy homo
sexual to grasp how alienating 
heterosexual "love" really is, 
but perhaps we can glimpse it 
when we examine that curious 
artifact, the sex manual. These 
are books, and the heterosexual 
world abounds with literally hun-

dreds of them, that ac_tually des
cribe, step by step, the actions 
that heterosexuals are supposed 
to perform when they•make love'. 

It is hard to say whether the 
"affair" or the ''marriage" is 
more artificial and restrictive. 
In the first, the man and woman 
will meet, perhaps in the notor
ious "cocktail bars" with their 
cold hushed atmosphere, so diff
erent from the lively gay bars 
most of us know. Then they will 
"chat", a process which consists 
of talking inanely about any sub
ject so long as they do not rev
eal any part of their personal
ities. In fact, the entire 
"affair" c01:isists of projecting 
a false image. 

When the proper time has elapsed 
the man and woman will go off to 
a special hotel maintained espe
cially for heterosexual liaisons. 
There they will each do what th
eir manual tells them and then 
say goodbye, priding themselves· 

that they have never betrayed 
any real emotion. Perhaps they 
will meet again and repeat the 
process, perhaps not. 

The "marriage" is a much more 
bizarre form of practice and one 
which is far too complicated to 
describe here. Briefly consider
ed, it is an agreement between 
two heterosexuals to live togeth
er for the rest of their lives 
and never relate sexually to any
one but each other. Though we 
might think such a strange arra
ngement might at least produce _ 
some degree of honesty, the opp
osite is often the case as the 
heterosexual compulsion to pro
ject totally false images beco
mes more and more obsessive over 
the years. 

Hormonal Imbalance 

What causes a woman or a man to 
stray so far from normal develo
pment? To date, medical author
ities have not developed any com
prehensive theory. While some 
doctors claim a hormonal imbal
ance, many psychiatrists consider . 

it an over-identification with 
the mother or father or both. 
One interesting theory claims 
that insecurity makes the woman 
want her vagina engorged or the 
man wants his penis shea~hed. 
Perhaps some engaged in their 
first heterosexual acts as a 

.form of rebellion and then, 
guilt-ridden, felt they were tra
pped in the heterosexual world 
forever. 

One thing is certain. The prob
lem will not go away by our pre
tending it does not exist. Nor 
will making heterosexuality a 
crime deter those men and women 
from seeking each other out and 
arranging their secret liaisons. 
We who are more fortunate must 
learn compassion for those who 
cannot help themselves, who do 
not choose to be this way (thouqh 

(many will exhibit a perverse stub
born pride.) If we do not close 
our eyes, if in fact we devote 
more ext~nsive research into the 
whole range of human sexuality 
then perhaps we can eventually 
release the diverse sexual elem
ents in all of us and restore 
these unfortunate people to soc
Lety. 

Rachael Pollack 

(taken ~rom Camp Ink, Vol 3, No 2) 

The tongue-in-cheek', role rever
sal approach of "The Twilight 
World of the Heterosexual" is 
hoped to convey some feeling of 
what its like to be oppressed 
as a homosexual in this society. 
Beneath the humour; however, 
lurks a sad reality. Oppression 
is not funny. 

G~y Liberation has met a growth 
in Gay Pride and a strengthed 
resistance to our oppression. 
The~e are about eight different 
day Rights organisations in Bris
bane at present. The Gay Collect
ive liaises closely with all of 
them. If you ar.e homosexual/ 

lesbian or bisexual, and you wish 
to meet others like yourself for 
friendship, information, support, 
political activity or whatever, 
please write to: 

Gay Collective, 
C/- 379 George St., 
BRISBANE, Q 4000 

Phone: 221 9373 on Friday nights. 

HOMOSEXUAL? 

Want to contact others for 
Companionship, Support, Political 
Activity? 

Maybe the Gay Collective is what 
you need. 
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AUS AND YOU . 

Griffith is an AUS campus, as such 
it has the privileges of that union. 
It is up to each student to realize 
the potential of the union and make 
use of it. 
SO WHAT CAN AUS DO FOR YOU? . 
TRAVEL. • if you wan.t to go anywhere 
without being ripped off AUS can 
help. If you can be bothered to 
walk down to the Union off ice and 
ask you can find out when AUS fli
ghts are going, how much they cost 
and lots more. They can also give 
you an AUS student card. 
GOT ANYTHING WORTH INSURING? •• AUS 
can probably insure it for the 
cheapest rates about •• this means 
that they don't insure cars or 
motor bikes. 
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN WOMEN's 
RIGHTS OR POLITICS, INTERNATIONAL 
OR NATIONAL, OR HOMOSEXUAL RIGHTS 
OR EDUCATION YOU SHOULD FIND OUT 
WHAT AUS IS DOING BECAUSE THEY ARE 
INTERESTED TOO. 
There is a lot of information in the 
Union office, yours for the asking, 
especially on the National Timer 
Campaign. There are also AUS pub
lications in the periodicals section 
of your library. 
If you are interested in any spec
ific sphere of AUS you have the 
right to go to the conferences as 
a delegate from the Uni. 

