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The Gryphon - pronounced, and sometimes 
spelt, Griffin - is portrayed in ancient legends as 
a symbol of strength and vigilance. Gryphons 
were often represented above the gateposts of 
temples and official buildings, · their twofold 
powers to protect the contained treasures. In 
more recent times, Lewis Carroll renewed the 
image of the Gryphon by symbolising it as 
something novel and out of the ordinary in Alice 
in Wonderla.nd. Here at Griffith University the 
Gryphon represents a combination of all these 
characteristics. We· hope to make something 
worthwhile and yet different from the raw 
materials of our university. 

adventures beyond the careers advisors
and obviously the first victims of 
pruning in hard times. 

SIR SAM 
Sir Samuel Wal~r Griffith 

his man was the first Secretary for 
blic Instruction under his own Act 

f 1875 ~ the State Education Act -
ou realise the various significances. 

enough known about the man 
real feelings - one thing 
- he didn't sell used cars. 

osed as a radical, Sir Samuel was a 
onservative member of Parliament (see 

THIS EMBRYONIC GRIFFIN 

Maybe some of u~ came here to go to 
Uni., but I hope there are also many 
who have got control in their own 

he Kanaka and Longreach· shearers issues) 

This newspaper was initiated to give new hands, and believe in what we are e of the starters of the Federal 
students some background knowledge about doing. A little confidence never onstitutional Game, a subtle side 
their university. Primarily, it is a substitute for hurts. ffect is the reappearance of his name 
the Orientation handbook of other universities. t a time when the country seems more 
We hope it includes all the information you There are lots of people out there trained than ever. While promoting 
want to know. The other source of general who will nev~r be attracted to Griffit he union of colonies, he no doubt 
information is the Information Booth in • • • • • • • • • rovided the States Rights features. 
University House - see map, page 4 - which f we lean either way (to Qi.ieensland 
will be operating throughout Orientation Week. VENCEREMOS r Australia) the shadow of the man 
(If they can't answer your queries, maybe you 1 _______________ ... ____ ..i13i ts behind us. 

have crossed the thin line between interested 1-----------------•iiiil-t 
and too bloody inquisitive.) 

We have included articles on accommodation, 
transport, facilities, money, clubs and the SRC, 
for your general information. In the centre 
lift-out, there is the combined official and 
student activities timetable for Orientation Week 
and a large map to help you get your bearings 
during what could be a confusing week. 

This first edition of the Griffith University 
students' newspaper is not intended to be the 
prototype for all future issues. In fact . there 
might not be any future issues. The future of 
The Gryphon depends entirely on the Students' 
Representative Council (when it is formed) and 
on the budget assigned towards a student 
newspaper. If this can be assured, we hope to 
bring out eight issues a year, at monthly 
intervals during the March-June and 
August- November semester periods. Even with 
the money, we will be limited to four pages or 
eight pages per issue unless we get enough 
material to warrant expansion. So, if you care, 
you nave two alternatives - send us heaps of 
money, or better still contribute original articles, 
poems, sketches or whatever for publication. 

EDITORIAL 

There are more cynics everyday - the 
Trendy University gets put down all 
the time. Perhaps the western 
philosophy of waiting till the 
society changes before providing the 
facilities to cope with the change 
is responsible. Planning, antagon
istic to both left and right, moulds 
the face but prevents spontaneous 
- even individual change. 

Although the structure of Griffith 
possibly leaves much to be desired, 
the fact remains that it exists; 
and we (the students) generally 
consider ourselves fortunate, to be 
there. The staff will soon tell of 
the role of the student in the 
structure - but remain optimistic -
for with the security of numbers -
anything is poss~ble. 

"lst it has to be a degree factory 
to justify its existence, Griffith · 
is more progressively liberal than 
other contemporary institutes. 
Certainly, for the first few years 
a flat structure will exist, so long 
as the majority help it. It is worth 
remembering that MAS and AFS are 

The: Site 

The North West ccorner of the site, 
near the AFS Speecial Reserve, is 
crossed by a powwer line easement 
and fronts onto ' an area zoned special 
purposes (for quuarrying/or housing they 
say), and the Sailisbury pub. 

The North East ccorner is near to the 
route of the Souuth East Freeway which · 
is planned to goo between us and the 
Teachers College.e. Klumpp Road 
interchange is e~xpected to open in 
1981 - the main • entry to the 

- University. 

The South-east ccorner features a 
large sculptured i earth arena 
which is the sit<te advertised as 
Brisbane's bid f~or the •82 
Commonwealth Gammes. Six changes 
in .plan do not s~top us from hoping 
to use the f~ciliities eventually. 
(Just watch out jfor athlete's foot 
and left over dn'Ugs after the 
competitors have~ finished. ) 

Across Kessels Rc~oad, on the south 
boundary is the 1proposed hospital 
site. Subject tco dispµte between 
Australia and QuEteensland as to who 
finances it (whattever next), that'll 
be open one day. ' 

Check out the vitew of Flinders Peak 
etc on the horizcon to the south:' 
Mt. Gravatt is tlhe . best place for an 
overview of the di is tric t. ( P. S. -
the site is goo•l .. ) 

PARIS, AUSTRALIA 

The writer on the barricades 
is shouting 'brave new world' 
while keeping a weather eye out for 
1984 I I 

Smash The Establishment 
but gently, brother, gently, • 
remember -
it's your head that you're using. 

Arrangements are being made, 
appointments are being kept, 
bricks are being laid 
by unions of the adept • 

a new format for the times; 
the brick wall that rhymes. 

The barricades were pulled down, 
to become, once again, 
trees, benches, paving stones. 
The roadworkers repair the surfaces / 
revolution is ii steady job. ~ 

They are up in the early morning 
feeling each slight shift of the wind. 

. Camus strolls by, affecting a cap. 
Magritte touches the brim of his bowler. 

HIGH NOON 

The gone west cowboy 
~--on a horse that smokes_ grass, 

riding herd on clouds 
blown from the tip of his gun. 
he slides th e chillum 
back in the hol ster --
he'll never breathe out again. 

from+ 
SAINT KILDA 
MEETS HUGO 

¥LL 

eric beach 

' Processed by CPL/CAT, 10 Bailey Street, 
West End. Ph. 44 6021-. 
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THE ONCE OVER 
ACCOMMODATION 

Various factors characteristic of Griffith 
University - for example its distance from the 
centre of the city and the large number of 
students living in outlying areas means that 
finding accommodation will be one of the 
foremost problems a prospective student will 
face. 

S and SA Division of the University has been 
. working since last September towards this end, 
conducting ;various advertising campaigns, door 
knock appeals. The accommodation officer, Mrs 
Dot Egan, is presently, among other things, 
co-ordinating all the information that has 
accummulated from these various sources, and 
hopes to have a comprehensive idea of the 
accommodation available about the 24th 
February. This hopefully will give students 
enough time to settle in before they start the 
actual Academic year on the 1 Oth March. If you 
are in need of accommodation you can contact 
Mrs Egan by either 'phoning Griffith University 

1or going to see her at the site. If you know what 
sort of accommodation you are after 

.. (unfortunately there are no flats or houses 

. available as yet) and know what you will be able 
to pay per week Mrs Egan will endeavour to 

· match up the offers with your requests. In doing 
· this she can only hope to find a suitable 
compromise between the student and the 
householder, but cannot promise to find the 
student a definite placement. . 