THERE ARE 4 CONFERENCES IN THE MAY 
HOLIDAYS -

media 15th-18th melb. 
services 22nd-23rd melb. 
cultural ?? tasmania 
science 22nd sydney 

There is also a political economy 
conference in Sydney from the 18th 
to the 20th of June. 
IF ANYONE WISHES TO GO TO THESE 
CONFERENCES COULD THEY CONTACT ME 
NOW. 
If there is anything else that you 
want to know about AUS come and see 
me, 

AUS AND YOU 

rertiary education can be a non
experience - you can get little 
more out of it than a meal ticket. 
Alternatively you can use it as 
an opportunity to step ~nto the 
driving seat of your life. If 
you're interested in changing the 
forces which control your every
day life - lecturers, ~ertiary 
institutions, governments, etc. -
then AUS, our union, is a mechanism 
by which you can do this. 

SHELLEY CONEYBEER (AUS Secretary)'Pf'f'f'f¥¥lf.¥¥¥¥¥¥lfJf¥¥¥¥ 

··············~····· WHO RUNS AUS? 

AUS is controlled by you, the st
udent members, through the deleg
ates of your institution to AUS's 
Annual Council meeting. All pol
icies and decisions carried out by 
AUS throughout the year are det
ermined at this meeting. Should 
10% of the campuses present dis
agree with any decision made, they 
may refer it to the students for 
ratification. In this way you 
have a direct say in AUS policy. 
Between Councils, AUS policy is 
administered by the full-time 
officers of the Union under the 
direction of the regionally elect
ed Executive. 

AUS AS REGIONS 

As has already been stated, members 
of the AUS Exe~utive are elected 
by the regions. These regions 
nearly approximate the six Austr
alian States. Each region holds 
regional meetings which may det
ermine policy applicable to that 
particular region. In many areas 
of AUS activity regional collect~ 
ives are also active. Further, AUS 
employs full-time organisers in 
almost all regions to coordinate 
AUS activities in those regions. 
These organisers are your employ
ees - if AUS can help you then 
feel free to contact them. 
Queensland: Doug Fraser - 07 3711611 

l Qld. Regional Act ,ivist Camp I 
The basic aim of fin organised 
activist camp is not, as some may 
think, i.e. devise bomb throwing 
plots, but rather to allow those 
present to become more aware of 
the activities of other campuses, 
the issues that involve the nat
ional student body and to swap 
ideas and ~ethods of finding 
solutions to these problems. 

In the first discussion we were 
talking about the problems being 
faced by the campuses at present. 
As was expected, one of the great
est problems was apathy. 

There is a little need for me to 
say anymore on this issue as on 
this campus it is being flogged 
to death. 'Also raised was the 
problems which would be faced by 
these people who are receiving 
governmental money. ' There is a 
qood chance of money now beinq 
spent on education. being re-allo
cated in the next budget, some 
money to some students has alre
ady been cut. This is a national 
problem and along with-the Timer, 
and Land rights worries it is 
being wqrked ori by AUS. This do
es not mean we should ignore it 
for it is only with universal 
support that any real gains can 
be achieved. 

There were a number of workshops 

run to help these students at the 
campus with ideas and tactics in 
getting going with newspapers, 
methods of tackling the media, 
meetings and conferences and how 
to devise posters. etc. These 
issues are all practical things 
and can best be delt with as ind
ividual topics. 

During the discussion on getting 
through to the conununity an inte
resting conflict developed. It. 
was concerned with the value of 
small demonstrations. Some of the 
things .that were brought out in 
the argument that occurred were 
that the small demonstrations 
tended to not have the support of 
the press, in fact it set people 
against t~e movement, thus making 
it more difficult for the facts 
of the issue to be shown to the 
people. What was needed was a 
process of posteringwhereby the 
facts on the issue were put for
ward in a way that encouraged 
people to think about the issue, 
that is, the pure facts were 
given, not facts plus solution. 
It is only when enough people 
know the facts that they will be 
awar~ enough to make demonstrat
ions and have the force and supp
ort that is required to make them 
effec~~ve. The other side of 
the argument was such that if 

there are six people at the first 
demonstration, 300 at the next, 
soon the support will be of a 
large enough s~ale to warrant 
public attention. In this they 
point ta the way the Vietnam 
protests occurred, finally sway
ing public opinion to their side 
because of force of numbers. 