The 'phone number which will reach the 
Nathan site is 46 7111. Ask for Mrs Dot Egan, 
or if unavailable, the S & SA Division. 

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 

Clubs ~nd societies, be they sporting, cultural, 
creative, or political, play an important role in 
the life of a majority of Australians. They are an 
integral part of every commu!1ity, and their 
worth is beyond question. 

I All of our larger educational institutions have 
scores of these bodies, and they are so much 

. taken for granted that we often overlook their 
real value. What part do they play, especially· in 
the life of a university? 

On the surface, there is a lot which is of 
obvious value, going under the name of good 
fun. The the footballer it may be the thrill of 

1the game, the post-game session at the local or 
1the end of season celebrations: to the musical 
tsociety member, it may be a weekend camp or 
)interstate trip. Life would be duller without the 
1opportun~ties of mutual enjoyment provided by 
fOmmon-mterest type groups. 
I To the new student at a university, joining a 

lclub means · the opportunity to get info the 

1swing of university life, something very difficult 
to do via the study of textbooks. Starting life at 
uni can be a jading experience if you have only 
one br two close friends who you rarely see 
anyway. Here, the ·club is an ideal medium for 
the making of new contacts, via the channels of 

1a shared interest. For the established campus 
1man, the weekly meeting (or whatever) of old 

'

cronies is. also something to look forward to. 
This aspect of the club scene; i.e. something 
1regular and enjoyable in a week full of things 
1regular and often unenjoyable (lectures?) throws 
la fresh light on the students view of the uni. as 
an institution. It is not just a necessary evil, 
something staid . and highly academic to be 
endured five days a week (four if you're lucky) 
for "n" number of years, but something that has 
real relevance to your present existence. 

Based on your · own experience so far, 
1especially at school, I think you will agree with 

Jme that those who get the most out of any 
particular field, are those who put the most in. 

JA certain standard of physical health is a 

'

prerequisite for doing anything, but it is a 
· healthy mental ·attitude that will be of most 

1
1 

value to a student. This is where partaking in 
some sort of club activity is of great value, so for 
your own enjoyment and your own sake, get 
"nto things! It's only part of your overall success 
that can be measured in H.D.'s. 

Here at Grif it , the ormation o clubs and 
societies can be specially worthwhile to us all. · 
We have the opportunity to build something 
really good, starting now, and it can only be 
done if we contribute willingly and co-operate. 
This will only happen if there is a good spirit
running through the .uni. This exists at the 
moment, and will continue if we can feel proud 
of what we do as a group. . 

Some weeks ago, a· questionnaire was sent to 
all students, in which you were asked to indicate 
your special illterests in a number of sporting 

· activities. I hope you will get the opportunity to 
partake of the activity of your choice. 
Obviously, with only 450 students, all interests 
cannot be catered for, but it's up to you to be 
the motivating force behind the formation of 
any club. Numbers at Griffith will be increasing 
with every year, so the future can only bring 
bigger and better things, for any organization 
started now. We may want a student's union at 
some stage, but it won't just appear suddenly as 
something you can join. Likewise with a lot of 
other organizations taken for granted elsewhere. 
We will be the ones who foresee the need for 
these and brin them to realit . 

Just · to help profitably fill in those spare 
hours you shall have between studying, lectures, 
sporting and club activities, socializing, eating 
and perhaps sleeping, a notice board will be 
devoted to advertizing positions vacant. This will 
·be supervised to prevent the frustration of 
ringing the perfect job only to hear it was taken 
days ago. 

· At first this will be a humble affair due to the 
locals understandable wariness of we weird 
Griffith creatures, but as our standing in the 
community inevitably reaches great heights that 
board will be plastered with employers eager for 
our services. Keep your eyes pealed. 

LIBRARY 

At the time o writing this artlc e, t e 1 rary 
was stilf ii1 the warehouse at Evans Road. I 
spoke to Mr. Sid Page who hopefully said that . 
they hoped to move in by late February. Despite 
the difficulties forced upon them by lack of 
stability in housing lending is expected to begin 
from the first week of teaching. 

Approximately 25,000 books are in the 
library at present covering all schools. Although 
this sounds a tremendous number of books for 
500 students to use, when you consider that 
each school has a basic foundation course 
common to all, you realise that there will be i 20 
students in each school . demanding the same 
books at the same time. This prpblem will be 
overcome by the staggering of studies by 
lectures and the library freezing of those books 
in demand. Besides the books the library has the 
usual collection of periodicals and newspapers. 

Now we come to the bad news. Due to the 
small number of students and the lack of a 
computerized system, all loans are made in the 
manual way, i.e. there are no library credit-type 
cards in operation at present. So here go the 
filling out of name, address, title, author by 
hand every time you borrow a book. Don't 
despair a computer system is being planned for. 

The library is producing a teaching 
programme of how to get the most out of the 
facilities provided. This, I suspect, is of the usual 
"How to use your Library" nature, but I think it 
would be benificial to all you future library• 
clients to attend the course. 

What exactly does our library have in the way 
of creature comforts? Well, Robyn Gibson the 
architect of the Central Library of St. Lucia uni. 
and of Mayne Hall is responsible for th·e 
extendable building incorporated in the 
Humanities building, which is to be our library. 

LIGHTLY 
Carpeted and furnished in a spl~ndor of oranges, 
browns and yellows are housed all the mod. 
cons. of audio visual equipment, small cubicles 
for study, post-graduate work rooms, group 
discussion rooms anci a lecture room. If the 
formal surroundings do not bring out the 
studious strain in all of you then just move on 
down to the carpeted area which is tastefully 
decorated and suitably furnished with bean-bag 
chairs. Here you may relax in comfort while 
reading the heavy material for your assignment 
due in today, and have a quiet smoke. 

THIS 'home away from home opens at 8 am. 
and on Saturday and Sunday too, but it has not 
been decided when it will shut. There will be no 
mid-night oil burning. Look out fQr future 
blurbs put out by the library itself for more 
exciting installments of your librarys' 
development. 

MONEY 

FoI every student, except the exceptionally 
wealthy, money and how to get hold of some 
more, is one of the most important aspects of 
university life. Unfortunately, no-body can offer 
a clear-cut solution to the problem (short of a 
big fat cheque) but it certainly helps to know 
what you are entitled to in the way of grants 
and allowances. For this reason you might be 
advised to visit the booth dealing with money 
problems during Orientation week. The people 
manning these booths should be able to. inform 
you on your chances of monetary assistance 
through the year and may be able to tell you of 
some schemes which were unknown to you. 

With the advent of the Federal Government 
Tertiary Allowances Scheme the burden was 

· eased for a lot of students, especially if they had 
brothers or sisters at tertiary institutions as this 
fact could double the allowance they were 
entitled to. BUT (isn't there always a catch) this 
lovely scheme is governed by a means test, the 
standards of which must · be said to be 
antiquated by to-day's prices and wages. Many 
students are still struggling to get enough money 
to allow them to have a relatively hassle-free 
year at University. 
· Due to the current economic situation, many 

students who previously able to earn enough in 
their vacation holidays have been unable to find 
employment. The same situation applies to any 
part time job hunters. Hopefully when the 
S.R.C. is formed and gets all your support we 
will have a place available where job vacancies 
can be advertised. A system will have to be used 
so confusion is avoided. Also we hope to have 
arrangements with the employees around so any 
vacancies will be conveyed to us so giving our 
students first opportunity. 

Now supposing you have dug up some money 
and, considering the impossible situation where 
you have some to bank we will discuss the 
banking set-up. On campus these facilities 
include a branch of the National Bank, a 
proposed depot for the Commonwealth Bank 
and a representative from the Universities of 
Queensland talsa credit union. However, as talsa 
only caters for staff and students with one year's 
study behind them this representive won't .be 
too busy this year. -

As you can see from the scrolls of helpful 
information provided by this article, the first 
year is going to be pretty tight financially for 
most of us. The best advice to be had is:
attend the boothe in Orientation week to be 
manned by those who know all about the loop
holes in this set up. BEST OF LUCK. 
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OFF WITH A BANG 

PARKING ON 
RING ROAD ONLY 

LAKESIDE 
.l>ININq l<>or-ts. _ 

............. ~ .................... , ...... ~ .................... ~~-............. l ........... !llllll!mll ____ .......... _. .. i-. ............................. ~ 

GRIFFITH UNIVERSITY.YOGA SOCIETY gradually enabling the student to integrate the 
YOGA 

In its simplest and most practical form Yoga 
is that way of life which endows perfect health 
and leads to the attainment of peace of mind 
and permanent well-being. The ancient and 
modern Yoga authorities - whose knowledge of 

· the subject derives from its practise and direct 
experience - insisted that the sincere and 
consistent adherence to the yogic disciplines 
eventually guarantees that all the goals of life are 
achieved. In this day and age when aimlessn_ess, 
frustration and failure haunt our daily lives, this 
assurance is of profound significance. 

"Yoga is a philosophy that is not founded 
upon unsatisfactory theories as are so many 
other philosophies of the world; on the 
contrary, it is intensely practical, offering a 
most exhaustive course of constructive 
integral education." 

Shri Y ogendra,. 
Founder-President of the Yoga Institute, 

Bombay, India, 
rom "Yo a Essa s" 

Yoga Education was first introduced into 
Australian Universities in 1964 at Melbourne 
University under the auspices of the Yoga 
Education Centre, Melbourne, the only · such 
teaching institute in Australia recognised by the 
Indian Government and a member of the Yoga 
Extension Service based at the Yoga Institute in 
Bombay. By 1974, over 1 OOO students were 
studying Yoga at four Australian Universities -
Melbourne, Monash, Latrobe and Queensland. 

In 1973 ~nother Yoga Education Centre was 
established in Brisbane in affiliation with the 
Melbourne Centre. The co-principals, Mr. Brian 
McCarthy and Mrs. Maaida Palmer are graduates 
of the Yoga Institute in Bombay. Mr. Martin 
Taylor, an inaugural member of the Queensland 
University Society attends Griffith University 
this year and following enquiries from university 
students with regard to learning the subject of 
yoga it was decided that a Yoga Society: would 
be established at Griffith University. 

It is cinticipated that Yoga Education will 
attract serious interest on this campus, holding 
in common with the projected philosophy of 
Griffith University the ideal of integrated 
education of the wh,ole person. Yoga education 
is .a practical education, based on a system of 
personal discipline which has been studied and 
perfected over thousands of years. Yoga 
provides for the development of the individual's 

otential through self-understanding, thus 

personality. 
The following article: 'The Aims and 

Methodology of Yoga' is written to define for 
prospective students the proper approach to 
Yoga Education ... realising that Yoga is a way 
of life involving discipline and technique for the 
development and integration of all personal 
aspects; there is no provision for the miraculous 
and the instantaneous. 

Mr. & Mrs. Brian McCarthy will be taking 
classes during Semester. Each member will be 
enrolled in a class meeting for one hour each 
week. During Orientation Week the Society will 
be operating an information desk in the vicinity 
of University House. All enquiries may be 
directed to Martin Taylor, telephone 90 4262. 

Watch out for Neville Curtis 
who is the ex-President for South 
African Students Union. He had to 
leave because of his public views on 
the Apartheid Policy. He will be 
around in Orientation Week. 
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ORIENTATION WEEK AT GRIFFITH 

UNIVERSITY 

Griffith University, Brisbane's 2nd, and 
Queensland's 3rd, commences teaching in the 
"irst week of March, 1975. With an emphasis on 
multidisciplinary studies, the University will 
ake 500 students in the Schools of Science, 

J-lumanities, Australian Environmental Studies, 
~nd Modern Asian Studies. 

The site, in Mt. Gravatt south-of Brisbane is 
400 acres of thick scrub, with the quiet 
necessary for University study, but the contact 
essential for retaining the university's role in the 
t.:ommunity around it. 

Monday 

In the morning, we hope to encourage the 
ormation of various clubs and societies, both 

social and cultural. To do this, a wide range of 
~utside groups have been invited to help 
students organise themselves into groups. 
Obviously, this will depend on student response, 
but judging on past experience, a drama group, 
at least, seems bound to succeed. Any members 
of the public who feel qualified in any cultural . 
field are welcome to contact us with a view to 
helping student bodies off the ground. 

Early Monday afternoon· is timetabled as a 
meeting to discuss the formation of an S.R.C., 
Students Association or otherwise. It will be the 
first opportunity for students, as a body, to look 
at themselves and begirt the task of making the 
university. Because we are opening with small 
numbers, we hope that _the level of contact 
oetween students will be well· developed. 

· :Certainly, we hope for activism, but not 
beauracracy. 

That evening, several films will be shown -
Peddar', 'Castor and Pollux' and 'Nimbin'. One 
s the condemnation of eco-cide, another a study 
bf lifestyles, and the last, a festival film. 

'r!'uesday 

In the afternoon, David Byrrte, the new St.ate 
!Member of Belmont, will speak on his interests 
~n the local community. With his background 
~nd interest in education, the opening of a 
southside university will be of prime 
mportance. Certainly a young member like 
nimself will be much closer to the interests of 
students starting at a new stage in life 
hemselves. It is through people such as him that 
~he University can create and preserve links with 
lthe community that surrounds it. 

In the afternoon, we hope to have a group of 
folk singers performing in University House. 
lfhis is the social centre of the University, for 
both staff and students. Many of the ideas 
encompassed . in the Griffith philosophy, 
includes ways of combining the academic and 
student sectors of the community. 

Wednesday 

Wednesday is planned , as an especially 
, interesting day, with outside groups invited to 
provide Art and Craft demonstrations through 
the day. These include potters, sculptors, 
weavers, actors and musicians. This is followed 
at lunchtime by · a free concert, featuring 
'People', a jazz based local group. 