The issue which is probably the 
one that will gain most student 
support is that of TEAS and. NEAT. 
These two government schemes may 
be cut and discussion was held as 
to ways of getting attention to 
the plight of poverty stricken 
students. These not only effect 
the young student but also the 
more mature student who may have 
a family to support. 

In our attempts to gain recogni· 
tion as a force to be reckoned 
with we must always remember that 
the press is a mightly weapon &nd 
that we must, where possible, att
empt to get it on our side. In 
doing this the facts must be 
remembered, for this reason we 
must become more organised in our 
own union so that we have a base 
for collecting and giv~ng out the 
facts to the rest of the populgy$. 
People have to know what sides 
there are before they can join 
any. 



The application for a Restaurant 
licence for University H~use, 
with the caterer Ian Knox named 
as nominee is to be heard by the 
Licencing Court later this month. 
In view of this I think that it 
is important to be familiar with 
all the facts in an effort to 
g:iaugethe influence the licence 
will have on the University comm
unity in the future. 

First of all the facts: 

1. As already indicated the nom
inee will be Ian Knox. This will 
give him the sole right to sell 
liquor in University House and 
under the statute of the Counoil, 
consumpt1on or sale of liquor 
anywhere else on ~ampus is proh
ibited except when permission is 
granted . . 

2. The reason for a restaurant 
licence rather than a c1ub liqence 
stems mainly from tne fact that 
a large number of students ar~ 
under 18, and a staff clul::) as §1.J~h 
woul~ negate many of the efforts 
made by the powers that be to 
maintain a non-elitist campus. 

3. \ The Community Services Officer 
(acting for the University) qqg 
the nominee share the responsibi
lity for "ensuring that the pro
viei0n of the Liquor Act ar.e ~q~
plied with". This falls in two 
spheres - the minimum age for 
drinking and the requirement that 
liquor be served only to th~p~ / 
customers who are having or have 
haq .a two course meal. :):n the 
case of customers who persistantiy breach the Liquor Act the pi~e 
Statute will be brought tptp force 
to debar that person from Univer
sity House. 

4. The presence of a restaurant 
licence means that the students 
4nion (or any other body for that 
matte~) will ~ot b~ ~ble to q~y 
qnq sell the liquor at dances as 
has been the practice ~n the pa§~. 
This meanS, of course that tq~ 
liqu9r will be §Qlo at aar prices 
which are considerably higher than 
the prices we have been accustom
ed to. However the Board of 
community Services has offered to 
subsidise the Union for the loss 
it will make by not being able to 
sell liquor at a profit. Th~ 
union may or may not use this 
money to lower the price of the 

TO GROG 
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liquor sold. 

5 ,. The caterer has given his 
assurance to the House ·commi t'tee 
that he will employ as many st
udents as is legally possible to 
work at all functions, and says 
that these students do not neces-· 
sarily have to be part of the 
Federation Liquor and Allied 
Industries Union. As one of the 
functions of the licence will be 
to attract more outside (and ins
ide) groups to use University 
House as the venue for their 
dances etc., this could mean that 
a lot of students will have a 
fairly substantial income. 

6. The initial cost of renovat
ions to the r2fectory will be 
around $5,000. It is planned to 
have the .plans for the bar etc~ 
drawn up for submission to the 
Licensing Court, but only to com
mence the building programme when 
anq if, the licence is granted. 

7, ~he Board of Community Servi
ces will receive 2~% levy of all 
sales made by the caterer for 
the dyr~tion of his contract. It 
is f or~seen that this will large
ly GOit\l?ensate for the initial 
©1.Jtlay. 

8. The caterer is ooli9ated to 
channel ftiS, ~ncreased profit, 
whic~ should be considerable, into 
prqv~qing ~heaper and better food 
f~r th@ university community. At 
~nis stage, all we can do is wait 
and see. 

ply ensure that you all don't go 
off half baked when the time comes. 