Thursday 

rLabour ana National rarnes. commg c10se on 
the heels of an election, the subject (the CUM LISTEN 1V 
Queensland Electoral System) should attract .. _____ 

11111111 
____________ .. 

much ·attention. Among the many displays and talks 
That night, La Boite' will produce two provided by the various organisations 

outstanding plays - 'Death Watch' and 'The during Orientation Week, is a 
M~ds'. This. · will be a splendid nights discussion on "Transcendental 
entertainment, fit to cap off a week of he~lthy Meditation". 
introduction for both the Un~versity and the 
students. Briefly, this phenomenum is a process 

of direct experience rather than one 

Saturday 

Orientation Week activities culminate on 
Saturday night with a Public Dance in University 
House. Quasar and People will play, with 
Mother's Lightworks providing effects. $1 
Admission introduces University musiC to the 
southside. 

Official Funcions will be held at different 
.stages. Admission to most is by invitation only. 

.of intell~ctual analysis. 

Meditation of this .kind is said to 
allow greater effectiveness in 
activity without experiencing stress 
and strain. 

- Sounds a bit ·too good. ,to be true? 

Come and listen to the expert. 

ORIENTATION WEEK PROGRAMME 

Friday 28. 2. 75 

9.30 a.m. - 1-.00 p.m. - Student enrolment within the Schools. 
2.00 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. - Student enrolment within the Schools. 

Saturday -1.3. 75 

2.00 J?·m. - 4.00 p.m. - Part-time student enrolment. 
Part-time students meet Vice-Chancellor and Registrar. 

Monday 3. 3. 75 

8.30 a.m. - 12.00 noon - Completion of student enrolment. 
12.00 noon - 2.00 p.m. - Concert - University House. · · 
all day - clubs/activities - Spine~ath and UniversitY. House foyer. 
2.00 p.m. - S~udent Repres~~tative Council meeting - University House. 
7.30 p.m. - Films - Humamties Lecture Theatre. · 

Tuesday 4. 3. 75 

910·3300a.m. ~ 10.30 a.m. - Welcome t~ s_t1:1den~s by Vice-Chancellor and Registrar - Assembly area. 
. a.m. - 1.00 p.m. - School Actmties within the Schools. 

2.00 p.m. - 3.00 p.m. - guest speaker David Byme (Liberal Party) - Assembly area. 
3.15 p.m. - 4.15 p~m. - Students _of the_ Sch~JOl of ~umanities are invited to participate in a 

3 00 F . co-op~ratiye umversity proJe9t - Mr. Ira Smith - Humanities Lecture Theatr . 
. p.m. - olk smgers - Umversity House. 

7.00 p.m. - Welcome to parents by Vice-Chancellor and Executive Officers - Assembly area. 

Wednesday 5.3. 75 

mornin8 -: arts/crafts - Spinepath and University House foyer. · . · 
9.30 a.m. - 10.30 a.m. - Stu~e!1ts o~ the School of Australian Environmental Studi~s are invited to 

participate m a co-operative university project - Mr. Ira Smith - Humanitie 
Lecture Theatre. 

10.45 a.m. - 11.45 a.ill. - _Students of t~e Sch_ool <?f Mod~rn Asian Studies are invited to participate 
m a co-operative umversity project - Mr. Ira Smith - Humanities Lecture 

Theatre. . 
· 12.00 noon - 2:00 p.m. - lu~ch-time concert -: bus entrance, Science building. 

12.30 p.m. - Vice-Chancellors Luncheon - Umversity House. 
2.30 p.m. - Ceremony to _celebrate the commencement of teaching - Assembly area. 
4.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. - hght refreshments - University House. . 
7.30 p.m. - Staff/Student Dance - University House. 

Thursday 6. 3. 7 5 

9.30 a.m. - 1.00 p.m. -- School Activities within the Schools. . 
2.00 p.m. - 3.00 p.m. - St1:1den~s of t~e School o(Science are invited to participate in a co-operative 

umversity project - Mr. Ira Smith - Humanities Lecture Theatre. 
3.00y.m. - 5.00 p.m. - Folk concert - Assembly area. · 
evenmg - School social functions within the Schools. 

Friday 7.3. 75 

10.00 a.m. - 11.0'0 a.m. - Guest.speaker Ted D'urso (Council for Democracy in Schools) --, Assembly 
area. · 

11.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. - Studentsyrevi<?usl~ unabl~ to attend are ~nvited to participatein a 
co-operative umversity project - Mr. Ira Smith - Humanities Lecture 

. Theatre. 
2.00 p.m. - debate - ALP vs NP - Assembly area. 
7.30 p.m. - plays (La Boite) - Humanities Lecture Theatre. 

Saturday 8.3. 75 

7.30 p.m. - Public Dance - bring yourTriends. 
...................... 9'!"" .............................. ----......... .--.. ................... _... ........................... 1 

- GETTING TO KNOW US . 

Thursday afternoon features an especially fine 
concert, of acoustic instruments .. Bob Irvine, a 
noted bottle neck guitarist will play country 
blues, in what should be a splendid hour long 
session. Following, Bob Saso and his wife 
(whose name we don't know), will play dulcimer ... _______________ ., 

thought of as an integral part or' the student 
body rather than as a separate entity. I am sure 
we will be able to work together to develop 

duets, as well as guitar and auto-harp numbers: I 
Not only are they both fine musicians, but 
!doubly skilled, in that they · construct their own ·1 
dulcimers, as well as holding workshops where 
one can learn the . necessary techniques. 
Undoubtedly, one of the most superb 
programmes ever head on our side of the 
mountain. 

Ira Smith is my name and Consultant ideas which will help make for better fulfillmentl 
Counsellor is my Campus designation. Off in our University life and at the same time 
campus I am a clinical and consultant provide us with insightful knowledge to pass on 
psychologist. I have a wide range of interests and to those who follow, remembering always that 
contribute in . a modest way in several areas of the environment through which we are passing 
community endeavour. I am a gregarious and will not be repeated. It is in recognition of this 
fairly garrulous beast - I sometimes snarl but constant change that I feel we should start our 
never ever bite (except in play). I have been relationship without preconceived ideas.and that 

'Friday asked on several occasions what is to be my role we should develop together. I look forward with 
at Griffith and I have had to say that I am not the expectation tha~ we shall all get to know one 

Guest Speaker, Dr. ·Ted D'urso speaks on quite sure. I suppose I could say I'll be following another very well and that we will be able to 
[Education in the morning. The subject will be the line of traditional counselling, but Griffith contribute to each others development and lay a 
~From Multi-versity to Emmuniversity' and will not be a traditional University and why basis for a University philosophy which will be 
many folk will no doubt be interested in his should I be different _from everyone else. No second to none in the quality of its ideals. 

comments, very relevant to the opening of a new doubt my . role will include many facets of· yes, all you lucky studer1ts do have the 

ltertiary institute. traditional counselling but essentially it is my chance of meeting this man. Just support the 
After lunch, one of Orientation Week's more intention for the counselling role to be sessions he is having with each school during 

political activities will take the shape of debate developed to meet the requirements of the Orientation. week and see what he is really .lih~ ~ 
between the respective state secretaries of the students, whatever they may be. I aim to be 1 
~------_.. ________________ ._ ______ ..._ __ _..._.._mmm ____________________________ ~_..Jr 



THE ONCE OVER - THE ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH GROtJP- W. E. L. 
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l 'G H Tly Con tl"n ued The concept of an environmental action group Women's Electoral Lobby, begun in 1972, now 

seems to have germinated simultaneously, more consists of several thousand women in hundreds 

or less, from the thoughts of a few students. of autonomous groups in · every State of 

S.R.C. 

The Orientation Week Committee, feels the 
formation of an S.R.C., is not only desirable but 
highly necessary, to carry out the proposed aims 
of such an association, and to continue the task 
of student involvement in the university. 

Because of the nature of the prior 
organisation of Griffith University, any S.R.C. 
(or other Student Organisation) is relieved of the 
financial aspect of running the commercial 
facets of the University (i.e. shops, refectories 
and sporting facilities). These functions will be 
assumed by the Community Services Board. 

The S.R.C. should be generally responsible for 
promoting the welfare of it's members. In 
particular it should: I 
L Provide a means of communication within the 

University on matters concerning its 
members. 

2. Promote and co-ordinate the social, cultural, 
religious and political activities of its 
members. 

3. Organise general gatherings of its members. 
4. Publish such newspapers and magazines as 

may be determined from time to time. 
5. Elect student representatives where necessary. 

Membership of the S.R.C. under the Act is 
open to all students and such other persons as 
may be defined in its constitution. In order that 
the S.R.C. can fulfil the functions. outlined 
above, it is felt that membership should be 
compulsory for all students. To function 
efficiently, the S.R.C. will need t have 
adequate funds at its disposal. In the ev nt that 
these funds are not forth coming fr m the 
university, they will have to be provi led by 
means of a compulsory fee levied on ·all 
students. 

The administration of the S.R.C. should be 
entrusted to an Executive Committee, which 
would be empowered· to act on its behalf in all 
matters. It would also be responsible for the 
management and disposal of the funds of the 
S.R.c. · Members of the Executive Committee 
should be elected annually by and from S.R.C. 
members. 

The Executive Committee should not be 
empowered to commit the S.R.C. to any policy 
or activity unless specifically authorised to do so 
by a duly constituted general meeting of the 
S.R.C. as defined in its constitutiQn. 

The executive Committee should have the 
power to establish sub-committees as it deems 
necessary. It is recommended that Chairmen of 
sub-committees be elected directly by and from 
S.R.C. members, and that other committee 
members be elected or co-opted as the S.R.C. 
may determine from time to time. The president 
of the Executive Committee, or his nominee, 
shall be an ex-officio member of every 
sub-committee. Initially, at least two 
sub-committees would be needed; these would 
be responsible for the organisation or clubs or 
societies and for student publications. 

Thanks to Helen Svenson for all your 
help. - ... 

WANTED1 , I 
Editor, staff and articles for future I 
publications. 

Apply at Clubs and Activities Booths 

during Orientation Week. 

The key position of the student in combatting Australia. We held our third National conference 

ecological madness was recognised. The concept in Sydney 25th - 27th January this year with 

of self-reform, as well as reform by society was 500 women and a few men attending. 

also recognised. I suppose the group's consti- WEL are women striving for equal rights, 

tution expresses its ideals aptly. It is hoped that opportunities and responsibilities. Women's 

the Grqup's activities in years to come generate status in society is researched, with particular 

in the Nader/Public Interest Research Group reference to Australia and for WEL - Brisbane, 

Mould. Queensland. As·inequalities are fourid we try to 

OBJECTIVES: eradicate them by (a) endeavouring to educate 

1 OURSEL YES the · public and (b) lobbying politicians, 

To educate ourselves, the members, in the various governmental and private organizations to bring 

issues and alternatives involved in the areas of about change. 
ecology, environmental balance, pollution, Before elections candidates are questioned to 

natural resources utilisation and conservation ascertain their attitudes to problems affecting 

2 IN THE TER TIAR y INSTITUTES . women and children and. then issue a report of 
...our findings. Thus we hope to encourage 

To activate people within the Universities, etc. politicians to take an intelligent interest in 

and imbue them with a sense of responsibility women's affairs. But, we have a long way to go 

for the foregoing. if these candidates quotes can be used as a guide. 

3 IN THE SCHOOLS Ex-Senator Little, Victorian DLP: "I have 

To promote ecology and conservation groups in never been interested in the equality of women 

the schools, the inclusion of relevant material in at all. I have placed women above .ny•;elf and 

courses and to promote disG,ussion on ecology don't wish them to drop down to my level." 

and the environmenta·l problems of society . Senator Reg Wright, Liberal, Tasmania: "The 

4 THE GENERAL PUBLIC great fundamental mistake is in. thinking there is 

To make the general public aware of the discrimination. There are great differences 
between men and women which will not be 

principles and values of anti-pollution measures, 
effective conservation and intelligent utilisation overruled - to make women an economic unit is 

of natural resources. unnatural." (my emphasis). 
Senator Peter Rae, Tasmania, told WEL there 

5 RESEARCH were jobs which would be embarrassing for both 

(a) to actively support and help research on sexes to have to do. And, casually dismissing the 

facets of the ecology, environmental almost all-male profession of gynaecologists, 

balance, pollution, natural resource utilis- said, "It is invidious to have med midwives." 

ation and conservation. Bill Morrison, Minister for Science: "We're 

(b) To affiliate and support other conservation not against women here. I'd much rather look at 

i!roups to further the above aims an attractive bint any day of the week than Billy 
Sneddon." 

SATURDAY NIGHT DANCE 

GROUPS: POOPLE 
QUASAR 

PWS MOTH}m. r S LIGHTWORKS 

ABSCHOL TUTORIAL SCHEME 

Abschol is the race relations department of. 
A. U.S. (Australian Union of Students). Most 
campuses now ref er to Abschol as Race 
Relations, as the Aboriginal Scholarship Scheme 
from whence its name was derived, is now 
operated by the Australian Government. 

At the end of 197 4, the Uni. of Queensland 's 
Abschol laid the foundations for a tutorial 
scheme at primary and secondary school levels 
to help Aboriginal and Islander children wanting 
assistance with studies. Sixty-five tutors 
enrolled. By mid-first term of the school year we 
hope to have this scheme functional. If you 
would like to participate in the scheme, either in 
its organisation or its actual tutoring, please 
write to: 

The Tutorial Officers, 
Abschol, 
University of Queensland Students Union 
St. Lucia, 4067. . ' 

We need to know name, address, subjects you 
are able to tutor and at what level, distance you 
are prepared to travel, and any preferences ym~ 
have as to sex of child etc. We will match you 
with a child compatible with your subjects and 
geographical location. 