As a) student of this University, 
I am deeply concerned with the im· 
plications that a liquor licence 
will have on the students. The at
tempts to remain a non-elitist 
campus by opting for a restaurant 
rather than a staff club licence 
are a nice sentiment but not true 
fact. How many students get ben
efit from having liquor on campus, 
especially when it involves a two 
course meal whenever you want a 
drink? How many will find it che
aper and quicker to use one of the 
.Pubs in the inunediate vicinity? 
.More importantly, we should conside~ 
the implications that the license 
.will have on student functions. 
The Board's cut of the profits, 
I feel, will by no means be able 
to reduce the caterer's prices to 
anywhere near the level previously 
paid by students and others at 
functions. Formerly, any profits 
made on liquor at student func
tions were used to supplement 
losses· on the door, and we will 
have lost this extra revenue 
however small it was. 
Overall as far as I can see, the 
implications of a license in 
University House are that students 
will be losing the service of 
cheap liquor the Union was prev
iously able to offer at z·Lmctions 
and be expected to pay through the 
nose · to keep food prices down 
in the refectory, which the cat-
erer is not bound to instigate. 

9. ~t the Bca~d meeting last Fri- I urge you to all read the state-qay, it W9§ decided to conduct a ment about the Licence for Univ-
survey ar,...und the campus in order e:r;sity House and then fill in the 
to gain a clearer view of the questionnaire, considering care-
community' s feelings towarq§ the fully whether this licence is all 
licence. The aboyg ta.ets are sim- its made uup.f:J_~t:;o~b~e~. ----------. 
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TERTIARY ALLOWANCES 

Last year saw extensive student 
action to gain an increase in the 
basic Tertiary Allowances but with 
no result. The Labor Government 
was in the process of cutting back 
Government expenditure and Gqvern
ment Ministers claimed that the 
~overnment could not afford in
creases. 
In the Federal elections the Lib
eral . party in its education policy 
stated: 

"We believe every qualified stud
ent who is desirous of entering 
tertiary education should be able 
to do so without hardship. Further 
we will ensure means tested allow
ances under the Tertiary Education 
Assistance Scheme are maintained 
at appropriate and realistic 
levels." 
Just after the election the Minis
ter of Education in the new Govern
ment Mr. Carrick, was questioned 
on what the Government was going 
to do about Tertiary Allowances. 
Other tha,n reiterate the Liberal 
Parly election promises Mr. Carrick 
gave no further details on what 
the GOvernment would do. That 
was the last we heard from the 
Government on the level of Tert
iary Allowances. Since then the 
Federal Government has reduced 
Government spending still further 
and the prospect of TEAS increases 
seems further away. 

vague promises 

action 
As we have seen in other areas 
the Government does not feel oblig
ed to honer its election promises 
especially where it involves an 
increase in Government expendit
ure. 1 With TEAS.we have the fur
ther problem that the promises 
were couched in vague terms. 
Exactly what does "appropriate 
and realistic levels" for '1'.EAS 
allowances mean? The Government's 
silence on the matter seems to 
indicate that it will not be 
raising the level of TEAS allow
ances and thus will be allowing 
the real level of' TEAS to contin
ue to drop. 
Not only that, less students will 
be eligible for the maximum tert
iary allowance as the family in~ 
come allowable under the means 
test remains fixed and the level 
of wages rises. 
The present level of tertiary all
owances is not appropriate or re
alistic. In 1974 in a survey of 
student living costs conducted by 
the Australian Department of Edu
cation and the Australian Union 
of Students it was found that the 
medium rate of expenditure was 
$49 p.w'. fo~ students living away 
from home.-
The Government set up the Williams 
Committee to make recommendations 
on TEAS. This Committee reported 
early in 1975 that -t:he _level nee-

tea$ 
essary to meet the basic needs of 
students based on 1974 costs, was 
$42 p.w. and that this _should app
ly from January 1975 with the all
owance indexed to rising costs. 
Now in April,1976 the allowance 
for students living away from home 
still remains at $31.50 p.w. Even 
the unemployment benefit is $38.75 
p.w. 
Last year the AUS sponsored action 
to raise TEAS Allowances was not 
successful. This was partly due 
to the fact that those attempting 
to get rises did not have the 
general support from fellow stud
ents. It is even more ·necessary 
now as the allowances become com
pletely inadequate to continue to 
press for the Government to raise 
them. Where do you stand? ENS . 