The running of a successful tutorial scheme 
will be Abschol's chief role in 1975. Our main I 
handicap will of course be money, for 
stationery, films, books, ttanspott, food and 
other things essential to the running of a 
program with educational and socialisation aims. 
It will be up to individual tutors and children to 
specify if they want tutorials held in private 
homes or at larger meeting places:. -

And back home, Mr. Ralph James, Secretary 
of the Queensland Employers Federation in 
1973, "Women have a very lively intelligence, 
and probably more patience than men. They 
might be better able to adapt to routine tasks 
and automated processes." 

Each WEL group is concerned with problems 
in its own community. WEL - Brisbane sent in 
submissions to the Inquiry into the Status of 
Women in Queensland and recently organised a 
meeting to enable Darwin evacuees to put 
questions to representatives of Government 
departments. 

Other committees of WEL - Brisbane are: 
I. Education. Sexism in education .is beingl 
researched, Sex-role stereotyping in children'sl 
books is a cause for concern. We consider that 
the false dichotomy of male/female stereotypes 
is the fundamental basis of social inequality and 
so must be removed. Other areas where change 
must occur are: 

(a) vocational guidance (b) opening all 
subjects to both sexes (c) teacher 
expectations (so that expectations are based 
on individual competence and not be sex 
biased) (d) more female teachers in 
administration (e) more male teachers in 
pre-school and infant teaching (so that the 
nurturant role with not be restricted to 
females). 

· 2. Sex Education. Sex education within a 
human relationship program and integrated into 
the school curriculum is being lobbied for by 
WEL. Parent/teacher co-operation will promote 
child/parent communication. The development 
of a sense of responsibility will be one of the 
major aims. 
3. Child Care: WEL policy is for a wide ranging 
network of all types of child care -
kindergarten, all day care, day mother in the 
caonimunity as well as on the job child care. 
Research into the needs of women has revealed a 
need for help in homes where child and wife 
battering occur. 
4. Discrimination committee writes to business 
firms etc. when any form of discrimination isl 
noticed. · 

WEL is a non-party political organization and 
we welcome invitations to speak to any group., 
New members are welcome at meetings on 1 st 
Saturday of each month at 2 p.m. at 196 
Musgrave Road, Red Hill. 

· · Joy James 

We will be wanting to extend the scheme to 
include non-Aboriginal children from similar 
socio-economic backgrounds. The 
underprivileged P.eoples of Brisbane- belong to I 
many different minority groups. Let's hope that -.. ------------------it 
interested persons at Griffith will organise 
themselves against capitalist - imperialist -
careerist - exploiters of cosmopolitan society! 

Jenny McLean, 
per _Ab~c_hol C9mmittee. 

Responsibility for this publication taken by 
Margaret Robinson. Many thanks to Joni, Mic, 
Clare and Sian. 
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HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW? 

Even if you think you've got a pretty good 
dea of the facts of life, have you ever though 
hat they mean when you get involved with 

omebody else? 
The physical side ·is only part of the sex 

elationship. We all need to love and to be loved 
and for most of us this is eventually expressed 

n marriage. 
The most basic fact of life is that ,when two 

eople make love and the boy's sperm meet the 
·rl's egg cell - she gets pregnant. When people 
ave sex, they're not usually aware of anything . 

'xcept their feelings at that particular moment. 
ut what happens then could' affect the rest of 

heir lives; because unless they use birth control, 
t is very likely the girl will get pregnant. 

oes it matter that much if a girl gets pregnant? 

Of course it does - to the girl, her boyfriend 
nd the .baby. She and the boy must decide 
eforehand that they really want a baby and can 
ive it all the love and care it needs. Otherwise, 

·f a girl gets pregnant before she's ready for a 
aby, she may have to do one of several 
hings: -

have an abortion 
have the child adopted 
keep the child, who would be illegitimate 
marry the father for the sake of the child. 

If a boy gets a girl into trouble, he may have to 
o one of several things: -

arrange an abortion for her 
get out, and leave her 'holding the baby' 
marry her for the sake of the child. 
Whatever heppens, if the child is not 

efinitely wanted by both the boy ~nd the girl, 
·t's tough on the girl, tough on the boy and 
oughest of all on the baby. · 

A shotgun wedding - getting married because 
you have to - is not the best start to a happy 
married life or a happy childhood for the baby. 

he girl or the boy may have to give up· their 
education or their jobs just when they need the 
training or the income. And, if they feel that 
they're becoming forced into marriage, there's 
less chance of enjoying their life together later. 

ut that sort of thing could never happen to 
me .. . 

"I'm a carpenter, right? I can't even 
SPELL immaculate conception." 

It could happen to anybody ·who doesn't use 
irth control. . Why else do you think one in 
very three brides under 20 is .pregnant before 
he gets married? Why else are so many 

· legitimate babies born to teenagers and why 
lse do teenagers have so many abortions? They 
robably all thought it could never happen to 
hem. But it did. Do you want to be one of the 
nes who learn about sex the hard way?_ 

So what can I do about it? 

There are only two ways to make sure you 
don't get pregnant. One is not to have sex; the 
other is to use a reliable method of birth 
control. 

You may think that you must have sex with a 
particular person because he or she wants it, but 
there's no point in this unless you're sure it's the 
right thing for you, too. Some people think they 
have got to have sex because it is trendy, and 
not having it would make them look silly to 
their friends. Your friends may tell you that 

they have sex a lot, perhaps even with a lot of 
different people. People have always boasted 
about sex, but it often doesn't go any further 
than that. There is no reason at all to feel that 
you must have sex because you think everybody 
else is doing it all the time. It is understandable 
that when you have become fond of someone 
over a period of time you might want to make 
love and have sexual intercourse. But there are 
some people who have sex with people they are 
not fond of - whom they may have only just 
met, perhaps at a party. This kind of sex can be 
very unsatisfactory, could give you VD and 
could make you miserable afterwards. Sleeping 
around when you are young without real feeling 
for your partner could make it more difficult for 
you to be a happy, contented person as you 
grow older. With something like fifty years 
ahead of you, it's worth thinking about whether 
you really want ·to have sex with someone just 
because he or she says you must. 

If you're really in doubt about what to do, it 
could help you to talk your feelings over with a 
sensible older person whom you trust. If you 
feel this is something you can't talk to your 
parents about, there are understanding people 
who can help you at the Family Planning 
Association of Australia, or perhaps your 
doctor, teacher or counsellor. Just as there is no 
shame in asking your way in a strange town, 
talking your feelings over with an ·older person 
you trust can help you a lot. But if you have 
decided that you are going to have sex with 
someone, there's only one way of making sure 
you don't get pregnant unless you want a baby: 
Use a reliable method of birth control. And use 
it every time you have sex. Birth control (or 
contraception, or family planning, or 'being 
careful') is something you use to stop the boy's 
sperm from meeting the gfrl's egg cell and 
making her pregnant. There are several different 
methods you can choose from, and everybody 
should be able to get hold of at least one 
method without difficulty. 

What methods can I choose from? 