• ANOTHER NEAT SCHEME ' 
INEQUITABLE SYSTEM 

Recently Mr St;eet, Commonwealth 
Minister for Labour and Industry, 
announced the NEAT benefits would 
be available for more people. 
One might be forgiven in thinking 
.:hat the Australian Government was 
putting more money into the scheme 
to enable more people to benefit 
from it •. But NO, it was simply 
more of the usual ·political rhet
oric to disguise the fact that 
more ~~ringent guidelines were 
beihg applied and that benefits 
for most students on NEAT would 
be cut . . 
They have laughingly, "means tested" 
the NEAT _retraining scheme. The 
means test consists basically of 
splitting the ,NEAT allowance into 
two distinct portions; $23.40 per 
week being called the "training 
allowance" and $41. 10 per week 
(plus adjustments for dependants) 
being called the "unemployment 
benefit". TotaJ,ling $64.50 for a 

person with no dependents, i.e. a 
single person or one with a spouse 
earning sone income.The idea of 
splitting the original allowance 
was to facilitate means testing 
of the latter amount and just to 
make the job easier it is not even 
tested on a reasonable sliding 
scale of family unit income. The 
abitrarily fixed cut off point of 
the unemployment benefit is set at 
$70.50 extra income per week for 
the family. (Previously the spouse's 
income didn't come into it). This 
is adjusted for dependents. 
If the family income exceeds the 
allowed amount, the NEAT student 
loses the whole of what is now 
called the unemployment benefit. 
There is not even a reduction on a 
sliding scale. 
The interesting part of all this is 
that married NEAT students whose 
spouses earn in excess of $70.50 
per week are better off with TEAS 

i.e. $31.50 p.w. compared with 
$23.40 p.w.) as long as their income 
~oe~ not exceed $7600 per annum, for 
it is at this point that TEAS means 
test cut off scale begins. 
These government changes have caused 
drastic cuts for about 85% of NEAT 
students. 
The original rate was about $97 a 
week (less tax). Some students now 
receive $23.40 p.w. and some $64.50 
plus depehdents allowances. 
Yet NEAT students were given to 
understand that the bQnefits gra
nted to them when they were acc-
epted into the scheme would cont
inue till the end of their courses 
This was also the impression given. 
in all the government brochures 
o~ NEA7. Some students had heavy 

. financial commitments when retre
nched from jobs and under NEAT 
~ere able to· meet their obligat
ions by studying. Through no 
fault of their own these people 



have been placed in a financial 
predicament which would mean the 
end of their studies and that is 
assuming they could find work. 
It seems it will be hard to prove 
that the government had a legal 
obligatio'n to keep their promise 
but surely they have a moral oblig
ation. 
Moves are being made to get the 
Federal Government to reconsider 
its decision on NEAT. At the last 
meeting of the A.U.S. National 
Education Policy Collective the 
following motions were passed:-
!. That a basic principle of the 
original NEAT scheme should be 
reaffirmed, i.e. That NEAT assist
ance should be available to women 
and men irrespective of their mar
ital status and the means of their 
marriage partners. 
2. That the guidelines for the 

. administration of the NEAT scheme 
should be a matter of public record 

and also provided to all NEAT app
licants. 
3. That the Minister for Employ
ment and Labour !~elations, Mr 
Street, be asked to receive a del
egation representative of AUS and 
AUS constituents on - the subject of 
the NEAT scheme. 
4. That the effective level of 
payment paid to students at the 
outset of their courses should be 
maintained. 
Following from these motions, AUS 
will be lobbying ministers and 
members of parliament and is org
anising the deputation to Mr Street. 
It will also be publicising the 
issue through the student and 
other media. 
AUS is also seeking legal aid. · 
Throughout Australia NEAT students 
have been meeting and taking coll
ective action. NEAT action groups 
are being formed on campuses • 
These groups are publicising the 

issues,, writing to Street and members 
of Parliament,forming deputations 
to members of Parliament .and others. 
At least two NEAT students from 
South Australia are being sponsored 
through student bodies (one comp
letely by the South Australian 
Institute of Technology) to form 

• part of a national delegation to 
see Street. For once the establish
ment media is providing sympathetic 
publicity. Unfortunately, Street 
has said he is not receiving del
egations on the matter and failed 
to show up at a prearranged meeting 
Of NEAT students in Victoria. How
ever this is not detering the NEAT 
action groups. Sooner or later the 
Government will have to face up to 
the consequences of its decisions 
over 'NEAT. 

Peter Love. 

Reprinted from ENS 

finance for education 
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which way 

will the dice roll ? 

... --------------~--------------------------· -·' 
He always 
He always wanted to explain things, but no-one cared, 
So he drew 

Sometimes he would just draw and it wasn't anything. 
He wanted to carve it in stone or write it in the: sky. 
He would lie out on the grass and look uo in the sky 
and it would be only the sky and the things inside 
him that needed . saying. 
and it was after that that he drew the picture, 
It was a beautiful picture. He kept it under his 
pillow and would let no-one see it. 
And he would look at it every night and think ~ut it. 
And when it was dark and his eyes were closed he 
could see it still. 
And it was all of him and he loved it. 
When he started school he brought it with him, 
Not to show anyone, but just to have it with him like 
a friend. 

It was funny about school. 
He sat in a square brown desk like all other 
square desks and he thought it would be red. 
And his room was a square brown room,like all the 
other rooms. 
And it was tight and close. Anq stiff. 
He hated to hold the pencil and chalk, with his arm 
stiff and his feet flat on the floor, stiff, with the 
teacher watchi ng and watching. 
The teacher came and spoke to him. 

-----

She told him to wear a tie like all the other boys. 
He said he didn't like them and she said it didn't 
matter. 

After that they drew. And he drew all yellow and it 
was the way he felt about morning. And it was beauti .:: . ·· 
The teacher came and smiled at him. "What's this? " 

she said. 
"Why don't you draw something like Ken's drawing? 
Isn't it beautiful?" 
After that his mother bought him a tie and he always 
drew airplanes and rocket-ships like everone else . 
And he threw the old picture away 
And when he lay out alone looking in the sky, it w~ 

big and blue, and all of everthing, but he wasn' L 
anymore. 

He was square and brown inside and his hands were 
stiff. 

And he was like everone else. All the things inside 
him that needed saying didn't need it anymore. 
It had stopped pushing. It was crushed. 
Stiff. 

Like everthing else 

This poem was written by a fourteen-year-old boy 
who, soon after handing it to an English teacher, 
committed suicide. 

R.U~! ~ If I'S 
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EH RIST IN THE EEJNeRETE -EITY 
CHRIST IN .THE CONCRETE CITY 

The play was first published in 
1956 in England and clearly bears 
the influence of the "concrete 
jungle" motifs prevalent at the 
time. There is an attempt to 
bring the rapidly-changing, mob
ile but fragile society of mid
century Britain into coherent fo
cus; a focus consistently sharpe
ned ·by repeated and, at times 
stunning, spatial and temporal 
"shifts" to the first-century 
Mediterranean world. 

Not only are there massive shifts 
in space and time, but the play 
also searches for meaning at the 
beginnings of human society and 
at the climatic intersections 
between that society and - as 
the play forcefully proposes -
the creator of that society, God. 

The play opens with this awesome 
"proposal;' : 

Man 4 Christ in the concrete 
city. 

Man 1 In the city square of the 
heart, 
The heart of the city, 
Stands the arrogant, sin 
and soot stained, 

Uncompromising bronze bulk 
of the Black Prince, 
Self's effigy, which dom
inates the heart. 

Man 2 Beside it, white clad, 
watches 
The .Christ 

Man 1 And the hurrying, rain
huddled, job~harrassed 
Unknowing passers-by in 
the lamplight 
Make choice of one or the 
other. 
Before the last· bus of 
all takes them home. 

There is a continual probing of 
the existential import of this 
relationship: what theologians 
have called "Heilsgeschichte" 
and "Historie"; those events 
around· which man is able to arr
ange his meanings, his life, .and 
the mundane course of events. 
'Of course these are also one and 
the same in most instances: to 
one ~9ldier in the play the death 
of Christ and the words he utters 
as he expires signify that "Truly 

this was the Son of God"; to 
another, dicing his mate for the 
dying man's coat, it's "duty", a 
"job", what "we get paid for". 

How can a play, merely fifty min
utes long, cohere when the begin
ning of life on earth and our 
present day are its temporal 
markers, and all of the action 
takes place in two different soc
ieties - first-century Jerusalem, 
and the modern, industrial conur
bation? It coheres because it 
denies that there is any essent
ial difference between the type 
of actions and motivations which 
put Christ on the cross and those 
which produce our modern, mass
produced, dehumanised "quality 
of life": 

Woman 2 When the vicar calls at 
our house, we invite 
him in. 

Woman 1 Hoping he will not see 
the emptiness where our 
smile does not fit: 
Nor hear the sound of 
our escaping husbands. 

Woman 2 We sit on the edge of 
chairs in the front room, 
and talk elaborately of 
the weather. 

Woman 1 And of our families, and 
the political situation. 

Woman 2 And of the weather; how 
hot it is for the time 
of year. 

Woman 1 Or, for the time of 
year, how cold. 