The most reliable method is the pill. This is 
used by the girl and needs a doctor's 
prescription. Its great advantage is that you take 
it regularly and it doesn't interfere with 
lovemaking at all. 

The diaphragm (or cap) is made of soft rubber 
and should always be used with a birth control 
cream, jelly, or foam. The girl needs to insert it 
in her vagina before intercourse. There are also 
chemicals and foams, but these are not reliable if 
used on their own. 

The condom (sheath, French letter, <lurex) is 
the most widely used method of birth control. 
This is hsaped like the finger of a glove and must 
be rolled onto the boy's penis as soon as it is 
erect before intercourse begins. It is safer if the 
girl uses some birth control, foam, cream or jelly 
as well. 

But remember: any method of birth control is 
better than no method at all. There are lots of 
old wives' tales, such as that you can't start a 
baby if you have sex standing up or if the girl is 
having a period. Don't believe them!- Only a 
good method of birth control can stop you from 
getting pregnant. 

Where can I get help with birth control? 

You can talk to your family doctor about it, 
or, if you prefer, you can go straight to a special 
Family_ Planning Clinic. The Family Planning 
Association of Australia clinics are all over the 
country and they will help anyone, whether 
you're married or not. Boyfriends and fiances 
are always welcome to go along too. 

At the clinic you can always talk to the 
doctor in private and discuss any worries or 
doubts in your mind about sex or birth control. 
Some FP AA clinics run special advisory sessions 
for young people, so the doctor has more time 
to talk over problems. Another advantage of 
these sessions is that there is no chance of 
meeting older relatives or neighbours there. 

Will I have to pay if I go to a clinic? 

Yes, nominal fees are charged, but don't 
worry if you can't afford to pay - the FPAA 
will always help. · 

Contraceptives are extra but not expensive -
much cheaper than one packet of cigarettes a 
week. ' 

Supposing I don 't want to see a doctor? 

Contraceptives such as condoms can be 
bought inexpensively without a doctor's 

prescription in chemists' · or barbers' sh~ps or b 
mail order through the FP AA. They give extr 
protection when they are used with a birt 
control cream, jelly, or foam. 

Now it's up to you . . . 

If you have decided that you do want to hav 
sex (and remember, you don't have to), jus 
make sure every time you have sex that you o 
your partner or both are using a method of birt 
control. Once you've chosen a method, mak 
sure you use it properly and everytime you hav 
sex. The one time you don't use it could be th 
time you get pregn~nt. 

If you want to go to a Family Planning Clinic 
you may find the address in the phone book. I 
you'd rather, telephone or write to the FPA 
at: (92 City Road, Chippendale, NSW 2008 
Telephone: 69 5211, 69 91038) 239 Brunswic 
Street, Fortitude Valley, Qld 4006, Telephon 
525151. 

Why do people get so worried about VD? 

Venereal disease is one of the mor 
unpleasant facts of life, and it's on the increase 
especially among teenagers. This is somethin 
you've got tb remember as well if you have se 
with several different people. 

The most common types of VD ~ gonorrhoe 
(or 'clap', or 'a dose') and syphilis (or 'pox') ar 
almost always caught _by having sex wit 
someone who already has the disease. VD can b 
very dangerous and make you seriously ill if yo 
don't have it treated; but if you get help earl 
enough, it can be completely cured 
Unfortunately it's not always easy to spot th 
signs of VD, ·either on yourself or on somebod 
else. · 

"Do you have something for about 10 men 
who don't know they're sick yet?" 

So what can I do about it? 

If you have a regular partner and are faithfu 
to each other, you don't have much to worry 
about. If you have sex with different people, 
you run the risk of infecting each other and 
other people as well. The risk is less if the boy 
wears a condom, and both partners wash their 
sex organs with soap and water, and pass water 
as soon as possible after they've had sex, but 
none of these precautions is absolutely certain. 
If you have the slightest reason to think you 
may have been infected, go to your family 
doctor or to a special VD clinic at a hospital for 
a check-up. You can ring up and ask if the 
hospital has a special clinic. These clinics will 
never tell anyone you've been there. And go 
straight away : the longer you leave it, the more 
difficult it is to cure the disease. If it turns out 
you've got VD, you're on the-way to a cure. I 
you haven't, at least you 'can stop worrying. I 
you want to known about VD,· ask for the 
FPAA's free information leaflet. 

Now at least you know enough about sex to · 

take precautions against causing or having an 
unwanted baby 
be on the look-out for VD and do somethin 
about it if necessary. 
It's worth remembering these facts when 

you're tempted to fake risks. Sex is yours to 
express your love and to enjoy, but it's also you 
responsibility to make sure nobody gets hurt -
especially an unwanted child. 

One final point . . . 

. Just in case you don't know: it is a crim 
against the law to have sexual intercourse with 
girl under the age of consent - even if she say 
she is over the age. 
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THE AUSTRALIAN UNION OF STUDENTS 

he Australian Union of Students has grown 
apidly since its foundation in 1937 and today 
as a membership 'of more than 225,000 
tudents from over 70 campuses across 
ustralia. Students become members of AUS. 
y the affiliation of the Campus Student 
rganisation (SRC/Union/Guild) to AUS. At 
resent this includes all Universities and most of 
he Colleges of Advanced Education and 
eachers' Colleges in Australia. 
The policies of the Union are determined by 

he twice-yearly Councils of Australia, at which 
all member campuses are represented. Portfolio 
Conferences are held through the year, e.g. 
Education, Race Relations, to plan detailed 
.portfolio policy and action programmes. 
· Between Council meetings, the control of the 
Union's affairs' is vested in the National 
Executive which consist$ of the President, Vice 
President, Finance Committee Chairperson and 
1eight members elected by the member campuses 
in eight regions throughout Australia. 
' In 1974, the Un:ion embarked on a 
regionalisation programme with the 
appointment of full time Regional Officers in an 
effort to coordinate student activity on a 
regional basis. 

Day to day policy is carried out by National 
Officers who are elected by the Council of AUS. 
There are six full-time elected Officers as well as 
several part-time Officers and Regional Officers. 
There are also four professional Officers who do 
largely administrative tasks plus a technical and 
support staff, making a total of over 40 people. 

There are several departments in the Union, 
the activities of which are outlined below. The 
value to the student for membership in AUS is 
threefold: First you can gain direct tangible 
benefits such as travel schemes, health insurance 
and receive copies of the A US newspaper, 
National 'U'. Second, you receive benefits 
obtained by AUS representations. Third, you 
receive the benefit of AUS activity in national 
issues 6f concern to members. Thus, AUS has 
three roles: service, representation and social 
action. 

Aquarius 

The Aquarius Foundation is the cultural 
department of the Australian Union of Students. 
A major activity of this department has been the 
organisation of arts festivals for tertiary students 
in Australia. The Canberra Festival of Arts 
'(1971) and Nimbin Arts Festival (1973) are the 
two most recent festivals. Whereas previous 
festivals have consisted of performances, the 
Nimbin Festival was an experiment in alternate 
life styles and embodied in practice a more 
counter-cultural emphasis on self-sufficiency and 
communal living. Aquarius has also organised 
summer schools in drama, film making and 
modern dance. Campus tours have also been a 
major activity of Aquarius in recent years and 
tours of Julie Felix, Cobb and Ochs, the 
Australian folk singers, the Singular Show and 
commedians Peter Cook and Dudley Moore have 
been highly successful. Iri 197 4, Aquarius staged 
successful tours of Daphne Hellmann, the tribal 
rock Group 'Africa' and organised speaking 
tours and several film circuits. 

Media 

For several .years, AUS has published the 
National student newspaper National 'U'. In 
1975 National 'U' will be published fortnightly 
and distributed to all member campuses across 
Australia. 

National U keeps all AUS members informed 
of Union campaigns, struggles by Australian 
students on campuses against repressive 

- educational bureaucracies and national and 

I international student campaigns. The newspaper 

'

also aims to reflect the cross flow of information 
and ideas toward social reform in Australia. It is 
a student newspaper and students are 
encouraged to contribute articles, photos, 
cartoons etc. that they feel may be of interest. 

The Union recognises the role television plays 
as a tool for social cohesion and a medium with 
unique possibilities for communication. AUS 
recognises the need to overcome difficulties of 
access and acceptance of video on campuses and 
will work in this area in 197 5. It will also 
circulate tapes produced occasionally by the 
Union. 

AUS recognises the role Australia's present 
libel and detaination laws play in the deliberate 
suppression of information and is working 
toward submissions on the reform of libel laws 
across Australia. 

A.E.S. 
Friendly Society 

The Australiart Union of Students have long 
been concerned with student health and the cost 
of health. AUS has brought pressure to bear on 
universities and CAE's throughout Australia to 
provide free or low cost health centres; m<l:ny 
now have them. 

Under Liberal Governments; AUS fought 
successfully for students to be co\iered under 
their parents' health scheme µp until the age of 
24 years. For our other members - ineligible for 
such cov~rage (students earning a taxable 
income,. i.e. student teachers and part-time 
students), AUS introduced its own hospital and · 
medical benefits scheme, offering the same 
benefits as commercial schemes, for up to 
one-quarter the normal cost. 

197 5 sees the expansion of the insurance 
operations of · the Society into personal, 
property and life assurance. The philosophy of 
these schemes, underwritten by highly reputable 
insurance companies will be to provide 
protection most suited to the particular needs of 
individual students. 

Travel Service 

Students have been wanting to travel _for as 
long as there have been students but here in 
Australia there is one big catch - there is no 
such thing as a student discount on an 
international flight! There is only one way to get _ 
cheap flights for students - BULK BUYING. 
This is what AUS does, and can only do because 
of its large membership. In 1972/73's Summer 
vacation, · over 10,000 students travelled 
internationally with AUS. The AUS Travel 
Service offers direct flights to over twenty 
countries and over 50 indirectly. The fares 
offered on average are less than half of the 
normal fare. A USTS also offers those little extra 
necessities that you will undoubtedly need if 
your trip is to be successful and trouble free_ -
cheap insurance, International Student Identity 
Cards and special travel guides. 

Education 

When the National Union of Australian 
University Students began in 1937, one of the 
main reasons for its creation was education. It 
remains the most important department directly 
affecting students' welfare. 

Over the last five years activities in AUS 
education have also been a vital catalyst in 
affecting community attitudes to educational 
innovation and to change in society generally. 

In the immediate field of student welfare 
AUS has been instrumental over the past few 
years in achieving the following benefits for .its 
members. · · 
*· Abolition of tuition fees - adopted by the 

ALE as policy after AUS pressure and having 
been implemented from the beginning of 
1974. 

* Living Allowances Assistance - a concerted 
campaign over the past three years by AUS 
has led to the Commonwealth Scholarship 
Scheme being replaced by means-tested 
allowances for which every full-time 
non-bonded student is eligible. 
- the amount of time required to show 

independenc~ from parents for the purpose 
of receiving a full allowance has been 
reduced from three years to two. We will 
continue our efforts to get this down to 
one year. . 

- Maximum allowances have again been 
raised this year. 

- The Government . has acceded to AUS 
arguments that students whose parents' 
combined income is Jess th<P.11 average 
earnings should receive the full allowance 
by raising the base adjusted family income 
figure (from which allowances are 
calculated) to over $6,000. 

- AUS in 1974 was engaged in two surveys 
with the Department of Education to 
better establish the financial needs of 
students. 

* Student Representatives - Your Union i 
attempting to increase the student say i 
policy by getting· student nominees on to th 
Commonwealth Scholarships Board 
Australian Universities Commission an 
Australian Commission on Advance 
Education. The Union was successful i 
having students appointed to the Studen 
Assistance Review Tribunals in several states 

* Housing - The AUS and ACAE have accepte 
AUS proposals to financially . suppor 
non-collegiate housing, a far cheaper for 
than traditional Halls' and Colleges. 

* Teaching and Learning - All students ar 
vitally interested in the teaching they get 
methods of assessment, curriculum, etc. AU 
Education regularly sends out information o 
latest developments in these areas to it 
constituents and helps_ to encourage chang 
initiated by students on campus. 
AUS has established a Resource Centre whic 
keeps information on all types of teachin_ 
and learning and on welfare areas. Thi 
material can be photocopied for any studen 
who is interested in any particular matter. 

* Submissions - to· the Government and 
various committees on such matters as teache 
education an ·open university and foreig 
students 'are produced as the occasio 
demands. 
In the areas of encouraging interest i 

The travel Department of AUS is a.lso working 
towards cheaper travel within Australia and has 
over recent years looked at the possibility of 
intemal Australian schemes for Australian 
students as well as submissions to airlines and 
railways for increased benefits for AUS 
members. The introduction of the Australian 
Student Card will standardise student 

education and social change, AUS Education ha 
· _ been active in the following areas: 

identification and facilitate concession 
negotiations presently being undertaken by AUS 
in several states. 

National Affairs 

The size of the membership of AUS serves as 
a strong pressure · group within Australia on 
national affairs and the issues in Australian 
society with which students are concerned. 

International 

The involvement of students at an 
international level has significant benefits for 
AUS members. Support is given to foreign 
student bodies in their struggles for freedom and 
equality. Contacts made are helpful to 
Australian students who wish to study or travel 
abroad and AUS members are kept informed of · 
developments in the student scene in other 
countries. 

* Inequalities - fact sheets and the book, "Th 
Myth cf Equality" have led to a much greate 
understanding of the problems which exist fo 
the disadvantaged in society, especiall 
aborigines, migrants, women and peopl~ fro 
rural areas. The involvement of AUS an 
othe:r groups in this field is reflected in sue 
documents for change as the Karmel Report· 

* Speakers - AUS has brought Brian Jackson 
who has been involved with taking school 
into the community in Britain, an 
· "de-schooler", Ivan Illich, to Australia fo 
seminars, talk, TV appearances, etc. 

* Action - We have assisted and supported sue 
developments as the Education Shop and th 
Learning Exchange which attempt to put int 
practice some of the new education ~deas. 
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