This thematic grounding is built 
up during the play by its highly 
ironic patterning; each society 
plays out its games, its; obse
ssions, ib;; fears; each a grot
esque parody of the other. The 
shiftsacross time and society are 
usually marked by the comments 
and interpretations of the narra-
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tor and the chorus, although the 
shifts are often very rapid and 
deliberately ambiguous. There 
are only six players and each, 
with the exception of the narra
tor (who takes no part in the 
action as such) is part of this 
chorus, but also takes the part 
of at least three other "charat
ers"; modern-day prototypes, mem
bers of crowds, political and 
ecclesiastical leaders of first
century Jewish society, Christ's 
followers. In this way, the 
thematic assumptions of the play 
are complemented by its dramatic 
technique. The haunting similar
ity, indeed, repetitiveness, of 
motivation and action of charac
ters though separated in time by 
centuries, is often embodied in 
the one player acting out that 
similarity, and commenting on it 
as well. (There are also some 

nice anachronisms - Pilate, deli
vering his verdict on the prison
er Jesus, talks of his customs 
for "national festivals and bank 
holidays"). 

rhus the chorus sets up another 
dimension - there are the two 
historical axes of the play, past 
and present, but the chorus acts 
as a sort of commentator on both. 
The debt to the classical Greek 
tragedies is obvious. Less ob
vious, though likely, is the 
.debt to a play like T.S. Eliot's 
Murder in the Cathedral. The 
author (P.W. Turner) himself ack
nowledges a debt to two lesser 
known playwrights - Henri Gheon & 
R.H. Ward. 

The play, however, presents a 
set of characters representing 
such generalised types that often 
generality spills over into c&r
icature. At these stages of hea
vy-handedness, the play struggles 
to maintain its chracteristic 
level of energy, pace, satire and 
toughness. Its attempt to place 
the relevance of the events of 
Christ's life squarely within the 
parameters of the "concrete city" 
is an important one. 

Christ in the Concrete City will 
be performed at Griffith Univer
sity on the following dates: 

Tues. 4th May. 4.00. 
Wed. 5th May.12.30 
Thurs.6th May.12.30 

Hum. 0.06 
Hum. 0.03 
Hum. 0.08 
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KGB is a relatively new band on 
the scene but its members are cer
tainly not without experience. The 
album, calles KGB is a show of 
this experience. Though sounding 
at times like Blood, Sweat and Tears 
the overall sound is heavier and 
more driving. Their rendition of · 
the old Beatles'ssong "I've Got 
A Feeling" is excellent as is 
"Midnight Traveller". Eminently 
listenable rock. ASTOR MAPS 8176. 

Pavlov's Dog's latest album is 
called At The Sound Of The Bell. 
There are some interesting tra
cks on the disc. However, there 
does not seem to be as much var
iety as there could be. If you 
don't mind this it's pretty good. 
CBS SBP 234784. 

One of the most pleasant and ins
piring albums in recent times 
would have to be the new Seals and 
crofts release Get Closer. It is 
full of their well known harmonie· 
and musical ability. 'Don't Fail' 
and 'Passing Thing' are utterly 
superb. Very, very nice. WARNER 
BROS. BS 2907. 

Led Zeppelin's Presence is one of 
the heaviest albums around at the 
moment. New songs, old style and 
there is nothing wrong with that. 
If you don't feel like listening 
to the record you can puzzle 
over 'the object' featured in all 
the cover photos. Good rock. WEA 
SS 8416. 

PllTTINEi 
THE HI 
INTEi FI 

PART 1 

Most students and of course staff 
will have some acess to music play
ing equipment, be it disc or tape, 
expensive or cheap. 
Now, there are many different types 
of gear around and I have no inte
ntion of extolling the virtues of 
one brand or another; just tossing 
in a few hints on the selection 
and maintenance of such things. 
Record players: (Transcription turn
table to the audiophile). These 
range in price from $30 to $800. 
If you 'want your records to last, 
forget the cheap turntable. A good 
turntable has belt or direct drive, 
a balanced tone arm and cost real 
money. You only get what you pay fo 
It is far better to get a good 
turntable right from the start 
(forget also automatic record cha
ngers) so your records can last 
until you can get a decent amplifie 
and speakers. 
Tapes:Open reel, g Track and1 Cass-

ette. 
There are many arguments for and 
against each of these media. But 
the facts remain. A good open reel 
deck will , leave a cassette deck 
for dead for quality of sound at 
a similar price, good I mean is 
over the $400 mark. Cassettes are 
by far the most convenient source 
of pre-recorded music. 8 Track is 
all right if you don't mind the 
funny gaps at the end of a track 
as it changes to another. 

· For those interminable Uni parties 
and rock music, cassettes are fine; 

, if you like classical or rock with 
quality, the only ways to go are 
disc and reel to reel. (What was 
that about student poverty?) It is 
a simple economic reality in Hi Fi 
that the cheapest way to good sound 
is the direct way. Save your bread The Doobie's Taking It To The and buy a good turntable or tape-Streets is the Doobies getting deck - thus preserving your material better allthe time. This is a bri- until you can afford a good qual-lliant album full of energy and ity, decent power amplifier and soul. One pf the best records speakers, more of which will appear around; if you like good, stimul- in next issue. This system is bett-ating music, this is for you. er than working up from crud to good WEA BS 2899. / gear through many sets of equipment. 

Bruce Gent:n~e~r~·~ ........... .L ............ ~~~~----~B~r~u~c~e-.~G•e•n•t•n•e•r ..... ...,.., 

Non - Stop 
... ~] Motor Cycle 

Marathon. 
AT MT. PANORAMA CIRCUIT 

BATHURST. 
This event is being run by the/ 
Newcastle College of Advanced 
Education to aid the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society.The aim is to 
complete 300 hours of r'iding on 
a 750cc Watercooled Suzuki. They 
need sponsors. So see Pam Carney 

for details. 

Iii THE 

REL~ 

CEHlNCib I 
It may be that rany students· a re 
not sufficiently aware that Coun
cil exists, that it has a vital 
function _within the University, 
that decisions at Council level 
can have enormous effect on stud
ent life. This is just a short 
note to let you know (in the mos t· 
general terms) a little about thi ~ 
group of people. 

council could be regarded as the 
top decision-making body within 
the University. All major commi
ttees within the University must 
report their activities to Cou~ci 
at its monthly meeting. Any big 
decisions that are generated from 
a Committee must be referred to 
Council for the ultimate decision . 
Clearly, Council's activities 
bear relevance to all students. 
Members of Council are so select- I 
ed that they come from varied 
areas of the community outside . 
the University and also from 
within the University populatiou . 
The intention is that this vari c.: 
ty of membership to Council will 
enable greater depth and balanced 
decision-making. I won't list 
the members (as it is easy to find 
out) except to say Sir Theodore 
Bray, as Chancello~ o~ the Univer
sity, takes the Chair. I was . 
elected as student representative. 

i If you have any issue which you 
think warrants Council's or my 
attention, or if you want Council's 
activities explained in apy way .. 
• • • • I p lease speak to me and we'll 
see what can be done. 

Lloyd Hancock 



No point 

Still the solitary track winds on. 
The lonely mountain road, 

POEMS 

That climbs, 
' higher, 

Into the . senslessness 
Of my very existance. 
I alone can find a reason 
For the winding tur~oil 
And dizzy heights 
Of the never ending path 
That leads to conciousness. 

No point was ever made 
To justify me. 
And yet I will exist 
Until my destination becomes .. 

The White Rose 

stand if you 
on the verge 
emptyness 
this void 

must 
of this 

*** 

live here if you wish 
reality. but do not ask me 

Trying to say something 

Beauty is only as ' deep as you make it, 
Life is there if you take it. 
Do you want them? 
Answering a resounding yes 
you ask yourself, 
what is beauty 
what is life 
what are you? 

00 But you never answer your 
do you? 

*** 

Prison Poems 

own questions, 

..... 
I read some poems 
Written by prisoners 
And become entranced. -

' _,. - .- -
/ ' 

Their feet marched over my heart, 
Impressing bars 
and inhuman clangings, 
Deep into the · pulp of my mind. 

I was sentenced ... 
For twenty seconds. 

To be released by a lawnmower 
back .•. 

Into prison of suburbia 
And the walls of noise and tiles 
Towered into eternity. 

I returned, 
A captured man. Rain 

I saw 1,000 silver diamonds 
Falling, 
Like rain 
But twice as beautiful 
And a million times more worthless ... 

) 

Diamonds mean nothing, 
To a thirsty man. 

Words 
are something 
made to fill a page. 
Reading 
is meant to empty it 
while leaving it more full 
than before. 

why 

your life is your own 
you are condemned 
to freedom 
your decisions 
are yours alone 

i cannot make them 
all i can do is tell 
the truth 
but it will be 
twisted 

by the bias of my 
love. 

The Sea 

Love is like the sea. 
It ebbs and flows, 
Gets angry, 
Is calm. 

Salty with tears 
I cry for love. 

*** 

Sadness 

The totality of sadness 
is a still, silent, empty, 
pool of water. 

A tear splashed down 
amongst sharp rocks, 
thorns, 
~ 

and soft beds of fern. 

The sun sets, 
and the pool is filled .; 
with the reflection of the moon. 
through the branches 
of red gum 
and iron bark 

by stirring the water 
I can break the moon, 
into thousands of 
dancing fragments. 

Stars. 

Engrossed in the beauty, 
you will not notice me 
leaving. 



I• • • • • • • • ·• • • • • • I . . 
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